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1. The nurse is caring for a client in labor. The nurse reviews the physician’s prescriptions and notes that 
the client has a prescription for butorphanol tartrate (Stadol). The nurse understands that this medication 
is prescribed for: 

1. Pain relief 
2. Increasing uterine contractions 
3. Decreasing uterine contractions 
4. Promoting fetal lung maturity 

 
ANS: 1 

 
Rationale: The client in labor may be given parenteral analgesia during the first stage of labor, up to 2 to 
3 hours before the anticipated delivery. Butorphanol tartrate is a medication that may be prescribed for 
pain relief. “Increasing uterine contractions,” “decreasing uterine contractions,” and “promoting fetal 
lung maturity” are not actions of this medication. 

 
Test-Taking Strategy: Knowledge of the action of butorphanol tartrate is required to answer this 
question. Remember that this medication is used for pain relief. Review the action of this medication if 
you had difficulty with this question and are unfamiliar with this medication. 

 
PTS: 1 
DIF: Level of Cognitive Ability: Understanding 
REF: Lehne, R. (2010). Pharmacology for nursing care (7th ed.). St. Louis: Saunders. 
OBJ: Client Needs: Physiological Integrity 
TOP: Content Area: Pharmacology 
MSC: Integrated Process: Nursing Process—Planning 

 
2. The postpartum nurse is caring for a client with an epidural catheter in place for opioid analgesic 

administration following cesarean birth. If the client develops respiratory depression and requires 
naloxone (Narcan) as an antidote, the client may complain of which of the following? 

1. Increase in her pain level 
2. Decrease in her pain level 
3. Increase in the amount of itching from the opioid used in the epidural 
4. Decrease in the amount of itching from the opioid used in the epidural 
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1. 9 to 11 AM 
2. 1 to 7 PM 
3. 7 to 11 PM 
4. Midnight to 6 AM 

 

ANS: 2 
 

Rationale: NPH insulin is an intermediate-acting insulin. It peaks in 6 to 12 hours after administration. 
(Its onset is in 1 to 2 hours, and its duration is 18 to 24 hours.) If the medication was given at 7 AM, the 
nurse would monitor for hypoglycemia during the time of peak action, which would be between 1 and 7 
PM. 

 
Test-Taking Strategy: Read the question carefully, noting that the question is asking about NPH insulin. 
Knowledge regarding the timing of the peak action is required to answer the question. Peak action time 
is the time that a hypoglycemic reaction will most likely occur. Review these points regarding NPH (and 
regular) insulin if you are unfamiliar with them. 

 
PTS:   1 
DIF: Level of Cognitive Ability: Understanding 
REF: Lehne, R. (2010). Pharmacology for nursing care (7th ed.). St. Louis: Saunders. 
OBJ: Client Needs: Physiological Integrity 
TOP: Content Area: Pharmacology 
MSC: Integrated Process: Nursing Process—Assessment 

 
35. The nurse evaluates that the family of a client newly diagnosed with diabetes mellitus correctly 

understands the reason for having glucagon on hand for emergency home use if the family indicates that 
the purpose of the medication is to treat: 

1. Diabetic ketoacidosis 
2. Hypoglycemia from insulin overdose 
3. Hyperglycemia from insufficient insulin 
4. Hyperglycemia occurring on “sick days” 

 
ANS: 2 

 
Rationale: Glucagon is used to treat hypoglycemia resulting from insulin overdose. The family of the 
client is instructed in how to administer the medication. In an unconscious client, consciousness usually 
returns within 20 minutes of glucagon injection. After the client has regained consciousness, oral 
carbohydrates should be given. The other options are incorrect. 

 
Test-Taking Strategy: Note that the word “glucagon” is similar to the word “glucose.” This may help 
you recall that the medication raises blood glucose levels. Remember also that options that are 
comparable or alike are not likely to be correct. Each incorrect option contains hyperglycemia as the 
clinical problem. If you are unfamiliar with the use of glucagon, review this medication. 
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Rationale: The client should contact the physician if unusual bleeding, bruising, sore throat, mouth 
sores, abdominal pain, or fever occurs. Antacids containing magnesium and aluminum may decrease the 
absorption of the medication and should not be taken with the medication. The medication is given in 
combination with corticosteroids and cyclosporine. CellCept may be administered on an empty stomach. 
The capsules should not be opened or crushed. 

 
Test-Taking Strategy: Use general medication administration guidelines to eliminate “open the capsule 
and mix with food before use” and “take the medication with an aluminum-based antacid.” Recalling 
that a fever indicates infection will direct you to “notify the physician if a fever develops” from the 
remaining options. Review this medication if you had difficulty with it. 

 
PTS: 1 
DIF: Level of Cognitive Ability: Applying 
REF: Lehne, R. (2010). Pharmacology for nursing care (7th ed.). St. Louis: Saunders. 
OBJ: Client Needs: Physiological Integrity 
TOP: Content Area: Pharmacology 
MSC: Integrated Process: Teaching and Learning 

 
77. The client in renal failure is receiving epoetin alfa (Epogen). The nurse would monitor this client for 

which adverse effect of this medication? 
1. Depression 
2. Bradycardia 
3. Fever 
4. Hypertension 

 
ANS: 4 

 
Rationale: Epoetin alfa (Epogen) is generally well tolerated, although hypertension can occur and is the 
most significant adverse effect. Occasionally, tachycardia may also occur. It may also cause an improved 
sense of well-being. “Depression,” “bradycardia,” and “fever” are not adverse effects. 

 
Test-Taking Strategy: Knowledge of the adverse effects associated with epoetin alfa is required to 
answer this question. Remember that hypertension can occur. Review this medication if you had 
difficulty with this question. 

 
PTS: 1 
DIF: Level of Cognitive Ability: Analyzing 
REF: Kee, J., Hayes, E., & McCuistion, L. (2009). Pharmacology: a nursing process approach (6th 
ed.). St. Louis: Saunders. OBJ: Client Needs: Physiological Integrity 
TOP: Content Area: Pharmacology 
MSC: Integrated Process: Nursing Process—Assessment 

 
78. The preoperative medication sheet identifies that cyclopentolate (Cyclogyl) is prescribed for a client 

prior to cataract surgery. The nurse understands that the action of the medication is to: 
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3. Plan to take the medication every 4 hours around the clock. 
4. Expect that abdominal pain and jaundice will occur as normal side effects. 

 

ANS: 1 
 

Rationale: Dapsone may be prescribed for the treatment of toxoplasmosis. The medication is taken 
orally on a daily basis. The medication suppresses bone marrow activity, and the complete blood count 
(CBC) is monitored closely. If the client develops fever, sore throat, purpura, or jaundice, the physician 
is notified. Medications are available to treat nausea and vomiting; the client should not discontinue the 
medication if these symptoms occur but should contact the physician. 

 
Test-Taking Strategy: Use the process of elimination. Eliminate “discontinue the medication if nausea 
develops” first, because the nurse would not tell the client to discontinue the medication. Next, eliminate 
“plan to take the medication every 4 hours around the clock” and “expect that abdominal pain and 
jaundice will occur as normal side effects,” knowing that the medication is administered on a daily basis 
and that jaundice needs to be reported to the physician. Review this medication if you had difficulty with 
this question. 

 
PTS: 1 
DIF: Level of Cognitive Ability: Evaluating 
REF: Lehne, R. (2010). Pharmacology for nursing care (7th ed.). St. Louis: Saunders. 
OBJ: Client Needs: Physiological Integrity 
TOP: Content Area: Pharmacology 
MSC: Integrated Process: Nursing Process—Evaluation 

 
111. The client who is seropositive for human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) has been taking ritonavir 

(Norvir). The nurse tells the client that which follow-up laboratory study will be necessary while taking 
this medication? 

1. Platelet count 
2. Triglyceride level 
3. Prothrombin time (PT) 
4. International normalized ratio (INR) 

 
ANS: 2 

 
Rationale: Ritonavir (Norvir) is an antiretroviral (protease inhibitor) used in combination with other 
antiretroviral medications in the management of HIV infection. It can increase triglyceride levels; 
therefore, the client’s triglyceride levels should be monitored. The platelet count, PT, and INR are not 
laboratory tests that would be monitored specifically in the client on this medication. 

 
Test-Taking Strategy: Use the process of elimination. Eliminate “platelet count,” “prothrombin time 
(PT),” and “international normalized ratio (INR)” because they are comparable or alike in that they 
relate to bleeding and clotting factors. Review this medication if you had difficulty with this question. 
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"The medication increases the blood flow to the retina and also will lower the pressure 
in the eye." 

 
"The medication blocks responses that are sent to the brain that direct the actions of the 
muscles in the eye." 
"The medication increases the blood flow to the retina and also will lower the pressure 
in the eye." 
Betaxolol eye drops have been prescribed for a client with glaucoma. The home health 
nurse preparing to visit the client develops a plan of care that includes monitoring for the 
adverse effects of this medication by taking which assessment action? 

 

Monitoring body weight 

Assessing the glucose level 

Assessing peripheral pulses 

Monitoring body temperature 
Monitoring body weight 

 
This medication is an antiglaucoma medication and a β-adrenergic blocker. The nurse 
assesses for evidence of heart failure manifested by dizziness, night cough, peripheral 
edema, and distended neck veins 
The nurse working in a long-term care facility notes that several clients are taking 
pilocarpine hydrochloride (Isopto Carpine) eye drops. The nurse ensures that which 
medication is available on the nursing unit for use if a client should develop systemic 
toxicity from pilocarpine hydrochloride? 

 

Atropine sulfate 

Disulfiram (Antabuse) 

Naloxone hydrochloride 

Cyclopentolate (Cyclogyl) 
Atropine sulfate 

 
Pilocarpine hydrochloride is a cholinergic agent. Atropine sulfate must be available in 
the event of systemic toxicity from pilocarpine hydrochloride. 
The preoperative medication sheet identifies that cyclopentolate (Cyclogyl) is prescribed 
for a client before cataract surgery. Which is the action of the medication? 

 

It lubricates the eye. 

Constriction of the pupil occurs. 
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3. "I will cleanse the skin thoroughly before applying the medication." 
4. "If my skin begins to peel, I will notify the health care provider (HCP)." 

 
4. "If my skin begins to peel, I will notify the health care provider (HCP)." 

 
33. The nurse provides instructions to a client regarding the use of 

tretinoin (Retin-A). Which statement by the client indicates a need for 
further instruction? 
1. "I should begin to see results in about 3 weeks." 
2. "I will apply the medication liberally to the skin." 
3. "I will wash my hands thoroughly after applying this medication." 
4. "I cannot use any cosmetics while I am using this medication." 

 
4. "I cannot use any cosmetics while I am using this medication." 

 
34. Isotretinoin (Claravis) is prescribed for a client to treat severe cystic acne, 

and the nurse provides instructions to the client regarding the medication. 
Which statement by the client indicates a need for further instruction? 
1. "I need to take the medication with food." 
2. "I will be taking the medication twice a day." 
3. "I will need to take the medication for 15 to 20 weeks." 
4. "I can crush the tablets if I have difficulty swallowing them." 

 
4. "I can crush the tablets if I have difficulty swallowing them." 

 
35. Isotretinoin (Claravis) is prescribed for a client with severe acne. The 

nurse instructs the client regarding the importance of follow-up 
assessments to evaluate which laboratory value? 
1. Cholesterol level 
2. Triglyceride level 
3. Sedimentation rate 
4. Complete blood cell count 

 
2. Triglyceride level 

 
36. A health care provider (HCP) prescribes isotretinoin (Claravis) for a client 

with severe acne. The nurse reviews the client's record and notifies the 
HCP if which prescribed medication is noted on the medication record? 
1. Digoxin (Lanoxin) 
2. Furosemide (Lasix) 
3. Phenytoin (Dilantin) 
4. Doxycycline (Vibramycin) 

 
4. Doxycycline (Vibramycin) 

 
37. The health care provider has prescribed a topical anti-inflammatory cream 

for a client with a muscular sprain. The nurse provides instructions 

133 of 278

This file was downloaded from StudyLast.com. It is not allowed to publish it elsewhere. Only the buyer can use this file.



15. The health care provider is planning to prescribe a medication for a client 
with major depression. Which medication should the nurse expect to be 
prescribed? 
1. Clozapine (Clozaril) 
2. Amitriptyline (Elavil) 
3. Paroxetine hydrochloride (Paxil) 
4. Tranylcypromine sulfate (Parnate) 

 
3. Paroxetine hydrochloride (Paxil) 

 
16. The nurse is providing instructions to a client regarding the side effects 

of chlorpromazine (Thorazine). The nurse instructs the client that which 
may occur with the use of this medication? 
1. Dry mouth 
2. Hand tremors 
3. Lip smacking 
4. Increased urinary output 

 
1. Dry mouth 

 
17. A monoamine oxidase inhibitor (MAOI) is prescribed for a client. Which 

sign or symptom is indicative of toxicity? 
1. Lethargy 
2. Restlessness 
3. Lack of energy 
4. Feelings of fatigue 

 
2. Restlessness 

 
18. The nurse is caring for a client receiving haloperidol (Haldol). To 

determine whether the client is experiencing akathisia as an adverse 
effect of the medication, what should the nurse observe the client for? 
1. Lip smacking 
2. Puffing of the cheeks 
3. Rapid tongue movements 
4. Restlessness or constant generalized movement 

 
4. Restlessness or constant generalized movement 

 
19. A client is starting to take imipramine (Tofranil) once each day. The nurse 

determines that additional  client  teaching  is  needed on the basis of 
which statement by the client? 
1. "I need to avoid alcohol while taking this medication." 
2. "I'll take the medication in the morning before breakfast." 
3. "I won't notice any medication effects for at least 2 weeks." 
4. "I'll be sure to take a missed medication dose as soon as possible 
unless it is almost time for the next dose." 
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140. The nurse is performing an assessment on a client with a diagnosis 
of chronic angina pectoris. The client is receiving sotalol (Betapace) orally 
daily. Which assessment finding indicates to the nurse that the client is 
experiencing a side/adverse effect related to the medication? 
1. Dry mouth 
2. Diaphoresis 
3. Palpitations 
4. Difficulty swallowing 

 
3. Palpitations 

 
141. The nurse is caring for a client with hypertension receiving 

torsemide (Demadex) orally daily. Which laboratory test result would 
indicate to the nurse that the client may be experiencing an adverse 
effect related to the medication? 
1. A chloride level of 98 mEq/L 
2. A sodium level of 135 mEq/L 
3. A potassium level of 3.1 mEq/L 
4. A blood urea nitrogen (BUN) of 15 mg/dL 

 
3. A potassium level of 3.1 mEq/L 

 
142. The nurse has given a client information about the use of 

nitroglycerin sublingual tablets. The client has a prescription for PRN use if 
chest pain occurs. Which client statement indicates an understanding of 
this medication? 
1. "It's best to keep this medication in a shirt pocket close to the body." 
2. "I need to discard unused tablets 6 to 9 months after the bottle is 
opened." 
3. "I will avoid using the medication until the chest pain actually begins 
and gets worse." 
4. "I can take aspirin for any headache that occurs when I first start taking 
the nitroglycerin." 

 
2. "I need to discard unused tablets 6 to 9 months after the bottle is opened." 

 
143. A client is due for a dose of bumetanide. The nurse should 

temporarily withhold the dose and notify the health care provider (HCP) if 
which laboratory test result is noted? 
1. Sodium 137 mEq/L 
2. Chloride 106 mEq/L 
3. Potassium 2.9 mEq/L 
4. Magnesium 2.6 mg/dL 

 
3. Potassium 2.9 mEq/L 

 
144. The nurse has given a client the prescribed dose of intravenous 

hydralazine (Apresoline). The nurse evaluates the effectiveness of the 
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1. Shaking the Humulin N insulin vial to distribute the 
suspension 
2. Administering Humulin R and Humulin N insulin in 
separate syringes 
3. Drawing up the Humulin R first and then the Humulin N 
insulin in the same syringe 
4. Drawing up the Humulin N insulin first and then the 
Humulin R in the same syringe 

 
3. Drawing up the Humulin R first and then the Humulin N 
insulin in the same syringe 

 
34. A female client scheduled to undergo subtotal thyroidectomy 

is taking a potassium iodide solution (Lugol's solution). The 
client complains to the nurse that she experiences a brassy 
taste in her mouth when taking the medication. Which 
instruction should the nurse provide to the client? 
1. Dilute the medication in 8 ounces of water. 
2. Report the symptom to the health care provider (HCP). 
3. Continue to take the medication because the symptoms are 
normal. 
4. Take one half dose of the prescribed medication for the 
next 2 days. 

 
2. Report the symptom to the health care provider (HCP). 

 
35. The nurse is providing instructions to a client with a 

diagnosis of Addison's disease regarding the administration 
of prescribed glucocorticoids. The nurse should provide 
which instruction to the client? 
1. To stop the medication if side effects occur 
2. To avoid taking the medication if nausea occurs 
3. That minimal side effects will occur with use of this 
medication 
4. That an increased dose of medication may be needed 
during times of stress 

 
4. That an increased dose of medication may be needed 
during times of stress 

 
36. The nurse administers 20 units of Humulin N insulin to a 

hospitalized client with diabetes mellitus at 7:00 am. The 
nurse should monitor the client most closely for a 
hypoglycemic reaction at which time? 
1. 4:00 pm 
2. 9:00 am 
3. 10:00 am 
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22. A client with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome who is taking 
zidovudine (Retrovir) 200 mg orally three times daily has severe 
neutropenia noted on follow-up laboratory studies. The nurse interprets 
that which change is likely to occur at this point? 
1. The medication dose probably will be reduced. 
2. Prednisone probably will be added to the medication regimen. 
3. Epoetin alfa (Epogen) probably will be added to the medication 
regimen. 
4. The medication probably will be discontinued until laboratory results 
indicate bone marrow recovery. 

 
4. The medication probably will be discontinued until laboratory results indicate 
bone marrow recovery. 

 
23. A client with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome experiences nausea, 

vomiting, and abdominal pain radiating to the back after taking 
didanosine (Videx). The ambulatory care nurse should provide which 
response as telephone advice to this client? 
1. "Take crackers and milk with each dose of the medication." 
2. "Decrease the dose of the medication until the next clinic visit." 
3. "This is an uncomfortable but expected side effect of the medication." 
4. "Report to the health care clinic to be seen by the health care provider 
(HCP)." 

 
4. "Report to the health care clinic to be seen by the health care provider (HCP)." 

 
24. A client with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome is taking zalcitabine. 

The nurse interprets that the client is experiencing an adverse effect of 
this medication if which is reported by the client? 
1. Diarrhea 
2. Ringing in the ears 
3. Burning with urination 
4. Numbness or burning sensations in the arms or legs 

 
4. Numbness or burning sensations in the arms or legs 

 
25. A client with human immunodeficiency virus infection is taking 

indinavir (Crixivan). The nurse plans to provide the client with which 
direction when providing instructions about the use of this medication? 
1. Store the medication in the refrigerator. 
2. Take the medication with a high-fat snack. 
3. Take the medication with the large meal of the day. 
4. Take the medication with water on an empty stomach. 

 
4. Take the medication with water on an empty stomach. 

 
26. A client is receiving acyclovir (Zovirax) by the intravenous (IV) route for 

treatment of cytomegalovirus infection. After reconstituting the 
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