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IGCSE ENGLISH (0500)
Paper 1 (2 hours)

Question Question type Text Timing Marks

Q1 a-e. Comprehension A 10 mins 15

Q1 f. Summary B 15 mins 15

Q2. a-b. Comprehension C 10 mins 10

Q2 c-d. Language Analysis C 30 mins 15

Q3. Magazine article, Speech, Letter, Interview, Journal,
Report

C 45 mins 25

Total 110 mins 80

● Summary
○ Find 10 key points
○ Group similar ideas together

■ Use complex sentences to synthesise points
○ Formal, objective, third person
○ Use own words (don’t lift)

● Analysis
○ 3 points from each paragraph stated in question (6 point total)
○ Literal meaning + effect + imagery
○ Structure of paragraph

■ “The overall effect of the language creates an image of…”
■ Transitional phrase

● “The writer begins by describing …”
● ”The writer’s use of the word..”
● “The writer’s use of imagery here is particularly striking”

■ Quotations short (4 words max)
■ Zoom in technique

● “The writer’s use of the dynamic verb..”
● “This shows”
● “This highlights”
● “This emphasises”
● “This reinforces”
● “This creates an image of”
● “instantly emphasis”

■ “The writer then goes on to describe”
■ “Lastly, the writer goes on to describe”

○ Types of Imagery
■ Imagery

● Metaphors
● Simile

○ Helps reader visualise what is being described
○ Maked descriptions vivid

● Onomatopoeia
○ Appeals to the reader’s sense of hearing

● Personification
○ Connects the reader

● Sensory details
● Alliteration

○ Create rhythm/mood
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Actions ● I can hear the train coming; I know its rhythm by heart. It picks up speed as it
accelerates out of Northcote station and then, after rattling round the bend, it starts to
slow down, from a rattle to a rumble, and then sometimes a screech of brakes as it
stops at the signal a couple of hundred yards from the house.

● Sometimes I can hear her pacing back and forth, a heavy step and then a light one, and
the soft tap of her cane on the dusty-rose carpet.

● Hordes of people walked past in a flurry, like a time-lapse, the noise gradually
amplifying as shops opened and customers rushed in.

● The head exploded within an infinitesimal fraction of a second with a garish display of
intense colours. The smell of gunpowder dispersed through the area, reminding me of
war stories my grandpa told me as a kid. A dispersing stream of smoke-choked the
ones too close as they breathed in lung-burning chemicals whilst trying to cheer through
tear-filled eyes.

● I’m alert to the rustling of footsteps, ready to pounce if a brazen soul attempts to
plunder the leftover treasures in the refrigerator.

● Shards of windows pierced through flesh, severing with festering wounds
● In Yaroslav’s hands, the scissors initially recalled the entrechat of the dancer in a ballet,

his legs switching back and forth midair. But as the barber progressed, his hands
moved with increasing speed until they leapt and kicked like a Cossack doing the
hopak! Upon the execution of the final snip, it would have been perfectly appropriate for
a curtain to drop only to be raised again a moment later so that the audience could
applaud as the barber took a bow.
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