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1. Do we get the 10 percent leeway for Assignment 1? 

Yes, as per the student manual, the leeway applies.  Please note that for this assignment the 

Abstract is included in the word count.  Please refer to the student manual, for all other information 

about word counts and penalties including the definition of the ten percent leeway.   

 

2. How do I apply for an extension? 

Please be aware that late penalties in the School of Psychological Sciences are quite strict (see the 

Student manual for more information).  Please also be aware that tutors (including the Senior Tutor) 

are not in charge of approving extensions or special consideration requests and these cannot be 

approved via email.  If you want to apply for an extension, or have any query relating to eligibility 

criteria, or not having handed an assignment in on time, please refer to the student support module 

on Canvas prior to emailing any staff member about this.  Please see the links for student support 

services on Canvas, special consideration processes, and extension processes here: 

https://canvas.lms.unimelb.edu.au/courses/130244/pages/student-support-

services?module_item_id=3604673  

 

https://students.unimelb.edu.au/your-course/manage-your-course/exams-assessments-and-

results/special-consideration  

 

https://canvas.lms.unimelb.edu.au/courses/130244/pages/extension-information-and-

procedures?module_item_id=3604697  

 

Please refer to the student manual for more information about this.   

 

3. I am struggling to keep within the word count for this assignment – what 

advice can you give me? 

This is a part of the challenge of this assignment!  Remember that everyone is in the same boat here 

and the best advice would be to just do your best.  Please keep in mind the guidelines for balance of 

word counts that the Introduction and Discussion sections should take up about one third of your 

word each.  This assignment is certainly doable within the word count if we are economical with 

words and focused in our language and review of the literature!  This is an understandable and 

common struggle so just do your best.   
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23. How much detail do I include for each study reviewed in my Introduction 

section? 

This is also somewhat up to you and there is no straight forward answer to this question, however 

this does logically depend on how relevant the study is to your rationale and the aim of your 

particular study.  For example, at the beginning of the introduction section, you may be very 

generally introducing the area and providing references to substantiate definitions, and more 

general findings so it makes sense to provide less detail, or even provide references in brackets in 

these cases, rather than to include lots of details about what the experiments did, etc.  Some of 

these might even be review studies because you’re trying to make clear that a general finding has 

been consistent across the literature for a long time (e.g. you might say something like, “See… for a 

review”).  However, as your literature review goes on, you narrow down to review literature a lot 

more proximal to your study/the aim of your study based on your rationale.  So, at the end of the 

literature review it makes sense to provide quite a bit of information about studies very proximal to 

the current study’s rationale (e.g. the sample size, information about the methods, etc.).  The key is 

that the reader needs to have enough information about the study to understand if the 

interpretation being made (as this will be relevant to the current rationale), is reasonable, and this is 

more important for studies near the end of the introduction that will be quite proximal to the 

specific rationale of the current study.  There will be some areas in between the very general, and 

very specific examples mentioned above in which you will need to make your own judgement call, 

and in which an ‘in between’ level of detail may be called for.  However, this is up to you and part of 

the assignment to decide for yourself.   

 

24. Is my literature review and rationale in the Introduction section separate or 

integrated? 

Although there are separate marking criteria for the “rationale” and “literature review” aspects of 

your lab report, they should not appear as separate sections of the report.  It is important that your 

rationale is integrated into your literature review.  It is useful to think of your literature as 

substantiating points that logically lead to the formation of the rationale by the end of the 

introduction section. For example, someone could cite literature that finds that MEPs are higher 

when TMS is applied compared to baseline when someone is doing mental rotation compared to 

baseline, and MEPS are measured at the right hand (citing what authors did, what they found, and 

referencing the study), however the point that we would make about the literature might be that 

this literature suggests that the M1 might be involved in mental rotation.  The first part of that 

contributes to the literature review aspect of the introduction section (B2) and the second part 
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