
Cold war notes: 

 
THE ORIGINS OF THE COLD WAR 
 
Communism vs capitalism 
-The USSR was a one-party communist state. There were no free elections and 
the state owned and controlled all the countries industries an agriculture. It was 
essentially a totalitarian state. Stalin put to death many of his own people and 
threw millions more into labour camps. Stalin and Soviets looked for security 
from outside threats through gaining territory.  
-the USA and Britain were democratic and capitalist. Industry and agriculture 
were in private ownership and were run for profit. They hoped to spread 
democratic ideals and self-determination, free market principles, and collective 
security would lead to global security.  
-each side feared each other. The Soviets believed that the West wanted to 
destroy communism whilst the West believed that the Soviets wanted to convert 
the world to communism. Thereby as the Soviets believed that Germany would 
rearm they created a buffer zone a friendly states between the USSR and 
Germany. 
 
reasons for the USA and USSR to emerge as superpowers 
military: 
-to defeat Germany, the USA had become the number 1 air-force power in the 
world 
-to defeat Germany, the USSR had become the number 1 land-force power in the 
world 
-France and Britain’s inability to defeat Germany resulted in a change in balance 
of power 
-the USSR now lacked any strong military neighbours – needed allies 
Economic: 
- The USA’s economy was strengthened by the war. It was now able to out-
produce all the other powers put together.  
-The USA was committed to more ‘open trade’. Its politicians and businesspeople 
wanted to ensure liberal trade, and market competition flourished. The United 
States was willing to play an active role in avoiding the re-emergence of the 
disastrous pre-war pattern of trade blocs and tariffs.  
-The USA had the economic strength to prevent a return to instability in Europe.  
-The small Eastern European countries that had been created after World War 
One  
were not economically viable on their own, so they needed the support of a 
stronger neighbour, and the USSR could replace Germany in this role – explains 
Truman and Marshall doctrines 
political: 
- For the West, the outcome of World War Two showed that the ideals of 
democracy and international collaboration had triumphed over fascism. Thus the 
political system of the USA was the right path for the future.  
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• Sino-Soviet Treaty of Alliance - Offered Chinese Communist party (PRC) 
Soviet expertise and low-interest aid. Chinese thought it was an insult to 
Chinese people. 

• Korean War - USSR demanded that China pay for all weapons and materials 
 
Khrushchev and Mao (1956-64): 

• Secret Speech 1956 (He attacked the image and reputation of Stalin) - Mao 
saw it as an attack on his own leadership 

• Crushing of the Hungarian uprising - Mao saw it as a failure by the USSR to 
contain reactionary forces 

• Doctrine of Peaceful Coexistence with the West 
• Mao believed the USSR was dominated by Revisionists 
• Cuban Missile Crisis 1962 

 
Brezhnev and Mao (1968-82): 

• Brezhnev followed Stalinist foreign policy 
• Mao condemned his use of force in CZK - 1968 Prague Spring 
• Sino-Soviet border war in 1969 
• Brezhnev criticized the Cultural Revolution 
• USSR refused to assist China in building nuclear weapons 
• SEA conflict - Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia 

 
Vietnam War (1955-1975): 
Origins of the Vietnam war: 

• the first Indochina war: 
o rooted from the US containment policy and belief that anything 

related to communism was based in Moscow – resulted in 
increased support to the French  

o the domino effect- belief that Vietnam becoming communist would 
lead to other surrounding nations becoming communist 

o the French defeat marked the end of the conflict 
• the Geneva accords: 

o ended the war in vietnam 
o granted independence to laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam 
o temporarily divided Vietnam 

→North controlled by Ho Chi Minh (communist regime) 
→South controlled by Ngo Dinh Diem (supported by US and France) 

• the new ‘South’ 
o over a million anti-communist Vietnamese migrated south  
o Ngo Dinh Diem has a hard time organizing a stable government due 

to Vietnam being Buddhist in majority and due to concerns of 
violence 

o The French withdraw from south Vietnam in 1956 
• The Viet Cong: 

o Aka the Vietnamese communists 
o ARVN forces were used to attack the Viet Cong 
o Viet Cong used assassinations and guerrilla attacks 
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