
Global War: Case study 1 - Japanese expansion in East Asia (1931–1941)

Historical background

Commodore Matthew Perry

- For most of the Edo period (1603-1867), Japan deliberately isolated itself from the rest of the world, fearing the

influence from foreign culture or beliefs

- In 1853, Commodore Matthew Perry (US Navy), arrived at Japan with several steam ships to open up trade

between the two countries through “Gunboat diplomacy”

- “Gunboat diplomacy” - negotiating/foreign policy while displaying superior naval power and force

- Having watched China’s defeat and consequent humiliation to Britain in the First Opium War a decade earlier,

the shogun agreed to sign the Convention of Kanagawa in 1854

- This agreement ended 220 years of Japanese seclusion, established diplomatic relations with the US, and

opened Japanese ports to American trade

The Meiji Restoration

- The impact of the Opium Wars on China and Commodore Perry’s 'gunboat diplomacy' convinced Japanese elites

that they needed to pursue an extensive program of reforms based on Western models to modernise Japan

- Meiji restoration was an era of social, political, economic and military reforms

- A more modern social hierarchy

- Market economy similar to western models to allow industrialization

- Encouraged nationalism and patriotism - ‘rich country, strong military’

- Japanese military borrowed German military tactics and built up their navy with help from the British

- Government became a limited form of democracy, with a Diet (legislature, but simply to assist decisions)

- However, the dominant powers of the Emperor remained - Emperor made his own decisions and the

military answered to him directly (Emperor as commander-in-chief of the Military)

Causes of expansion

The impact of Japanese nationalism and militarism on foreign policy

Japan’s destiny as leader of Asia

- The Meiji restoration resulted in Japan’s high military and industrial prowess

- This, alongside Shinto-fueled nationalism, called for the acquisition of new lands

- Shinto nationalism - the belief that Japan is created by the Sun Goddess, Emperor descended from the gods, and

so superior to all others (even officially incorporated the rising Sun into the national flag)

➔ Foreign policy - Japan proclaimed that its destiny was to become the leading nation in Asia

Invasion and occupation of Korea (1876-1904)

- To imitate Western powers, and to get resources to industrialise, Japan had to colonise other countries

- Korea was geographically close, weak due to lack of reforms, and rich in natural resources (eg. coal and iron)

- Forced Korea (Gunboat Diplomacy) to sign an unfair trade treaty (similar to the one Japan signed with the US)

The First Sino-Japanese War (1894–95)

- Japan easily won, seizing many regions of China and forcing some economic dominance over China, positioning

itself as a colonial world power in Asia

- Tripled Intervention (Germany, Russia and France) were concerned about the growing Japanese power, and

forced the return of these regions - this was immensely frustrating and humiliating to Japan, and consequently

had a huge impact on militarism and nationalism

- Intense industrialisation between 1896 and 1904 to decrease reliance on iron and steel imports

- The victories also increased morality and validated their strength, leading to a thirst for further conquest

The Russo-Japanese War (1904–05)

- Japan went to war with Russia over competing interests in Manchuria and Korea, and for revenge (intervention)
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Global War: Case study 2 - German and Italian expansion (1933–1940)

Italian Expansion

Italian Foreign Policy

Strongman Theory

A type of authoritarian political leader, characterised by autocratic military dictatorships

- One person - a dictator, usually a high-ranked military officer - makes all the decisions

- The military has complete or substantial control over political authority

Italian Fascism

Fascism - an authoritarian ideology that promotes a particularly violent form of imperialism

Key aspects of the Fascist Doctrine

1. Nationalism - Belief that their country is superior to others, which often leads to “purge” of foreign influences

2. Social Unity - opposes class-based divisions in society, promotes a united “in-group” and an “out-group”

3. Authoritarianism - state has totalitarian control over all aspects of society, people are subservient to the state

4. Militarism - promotes the acceptance of violence as a necessary part of life and progress - violence and order

5. Social Darwinism - eugenics, “Survival of the fittest”, but based on the flawed notion that human beings are of

different species - the in-group has superior genes while the out-group is subhuman/inferior

Why Facism was popular

Facism promised to:

1. Bring law and order to the streets (economic and political turmoil at the time)

2. Fight for the interests of the Italians (return Italy to “greatness”)

3. Confront the threat of Socialists and Communists (widespread fear from the Red Years)

Through these claims, Mussolini and Facism gained popular support from:

- Wealthy industrialist and landowners - were worried about the communist threat

- The Pope and the Catholic Church - wanted more power and better relations to the state

- The working and middle classes - wanted all three (order, Italian interests, protection from Communism)

Coupled with the incompetence of the failing LIberal Government, Facism was very appealing in Italy at the time

Italian Foreign Policy

Mussolini’s Foreign Policy

Mussolini did not have a “master plan”, mainly speaking in broad, vague terms - his goals were:

- Revise the TOV - more territorial gains for Italy, revise the “mutilated victory”

- Establish a modern Roman Empire in the Mediterranean

- Develop and expand its colonial empire in Africa

- The Balkans as its sphere of influence

- However, not sure which colonies to expand, or how much power to achieve in the Balkans

- Create national glory - “make Italy great, respected and feared”

- Achieve a great power status by military buildup and become the dominant power in the Mediterranean

- Not sure how to achieve “dominance”

- Spazio vitale - Italy needed to secure spazio vitale (‘living space’) in order for the country to survive and thrive

(Very similar to Hitler’s foreign policies - revise the TOV; establish a great German Empire; lebensraum)

Foreign policy in the 1920s

Limitations to the foreign policy in the 1920s

- Greater powers - Italy could not stand up to Britain and France, the dominant powers in Europe, as they were

not strong enough militarily and relied on them for trading (changed after Depression)

- Lack of industrialisation - lack of industrialised military weapons, agriculture, leading to a weak military and lack

of food which made them dependant on imports from other countries
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German Expansion

German Foreign Policy

Nazi Ideology

- Nazism (National Socialism) had an ideology and political manifesto

- However, as they were a single-party dictatorship, technically Nazism was whatever Hitler wanted at the time

- This lead to contradictions, but also allows flexibility

- Eg. initially women were not allowed to work (believe that their purpose was only to give birth),

however near the end of the war they were allowed to work due to shortage of workers

- The only consistency was Fuhrerprinzip - Hitler was the Fuhrer and had absolute power and obedience

Nazi Terminology and Beliefs

Fuhrerprinzip - ‘leader principle’

- Belief that the leader (Hitler)’s will is the fundamental basis of all political authority

- From this developed the ‘cult of the leader’

Gleichschaltung - ‘co-ordination’

- The process of Nazification - the Nazi Party taking control over all aspects of Germany, creation of a co-ordinated

society free of challenges to social order, with institutions as Nazi-fied as possible - a ‘Volksgemeinschaft’

Volksgemeinschaft - ‘people’s community’

- The ideal German society - a racially pure, unified and hierarchically organised body in which the interests of

individuals are strictly subordinate to those of the nation, achieved through Gleichschaltung

Herrenvolk - ‘master race’

- The Nazis believed that Germanic people of northern European origins are a ‘master race’, the Herrenvolk, and

are considered superior to others

- Believed that all of humanity are separated into two categories

- Übermensch (superhuman) - Hitler, the Herrenvolk or Aryan race

- Üntermensch (subhuman) - mostly Jews, Marxists, ‘out’ groups (blacks, gipsies, asians etc.)

- This lead to social Darwinism, social unity and a racially separated society

Aryn race - race concept/racial grouping term

- The concept of a 'pure German race' or Herrenvolk, that had a duty to control the world

- 'Aryan', linked with the German word 'Ehre' (honour), depicted their image of 'the honourable people

- The Nazis believed that the Aryans had the most "pure blood" of all the people on earth - the ideal Aryan had

pale skin, blond hair and blue eyes (germanic features)

- Lebensborn - program to breed ‘Aryan’ children from people deemed ‘racially pure/valuable’ to create

Volksgemeinschaft

- “Hereditary courts” ordered abortions and sterilisation of people of not “good racial stock”

- Germans prohibited from marrying “Übermensch”

- Originally, ‘Aryn’ was a ethnic label referring to the noble class from Āryāvarta parts of India

Blut und Boden - ‘Blood and Soil’

- The belief that the blood of the community is rooted in the soil

- A nationalist slogan expressing Nazi Germany's ideal of a "racially" defined national body ("blood") united with a

settlement area ("soil") - tied to the concept of Lebensraum

Lebensraum - ‘living space’

- The belief that it is the right of the superior Germanic people to acquire living space for its people

- This concept was the main drive behind much of Hitler’s foreign policy and military conquests (invasion and

expansion) - believed that eastern Europe had to be conquered to create a vast German empire (Ein reich), and

as land expansion was essential to the survival of a people

Ein Volk, ein Reich, ein Führer - ‘One people, one empire, one leader’
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Stalin focused on establishing himself as the undisputed leader, initiating his Five Year plan to modernise the country

and crushing any potential political opposition (Great Purge of 1936-38)

- This meant most foreign affairs experts/ambassadors were dead or exiled, limiting their foreign influence

- The USSR relied on Britain and France to limit Hitler’s aggression, and so pursued a military alliance with them

Britain and France’s policy of appeasement showed that the Western countries likely would not protect the USSR

- Stalin changed from a pro-Western approach to negotiating with Germany

- Resulted in the Nazi-Soviet Pact of August 1939, buying Stalin time to rebuild the Red Army after the purges

The USSR invaded Poland soon after Germany did, dividing it into two

- A campaign of political assassinations and oppression to wipe out Polish resistance, the Katyn Massacre

Winter war - Soviet invasion of Finland to create a security buffer for Leningrad

- Met with fierce resistance and war continued until the 13th of March 1940

- In June 1940, the Soviets occupied the Baltic states of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia, again for the purpose of

creating a security buffer from future German aggression

US response to German aggression

After WW1 and due to the Great Depression, the US was committed to isolationism and neutrality, refusing to sign the

TOV and join the League, signing a series of Neutrality Acts

- These acts forbid the US from supplying or transporting weapons, loans or war supplies to nations at war

Thus, when WW2 started in 1939, there was no action from the US or change in foreign policy

- In November 1939, another Neutrality Act was passed, the ‘Cash and Carry’ policy - allowing the supply of

weapons and war materiel to nations at war as long as the country transported it and paid immediately

When Germany began invading the Low Countries and France, US attitude began to change

- Committee to Defend America by Aiding the Allies (CDAAA) was formed - promoting greeted US involvement

(through supply rather than direct intervention) and informing the US public of the Allies struggles

- America First Committee (AFC) was formed - opposing any involvement in the war and advocated continued

neutrality and isolationism, against the CDAAA

Destroyers-for-Bases agreement with Britain in September 1940, the US supplying 50 naval destroyers to Britain in

exchange for land rights in Britain to build military bases

Selective Training and Service Act - peacetime conscription in the US

The Presidential election of November 1940 had a much greater focus on foreign policy than the election of 1936

- Increased discussion in American society over the possibility of US intervention in the war

Roosevelt began to refer to the US as the ‘Arsenal of Democracy’

- Represented a pledge to support Britain through the supply of weapons and war matériel

- In March 1941, Roosevelt signed An Act to Promote the Defence of the United States (the Lend-Lease)

- Allowed the US government to bypass the Neutrality Acts so it could lend (rather than sell) weapons and war

matériel to countries at war, as long as these countries were deemed vital for the defence of the US

Debate within the Roosevelt administration about a potential alliance with the USSR to contain German expansion

- By the late 1930s, Roosevelt had concluded that the Soviet Union was less of a threat to European peace and

security than Germany, shifting American foreign policy accordingly

- However, Stalin had already given up on pursuing a pro-Western foreign policy

- Roosevelt did extend Lend-Lease to the USSR following the German invasion of the USSR in 1941
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