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🗯 Sample essays

Paper 1: UK Politics and Core Political Ideas UK Politics
1 Democracy and participation

1.3 Pressure groups and other influences
1.4 Rights in context

2 Political parties 
2.2 Established political parties
2.3 Emerging and minor UK political parties
2.4 UK political parties in context

3 Electoral systems 
3.1 Different electoral systems
3.3 Electoral system analysis

4 Voting behaviour and the media
4.2 The influence of the media 

1 Conservatism: core ideas and principles
1.2 Differing views and tensions within conservatism
1.3 Conservative thinkers and their ideas

2 Socialism: core ideas and principles
2.2 Differing views and tensions within socialism
2.3 Socialist thinkers and their ideas

Paper 2: UK Government and Non-core Political Ideas UK Government
1 The constitution 

1.3 The role and powers of devolved bodies in the UK, and the impact of this devolution 
on the UK
1.4 Debates on further reform

2 Parliament 
2.2 The comparative powers of the House of Commons and House of Lords
2.3 The legislative process
2.4 The ways in which Parliament interacts with the Executive
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Paper 1: UK Politics and Core Political 
Ideas UK Politics

1 Democracy and participation

3 Prime Minister and Executive 
3.1 The structure, role and powers of the Executive
3.2 The concept of ministerial responsibility

4 Relations between the branches 
4.1 The Supreme Court and its interactions with, and influence over, the legislative and 
policy-making processes

Paper 3A: Government and Politics of the USA
1 US Constitution and federalism 

1.1 The nature of the US Constitution
1.2 The key features of the US Constitution and an evaluation of their effectiveness 
today

2 US Congress 
2.1 The structure of Congress
2.2 The functions of Congress
2.3 Interpretations and debates around Congress

3 US presidency 
3.1 Formal sources of presidential power as outlined in the US Constitution and their use
3.2 Informal sources of presidential power and their use
3.3 The presidency

4 US Supreme Court and civil rights
4.1 The nature and role of the Supreme Court
4.3 The Supreme Court and public policy
4.4 The protection of civil liberties and rights in the US today
4.5 Race and rights in contemporary US politics
4.6 Interpretations and debates of the US Supreme Court and civil rights

5 US democracy and participation 
5.1 Electoral systems in the USA
5.2 The key ideas and principles of the Democratic and Republican parties
5.3 Interest groups in the USA 

6 Comparative approaches 
6.2.3 UK and US legislative branches
6.2.5 UK and US executive branches
6.2.6 Rational, cultural and structural approaches
6.2.9 UK and US democracy and participation
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1.3 Pressure groups and other influences
There are insider, outsider, sectional/interest and promotional/cause groups

Group methods

Insider methods

Try access key decision makers to 
argue case directly

Provide specialist info and advice 
when govt considering new 
legislation

Try target and influence specific 
members of HoC, HoL, EU

UK policies regarding farming are make 
at EU level, National Farmers Union 
therefore lobbies Brussels, not 
Westminster

Outside methods

Mass public campaigns such as 
marches and demonstrations to put 
pressure on govt, i.e. Stop the War 
and anti-austerity demonstrations in 
London

Publicity stunts of various kinds

Social media, e-petitions and the 
internet to voice their concerns and 
raise public support

Use of celebrities to contribute

Civil disobedience and illegal 
activities 

Factors influencing success

Insider consulted by government, 
aims tend to be compatible with 
government

Social status important social 
position can be key as may not 
have economic power

Wealth use large funds for 
campaign purposes, can afford to 
hire expensive lobbyists

Size mass memberships or clearly 
represent large population more 
likely succeed

Public support even if govt not 
concerned can feel pressure

Celebrity endorsement can be 
helpful publication

Other collective organizations

Corporations large companies seek to lobby govt to encourage them to legislate 
in certain areas, i.e. Uber license in London

Think Tanks privately funded, non-profit organizations that conduct research with 
view to change political policies, academic research, i.e. Centre for Policy 
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Argued that any attempt by he state to make society “fairer” was unjust; if people 
were allowed to make their own decisions and pursue their own interests, that 
was natural justice

Key concepts

Natural justice

Taxation as theft

Key work

Anarchy, the State 
and Utopia

Key quotation

“No state more 
extensive than the 
minimal state can be 
justified”

2 Socialism: core ideas and principles
Collectivism – to cover how collective human effort is both of greater practical 
value to the economy and moral value to society than the effort of individuals

Common Humanity – to cover the nature of humans as social creatures with a 
tendency to co-operation, sociability and rationality, and how the individual 
cannot be understood without reference to society, as human behaviour is 
socially determined

Equality – is a fundamental value of socialism – to cover the disagreements 
among socialists about the nature of equality and how it is critical to the state, 
society, the economy and human nature

Social Class – a group of people in society who have the same socioeconomic 
status – to cover the extent to which class impacts on socialists’ views of society, 
the state and the economy

Workers’ Control − to cover the importance and the extent of control over the 
economy and/or state and how it is to be achieved

2.2 Differing views and tensions within socialism
Revolutionary Socialism − socialism can be brought about only by the overthrow 
of the existing political and societal structures

Social Democracy − an ideological view that wishes to humanize capitalism in 
the interests of social justice

Third Way − a middle-ground alternative route to socialism and free-market 
capitalism.

2.3 Socialist thinkers and their ideas
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process

With the increased likelihood of 
divided govt, it reduces the tyranny 
of one branch

Congress

Difficult to overturn a president’s 
veto

Likelihood of presidential bills 
passing is largely unhindered

3 US presidency 

3.1 Formal sources of presidential power as outlined in the US 
Constitution and their use
The President is both head of state and head of government. The powers are clearly 
set out in Article II of the Constitution. 

Head of State

Attending global summits

G7 or the World Economic 
Forum at Davos

Making treaties

Nominating ambassadors (and 
receiving foreign ambassadors)

Granting pardons 

Obama exercised executive 
clemency for federal crimes to 
1927 people, 212 full pardons

Head of government

Chief appointing officer (senior 
judges etc.)

Signing or vetoing legislation

Executing legislation

Appointing the cabinet

The State of the Union address

Commander-in-chief

Heads the armed forces and is responsible for defense of the USA

3.2 Informal sources of presidential power and their use
Executive orders

Issued by the president

Similar effect to new 
legislation

Mandate

From the votes of millions of Americans

Biden received over 77 million votes
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towards their parties, 
interest groups gain 
significance; influence 
factions within the 
parties, and influence 
policy-making

separation of powers, 
means large number of 
access points for 
interest groups

State level, in 
parties, 
Congress, the 
executive

Provides an avenue 
for activism through 
being able to take 
cases to the SC

Groups with access 
to plenty of funds and 
resources most 
effective 

Tactics of interest groups

Lobbying the principle method, practice protected by the First Amendment of the 
US Constitution

Huge corporate industry with approx. 12,000 registered lobbyists spending 
approx. $3 billion yearly

Groups pay lobbying firms to work on their behalf, or practice lobbying 
themselves

Legal methods including use of the legal system to advance their cause

Brown v Board of Education 1954

Snyder vs Phelps 2011, Westbro Baptist Church and alleged hate speech

Publicity, focus on trying to influence the public, rather than directly influence 
politicians and they use the publicity and media for this

NRA ran advertisements criticizing Obama over proposed gun reforms

Impact on democracy

Partly depends on what type of democracy (liberal / representative / pluralist / 
constitutional)

Interest groups encourage 
participation and get people 
involved who may otherwise feel 
excluded in a two-party system

Under-represented groups can be 
represented through interest group 
activity

Many groups are even more 
exclusive and non-participatory 
then parties

Some forms of participation are 
fundamentally undemocratic 
(rioting)

People who exercise power and 
influence through interest groups 
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Structural Powers checked by both the legislature and the judiciary

Both set the main legislative agenda 

President through State of the Union address

PM through drafting the Queen’s Speech

Differences

Rational Is elected personally with 
an individual mandate

Cannot seek re-election 
after a second term, so 
not concerned about re-
election in the second 
term

Not directly elected, but 
commands the majority of the 
HoC

Concerned about re-election as 
party leader, and no restriction 
on how many times they can 
seek to return to the role

Cultural There is a singular 
executive - in the person 
of the president - although 
he appoints a cabinet and 
EXOP

Collective executive (cabinet 
government - “primes inter 
pares”) in theory, although some 
PMs have a more presidential 
style

Structural Head of state as well as 
head of government

Role clearly described and 
delimited in the 
Constitution

Members of the executive 
cannot be part of the 
legislature

Has power of veto, set out 
in the Constitution

Head of government, but 
monarch is head of state

No clear enumeration of powers 
(could potentially be an “elective 
dictatorship”)

Cabinet is appointed from 
parliament and must sit in 
parliament

PM generally needs no veto 
(parl majority) but has no 
constitutional right to overturn 
the will of parliament

6.2.6 Rational, cultural and structural approaches
Rational Theory


