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Causes of the Easter rising 
 

1. Cultural nationalism 
2. Impact of Ulster resistance 
3. The First World War 
4. Effect on the IRB 
5. A revolt against the IPP 
6. Reorganisation of the IRB 
7. Need for a Blood sacrifice 
8. Involvement of James Connolly and the Irish citizen army. 

 

New nationalism (cultural nationalism) 
 
Towards the end of the 19th century, the idea that Ireland had a distinctive cultural 
identity began to take hold. The cause of cultural nationalism was helped by a growing 
disillusionment with constitutional nationalism as a result of the failure of the first two 
home rule bills. Indeed, the failure of the 2nd Home rule bill convinced many nationalists 
that their aims could not be achieved by constitutional means. Instead, they sought to 
create a distinct Irish identity, which would one day be used to forcefully assert Irish 
independence. They diverted their energies into creating a Gaelic League to 
reawaken interest in the Irish language and a National Literary Society to develop 
an interest in Irish literature and Irish history. They also sought to establish a unique 
Irish culture, with distinct Irish sports through the creation of the GAA. 
 
The Gaelic League was the key organisation in the quest for cultural regeneration and 
it brought a generation of young men to the cause of Irish nationalism. Patrick Pearse 
said of the League that it provided his “tutelage” by demonstrating what was meant by 
Irishness. Douglas Hyde, the League’s original founder, had intended that the 
movement should stay outside politics, but as time went on it became increasingly 
difficult to divorce the desire for cultural nationalism from the desire for political 
freedom. In November 1913, Pearse hinted at his revolutionary intentions when he 
stated: ‘We never meant to be Gaelic Leaguers, and nothing more than Gaelic 
Leaguers.’ 
 
The cultural movement attracted young men of talent and ambition who felt politically 
excluded by the established forces of constitutional nationalism. It was from this group 
that the Irish revolutionary elite emerged. The revival of the language gave Ireland a 
claim to nationality, and the Gaelic League classes helped to develop the romantic 
revolutionary spirit which was so prominent among the leaders of the Rising, e.g. 
Pearse, Plunkett and MacDonagh. Lyons says of these three: “They were all poets, 
they were all Gaelic enthusiasts, they were all consumed by the same fire of 
revolutionary romanticism.” 
 
The main contribution of new nationalism to the Easter Rising is that it boosted 
the idea of a separate, distinct Irish nation, and it also produced a number of key 
leaders of the Rising.  
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British 
 
Opinion abroad 
 
Opinion abroad was growing increasingly uneasy at the overall brutality of the war. 
South African leader, Jan Simuts, warned Lloyd George that British policy in Ireland 
was a “Colomity” and was undermining Britain’s moral authority. The acts of the black 
and tans caused embarrassing publicity both domestically and worldwide which lead 
to Britain offering a truce for Ireland. 
 
Opinion Locally 
 
At home the liberal press condemned the British tactics, and the labour party 
commissioned a report which according to Rees was “Scathing in its criticism of the 
government” and that “Things are being done in Ireland which would disgrace the 
blackest animals of the lowest despotism in Europe”. The church of England 
condemned the government and urged them to open talks with Sinn Fein. 
 
Lloyd George 
 
Lloyd George had 2 options on what to do in Ireland. He could use the British army to 
crush the rest of the IRA and end the war in Ireland or have negotiations with Sinn 
Fein. Although with soldiers’ morale being low with the constant attacks in them by the 
IRA and senior military expressing doubts about the capacity to continue their 
campaign of resistance against the IRA, he had only really one choice. 
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Who was most to blame for the Home Rule Crisis?  

John Redmond/IPP 

The IPP were very weak and unorganised throughout the crisis. The IPP was 
complacent, and they placed too much trust in the Liberal Government, Jefferies 
comments that Redmond "simply trusted Asquith to deliver Home Rule".  

Kee criticised Redmond for "allowing himself to be completely dependent on the 
Liberals without recognising the dangers of such dependency". The IPP failed to take 
Unionist opposition seriously and underestimated them; Redmond described their 
opposition as a "mere bluff". They had no policy on Ulster and were completely thrown 
by the Ulster issue.  

Redmond also failed to utilise the IVF and build them into a strong military organisation 
like Carson had done with the UVF and Redmond reluctantly got involved with the 
leadership of the IVF as they posed a threat to the IPP.  

However, on the 2nd of February 1914 Asquith met with Redmond and told him that 
exclusion for Ulster was unavoidable, Asquith wrote that Redmond "shivered visibly 
and was a good deal perturbed", this shows how weak Redmond's policies were as 
he had no policy for Ulster at all and didn't even consider it a real issue.  

Following this meeting Redmond, Dillon and Devlin accepted the exclusion of four 
counties for a six-year period, Redmond referred to this as the "price of peace".  

Asquith/Liberals 
 
Blame can be thrown to Asquith as he neglected the Ulster question. In fact, it was not 
until February 1912, when the general framework of the Bill had already been decided, 
that the cabinet focused its attention on Ulster.  
The cabinet failed to consider the implications of Ulster Unionist opposition despite 
such hostility having already been apparent during the previous two Home Rule Bills.  
 
Yet as Rees states, “Asquith preferred to hold back, waiting to see if any compromise 
was necessary.” Even though this is a common practice it did not work in Asquith’s 
case.  
Asquith had missed his chance to seize the initiative in 1912, when a compromise 
based on some form of Ulster exclusion may have been possible, meaning the crisis 
over Home Rule was still unresolved because of Asquith's actions, or rather, lack of. 
         
In addition to this, in April 1914, the UVF landed a huge consignment of arms and 
ammunition in the Larne gunrunning. They had been purchased by Major Fred 
Crawford, a UVF member and former army officer. Although the importation of arms 
had been illegal since December 1913, the gunrunning was a propaganda coup for 
the Unionists, Carson and Bonar Law taking full responsibility. Asquith condemned the 
gun-running but did not prosecute Carson. 
 
Andrew Bonar law/Conservatives 
 
Their new leader, Bonar Law was determined to push the boundaries of constitutional 
politics to prevent Home Rule and attacked it by calling it a "corrupt parliamentary 
bargain" between Redmond and Asquith - the price of the Liberals remaining in power. 
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