
HIS 334 Midterm Exam 
 
Prehistory 
1) What according to Bonnie Anderson and Judith Zinsser, can evidence from archaeology, 
biology, psychology, anthropology tell us about women in prehistory? 
Archaeology  
-sculptures may tell of roles of some women in ancient times.  
ex: stone sculpture with “bride” symbolized honorable roles and naked flute player symbolizing 
dishonorable roles.  
-writings could also give us insight about how they were treated. 
 
Biology  
-physical differences in sexes.  
ex: male has testosterone, might make them more aggressive.  
-Male strength and aggressiveness may lead to dominance over females. 
 
Psychology  
-men feel the need to subordinate women b/c males envy women.  
-motherhood gives a woman value and a function. Fatherhood is less significant.  
-easier for a girl to become a woman than for a boy to become a man. 
 
Anthropology(study contemporary peoples) 
-societies with warfare -> women depended on men for protection, the price may have been her 
subordination 
 
2) What is the significance of the “Venus of Willendorf” figurine, and what are the various ways in 
which it has been interpreted? 
Many venus figures and other venus forms of art were discovered -> important 
Found in raised areas that might have been a shrine (worship fertility, goddess) 
What women should look like because these body parts are relevant to fertility. 
Had red ochre smeared, is it supposed to symbolize blood or life? 
Scholars interpret it as a symbol of fertility or agricultural fertility. 
Priestess or and individual? 
 
3) What are the main arguments for and against the “matriarchy hypothesis”? 
For – large amount of figurines found in raised areas 
Against – variety of figurines, lack of depictions of children 
 
Ancient Near East 
1) What is the argument of Gerda Lerner in her “Veiling the Woman” chapter and, more broadly, 
in her book The Creation of Patriarchy, discussed in class? 
Gerda Lerner, a feminist scholar, was trying to figure out the origin of subordination of women by 
patriarchy by using Mesopotamia as an example. Lawmakers wanted to draw clear lines of distinction 
b/w respectable and non-respectable women. Veiled woman seen as being under guardianship of a man 
(husband or father).  Priestesses (high status) evolved into prostitution. There were different ranks of 
people based on society and gender.  
 
In her book, she argues that the subordination of women is a historical phenomenon, not a natural one 
and the oppression of women began with the emergence of agriculture. Domination of women was the 
foundation for slavery. 
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52). It was common for a woman to hold a job such as moneylender, merchant, candlestick maker, bookmaker, or a 

seller of produce. A major change that occurred was the organization of a guild system. Guilds helped women find 

work, although some wives and daughters were able to continue their family businesses. Widows typically took 

over her husband’s practice. Women had the privilege of learning a craft and trading with people in the countryside. 

“Femme sole” was a new legal status a woman could have, which meant she was a single woman. It was rare for 

women to be working alongside men before urbanization. 

 Martin Luther was the catalyst for the Protestant Reformation, a religious and cultural change. Luther’s 95 

theses denounced theological issues within the church, such as fornication, financial corruption, and nepotism. The 

reformation of the church led to its split. The Western church insisted that the doctrine be based solely on the bible. 

Since reading the bible was the primary factor of being a good Christian, a wave of literacy swept women. The 

bible was also translated into other languages, so women of German or English descent may read it as well. Luther 

also advocated the closing of convents and forcing nuns to abandon their previous ways of living (Wiesner 9). This 

only directly affected women of the first estate. Women of all estates were encouraged to marry and be obedient to 

their husbands. Women that were once of the third estate, and joined a convent, were still poor and left with no 

shelter. Many nuns and sisters relinquished their vows and married, returned to their families, or found some way to 

support themselves. Protestant reformers questioned the morals of convents and compared them to brothels 

(Wiesner 9). They also reduced the emphasis on female saints, such as Mary. Women of all estates were affected 

because pregnant women must pray to Christ, a male, instead of St. Anne, a saint for pregnant women (Wiesner 

14). The reformation also took its toll on working women. For a woman to be a candlestick maker, she had to marry 

a candlestick maker.   

 The Renaissance was a cultural, social and political change, which brought women’s status “back to the old 

days”. Although the Renaissance was a revolution that introduced many intellectual pursuits, women themselves 

did not have a “renaissance”. The Romans explored humanism, classical learning of Greece and ancient Athens. 

This resulted in a decline of freedom of liberties of women, especially those of the second estate. Bureaucrats took 

political power away from noble women. All women were urged to stay at home and they could not perform the 

same jobs they had previously outside the home. There was also an increase of misogynistic literature. Women of 
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-Paterfamilias can give manus to woman’s husband -> she becomes member of husbands family, worship 
his gods. 
W/o manus -> excluded from husbands religious worship, under authority of paterfamilias. Husband not 
need to maintain wife after divorce 
-Paterfamilias decide marriage partner b/c of political/military alliances 
-Adultery was a legal offense for women, but not men. Adulteress married sine manu -> paterfamilias can 
kill her. 
-Elite/wealthy women had more freedom (academic/musical education, shop, public spectacles 
-Slave women did household tasks in elite homes. May buy her freedom through tips 
 
Hortensias Speech 
-Richest women being asked to donate for the service of the war 
Hortensia  
–deprived of our sons, fathers, husbands, brothers 
-why should we pay when we have nothing to do with your actions or war; taxes paid but no part in the 
honors 
-says they will not contribute 
-amount of women to pay were reduced 
 
Women in Bible 
-Biblical image of women same as men – strengths and weaknesses, goals and strategies. Nothing female 
about how women are portrayed. 
-Family-oriented goals; perform dangerous acts to safe life of their child (defy authority) 
Concerned w/ economic well-being and future security of their children 
-Wives very supportive of their husbands (Michal protected David from Saul) 
-Wives want children. Motherhood is their goal; willing to give husband a woman. 
-Goals are the same as men. No sisterly solidarity.  
-Women not expected to be absolutely subordinate to men. 
-Women w/o power influenced men to do their bidding (guilt provoking) 
-Deceit by women to gain access to areas 
-Bible stories of guilt provoking and deceit, but no condemnation 
 
Genesis 
-Men and women created in gods image 
-Eve created out of adams rib 
-Eve seen as corruption and sin 
-Fall of humankind to a harsher existence 
-Are men superior b/c created first or women because they are second and improved 
- Bible also says: “in the image of god he created him; male and female he created them”. This could also 
mean men and women are equals. 
 
Christianity 
-Bible describes a patrilineal and patrilocal society; no other patriarchal details in stories; women not 
portrayed differently from men 
-St. Paul letters – more egalitarian society; no woman has authority over men; head cover in Church; be 
silent; repeated calls for asceticism, celibacy, chastity 
-Gospel – described the female followers of Jesus (women in public/private ) – he took women seriously 
and considered them part of his mission (Mary Magdalene - prostitute), interacted w/ poor, low social 
status, slaves, prostitutes 
-Christianity as a religion had a following of women, children, and slaves – individuals who had few rights 
and little to no political power 
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