
ALL possible questions (with answers) that could come up on a June 2022 AQA A-Level 

Philosophy exam 

+ BONUS ESSAY PLANS for 25-mark questions 

 
Paper 1: 

3.1 Epistemology 

 

3.1.1 What is knowledge?  
- The tripartite view 

 
o Define (a) acquaintance knowledge, (b) ability knowledge, and (c) propositional 

knowledge (3 marks) 
 

(a) acquaintance knowledge (‘knowledge of’) – i.e., being familiar with something, e.g., 
knowing the taste of pineapple. 
(b) ability knowledge (‘knowledge how’) – i.e., practical knowledge that is expressed through 
actions rather than language, e.g., knowing how to swim. 
(c) propositional knowledge (‘knowledge that’) – i.e., factual knowledge that requires language 
and concepts in order to exist and be expressed, e.g., knowing that 2+2=4. This is the only type 
of knowledge that can be passed on from one person to another, according to Linda Zagzebski. 
 

o What is the tripartite definition of knowledge? (3 marks) 

The tripartite definition of knowledge is a view that knowledge is defined in terms of 3 
conditions: Justification (S must have sufficient evidence for believing in P), Truth (P must be 
true), and Belief (S must believe in P). The 3 conditions are individually necessary (each one of 
them must be present for P to be knowledge) and jointly sufficient (all 3 together will suffice for 
P to be considered knowledge). 

o Explain the view that belief is a necessary condition for propositional knowledge, 
according to the tripartite definition (5 marks) 
 

The tripartite definition of knowledge states that Justification, Truth, and Belief are individually 
necessary and jointly sufficient components of the definition of propositional knowledge, 
according to the Platonic view (hence the J+T+B formula). Belief condition requires an agent (S) 
to believe in proposition (P) for it to be considered knowledge. Some argued that belief is not 
necessary for an assertion to be knowledge, however, asserting that it is raining outside without 
genuinely believing in this, would be incoherent.  
 

o Explain the view that truth is a necessary condition for propositional knowledge, 
according to the tripartite definition (5 marks) 

 
The tripartite definition of knowledge states that Justification, Truth, and Belief are individually 
necessary and jointly sufficient components of the definition of propositional knowledge, 
according to the Platonic view (hence the J+T+B formula). Truth condition requires a 
proposition (P) to be true to be counted as knowledge. Truth is regarded as a necessary condition 
for knowledge because we cannot really know anything if it is not true – i.e. if it doesn’t 
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much trustworthy. She gave an example of a hob getting red as its temperature increases (i.e., 
coherence of sight and touch). This teaches us that a specific change in one sense correlates to a 
respective change in a different sense, which implies that the world is arranged in a law-like way, 
suggesting that some sort of mind-independent world exists and correlates with the reality in our 
mind.  

o Explain G. Berkeley’s attack on J. Locke’s primary/secondary quality distinction (12 
marks) 

British philosopher J. Locke claimed that there are 2 types of properties – primary and 
secondary. This distinction is Locke’s argument for the view of Indirect Realism. He stated that 
there are differences between primary and secondary properties summarised as shown: 

There are two criticisms of Locke’s primary/secondary qualities distinction introduced by 
Berkeley.  

Firstly, he agrees that secondary qualities can vary (inter- and intrapersonally – i.e., properties 
vary between two or more perceivers and within a single perceiver respectively). Namely, 
colours, tastes, and such appear to be different between or within perceivers, which suggests that 
secondary properties are mind-dependent.  

However, Berkeley also argues that primary properties are mind-dependent as well: 

- What appears small from a distance, looks larger when viewed close-up, 
- Small objects may seem huge for small animals, 
- What looks smooth to an eye, appears craggy when viewed through a microscope. 

Therefore, primary properties are also relative to the perceiver, which suggests that they are open 
to perceptual variation and, therefore, are mind-dependent. 

Secondly, Berkeley agrees that primary qualities are essential to an object but claims that 
secondary properties are as well. He argues that by stripping away the colours/tastes/smells of 
fruit, there would be no fruit at all. The mind cannot conceive of any objects that have primary 
properties but don’t have secondary qualities. If the idea of a tasteless, colourless, and odourless 
fruit is impossible, that the fruit is impossible as well. The object without secondary properties 
becomes no object at all, which suggests that secondary qualities are essential to the object along 
with the primary qualities. 

o BONUS ESSAY PLAN: How convincing is indirect realism? (25 marks) 

1. Explain what claims direct realism makes: IR claims that the immediate objects of 
perception are mind-dependent objects/sense-data  that are caused by and represent mind-
independent objects (further explain what claims it makes - e.g., introduce the veil of 
perception). John Locke introduced his primary/secondary quality distinction (explain 
how it works) as a core idea of the Indirect Realism. 

2. Present your opinion: this essay will argue that Indirect Realism is a valid view. It is a 
modern theory of perception developed and enhanced by contemporary philosophers (like 
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