
GEND209 Lecture Notes 
 

Victimology: The ‘science of victims’. 20th century phenomenon. Related to 
criminology, why does criminology not look at the victim? Perhaps the victim has a lot 
to do with the criminal. The victim is essential to the crime, you can’t have a crime 
without a victim. Is the victim the cause?  
  
Critical Victimology: critiques and moves beyond victim-blaming victimology.  
  
Assessment: 

• Annotated bibliography 
• Essay (2500 words) 
• Tutorial presentation and participation 
• Final Exam (2 hours) 

  
Class Discussion: 
Victim is the person who has the negative effects of a crime or situation. Pain that is 
emotional, psychological, spiritual or physical. Person effected by injustice. A personal 
view of a victim, those who believe they are victim as opposed to is officially classed a 
victim. Different perspective, personal vs judicial perspective. Concept of the perfect 
victim, hierarchy of victims. Intersectionality, those people are more likely to become 
victim’s due to social hierarchy. Victim can also be a personal concept, some 
individuals play the victim more so than others, the same thing may happen to two 
people where one may feel as though they are a victim and the other may not. An 
individual needs the reassurance from those around them that they are the victim in 
order for them to deem themselves as the victim, recognition, personal identification. 
The media grasps the story and spins it until people kind of forget about the victim.  
  
False victims, playing the victim and blame it on everybody else = anti-victimism. 
Prominent public discourse of anti-victimism.  

 
'Victims and Victimology' 
Etymology of 'victim' 
  
Victim is a western concept. In the context of victimology, victim often refers to a 
crime victim. Victim is derived from a Latin word (Victima) which means ‘beast for 
sacrifice’. The Latin word used to refer to animals but was then used as reference to 
Jesus and so forth became a broad term. Victima: a living creature offered in sacrifice 
to a deity or supernatural force.  
  
Etymology is… 
1. The study of historical linguistic change, especially as applied to individual words. 
2. An account of the history of a particular word.  
3. The derivation of a word.  
  
The word victim has a history of different meanings. The meaning of something is so 
firm, although the meaning could be held completely different in the past. Etymology 
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"The decision to publish this book has been very difficult, and taken with heavy hearts.” 

Victimological Concepts: 

• Adjacent/proximal victimization  

• Secondary victimization 

• Reactive victim-scapegoating 

Van Dijk discusses this case (Portugal, 2007):  

“In the initial media stories the couple was accused of having been insufficiently diligent as parents 
by leaving their daughter in their apartment unguarded. This initial criticism could still be interpreted 
as a straightforward case of victim blaming, offering parents across the world the reassuring 
information they were looking for: good parents have nothing to fear. But soon the allegations 
became more extreme and the parents were now accused of either having killed their daughter 
themselves or to have been instrumental in her kidnapping.” (Van Dijk, p. 15) 
 

  

Why were the parents blamed? 

“Through wild allegations that they have been accomplices of the offender, the powerful feelings of 
aggression and fear stirred up by the crime are redirected at them.” (Van Dijk, p. 18) 

—this is [reactive victim] scapegoating 

“Not just in mythology but also in real life communities can restore internal peace by venting pent 
up aggression against a single group member who is expelled from the group on account of his 
imaginary deviancy … In this special case the victims of crime fail to live up to the implied 
expectation of meekness … They are subsequently brought into line by the authorities and the 
media through acts of victim blaming.” 
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5. We Want Education For Our People That Exposes 
The True Nature Of This Decadent American Society. 
We Want Education That Teaches Us Our True History  
And Our Role In The Present-Day Society.  

6. We Want All Black Men To Be Exempt From Military Service.  

7. We Want An Immediate End To  
Police Brutality And Murder Of Black People.  

8. We Want Freedom For All Black Men  
Held In Federal, State, County And City Prisons And Jails.  

9. We Want All Black People When Brought To Trial To Be Tried In Court By A Jury Of Their Peer 
Group Or People From Their Black Communities, As Defined By The Constitution Of The United 
States.  

10. We Want Land, Bread, Housing, Education, 
Clothing, Justice And Peace.  

• “Prisons do not disappear social problems, they disappear human beings. Homelessness, 
unemployment, drug addiction, mental illness, and illiteracy are only a few of the 
problems that disappear from public view when the human beings contending with 
them are relegated to cages.” (Angela Davis) 

• “Davis has demonstrated that the freedom of many is predicated on the necessary civic 
death of racialized others.” (Eduardo Mendietta)  

Foucault and the Prison Information Group: 

• Foucault was influenced by the Black Panthers 

• Early 1970s turn in his work: from the archaeology of knowledge to discipline and the 
genealogy of power.  

• The turn is usually attributed to the influence of Nietzsche – but this discounts the influence of 
the Black Panthers, whose theories and analyses came to MF via Jean Genet.  

• “Physical pain, the pain of the body itself, is no longer the constituent element of the penalty. 
From being an art of unbearable sensations punishment has become an economy of 
suspended rights.” 

“… in the US, there must be one out of every thirty or forty black men in prison: it is here one 
can see the function of massive elimination in the American prison.” 

—Foucault, 1974, interviewed in Telos 

  

“None of us can be sure of avoiding prison. Less so than ever, today. Police control over our 
day-to-day lives is becoming tighter: in the streets and on the roads; over foreigners and 
young people; it is once more an offense to express an opinion; anti-drug measures are 
leading to increasingly arbitrary arrests. We are living under the sign of la garde à vue [under 
police custody] …” 

“They tell us that the courts are swamped. We can see that. But what if it were the police who 
had swamped them? They tell us that the prisons are overpopulated. But what if it were the 
population that were being over- imprisoned?” 

“Little information is published about prisons; this is one of the hidden regions of our social 
system, one of the cases noires [black spaces] of our lives. We have the right to know, we want 
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