
EDUC318 – Gender Issues in Education 
 
Lecture one – Intro to feminism: 
 
Provocation: 
"Boys have a life that's a lot easier than girls."  
  
In law, provocation is when a person is considered to have committed a criminal act partly because of a preceding 
set of events that might cause a reasonable person to lose self control. This makes them less morally culpable than if 
the act was premeditated (pre-planned) and done of pure malice (malice aforethought).  
  
• Provocation has been abolished in most jurisdictions. Got abolished because it was so gendered.  
• Provocation is a partial defence which mitigates murder to manslaughter in cases where the offender 

responds with lethal violence to an immediately provoking situation or behaviour. 
• Would an 'ordinary person'  respond with the same loss of control? 
• Abolished in New Zealand 2009, in response largely to Clayton Weatherston's murder of his partner Sophie 

Elliot. He unsuccessfully argued at court for manslaughter, claiming that she provoked him, failed.  
• Problematic gender-based narratives.  
• However, legal experts in both Australia and New Zealand argue that the problematic gendered narratives are 

still apparent, even without the defence of provocation.  
  
Finansforbundet on Equal Pay: What do these kids understand that your boss doesn't? 
  
Reward for achieving their goal was a jar of lollies. Boys got given a lot more lollies than the girls. Was stated that the 
reason behind the girl getting less lollies was "because she is a girl", in response, the girl replies "that is just 
weird"/"that is so unfair"/"we did the same the job, but we didn't get the same amount"/"she was just as good as 
me, so we should get the same reward, otherwise it's unfair". 
"There is no difference between girls and boys".  
"Girls aren't any worse than boys". 
"It doesn't matter if you’re a boy or a girl". 
  
Unequal pay is unacceptable in the eyes of children. Why should we accept this as adults? 
Women working in the financial sector earn on average 20% less than men. 
  
Reading: Webber, M. (2005). “Don't be so feminist”: Exploring student resistance to feminist approaches in a 
Canadian university. Women's Studies International Forum, 28(2–3), 181-194.  
  
It is challenging to hear ideas that challenge our understanding of the social order (Webber, 2005): 
  
Subtle resistance:  
• Feeling in the room 
• Body language 

  
Blatant resistance: 
• A feminist student’s perspective of other students: “…they would say “this is dumb” “I don’t believe this” or 

“this is male bashing”. I can’t believe how many times I’ve heard that stupid thing”. 
  
Anonymous resistance:  
• The expectation that “My opinion should ALWAYS be the same as the prof or TA. DON’T BE SO FEMINIST”. 
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• Contextualise both chapters. 
• Analyse selected chapters, include quotes as evidence 
• Dominant discourses, essentialist ones. 
• Compare books. 

  
Use other literature when contextualising the boy turn and girl turn. Spend most of time on the analysis.  
Weaver-Hightower - the "boy turn" 
Sandreto 
 
Lecture Ten – Discourse Analysis Continued… 
 
Compare recommendations for raising girls and boys, analyze discourses on what he sees as the best ways to raise 
girls and boys. 
Dominant discourses and counter discourses.  
APA referencing.  
  
Comparison of two covers -  
10 things girls need most -  
• A lot more going on.  
• Three girls, more social. Inclusive.  
• Color scheme. Title has girls highlighted.  
• Mixed discourse - main premise of book is girls being wild and free but cover doesn’t show this.  
• "Girls" 
• 10 things - categorical, only 10 things. Universalized.  

The New Manhood -  
• Simple. 
• "Read this book and you'll make the world a better place, by making yourself a better man" 
• Boots - dirty. Harder route to achieving things.  
• "Man" - girls v men.  
• New set of possibilities, not constrained by 10 points.  

  
What is Biddulph doing here?  
Biddulph: The new manhood  
“But early on, a young boy’s spirit begins to shrivel. By school age he is already becoming stiff and ill at ease; by the 
teen years, unhappiness is mapped into every muscle of his body. By the time he is a grown man, he is like a tiger 
raised in a zoo – prowling about, confused and numb, with huge energies untapped …Then one day, like pressure 
that has built up deep in the earth, the fault-line suddenly gives way. Then the damage is rapid and severe – a 
sudden health breakdown, a humiliating career failure that shows all the signs of self-sabotage, a shocking car 
accident for which he is clearly to blame...(Biddulph, 2013, p. 3; p. 4). 
• Deficit discourse 
• Scaremongering discourse.  
• Discourse of crisis.  
• Metaphorical discourse (tiger raised in a zoo) - suppression. Essentialism. Emotional/social isolation. Boys 

don't share emotion, they share aggression.  
• Girls are described as static metaphors (trees), where males are described as active metaphors (tigers). Nature 

elements to convey how boys are - boys energy is uncontrollable (feeding a stereotype). Comparison of nature 
reinforces essentialism that girls and boys are naturally a certain way.  

  
Essentialism -  
• Essentialism depends on stereotypes  
• These stereotypes or generalizations are universalized  
• It assumes that particular qualities are ‘natural’ to particular groups …  

“But we are also neurologically wired-up, hormonally orchestrated, and behaviorally shaped by being the sex we 
are” (Biddulph, 2013, p. 7).  
• The way we behave is determine by the way we are born.  
• Wired a certain way, just the way we are. 
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Identify examples of the null curriculum as it relates to gender. 
  
Bias in instructional materials -  
• Masculine generic constructions;  
• Female and male social and domestic roles;  
• Omission of diverse gender constructs;  
• Order of appearance.  

“Text book writers use a variety of strategies to avoid bias or stereotypical treatment of two sexes”  
(Lee & Collins, 2009, p. 366). 
  

Recommendations -  
• Offer a more balanced portrayal of women and men;  
• Make women more visible;  
• Reduce the number of stereotyped images;  
• Further research into teacher practices - ignore, extend or subvert traditional gender roles;  
• Emphasise the role played by textbook writers and publishers.  

(Lee & Collins, 2009) 
  

Teachers asking questions -  
• Whose knowledge is it?  
• Who selected it?  
• Why is it organized and taught in this way?  
• Why is it taught to this particular group?  

(Apple, 2004) 
  

“The ability to recognise that the interests of texts do not always coincide with the interests of all and that they are 
open to reconstruction; the ability to understand that discourses produce us, speak through us and can nevertheless 
be challenged and changed” (Janks, 2012, p. 159). 
  
  
One Island of Good: an alternative curriculum -  
How does the alternative education work? 
  
How it offers students different opportunities to think about themselves as learners? 
• Teach generosity 
• People have experiences in their lives that shape them to be who they are. Usually the fault of the parents.  
• Raw footage.  

 
Lecture Nineteen – Heteronormativity and teaching: 
 
Gender and teacher education - 
“If teachers are to play a positive educative role in addressing societal gender-related issues influencing social justice 
and inclusiveness, teacher education will need to ensure that their graduates are well equipped with the necessary 
understandings, attitudes, motivation and skills to enact this role”  
(Cushman, 2012, p. 776). 
  
Inadequacies in teacher education, for men -  
• The role model (especially for students with solo mothers);  
• A danger to young children;  
• A minority in the staff room (more females) ;  
• Pressure to conform with normative masculine subjectivities;  
• Low status profession for men.  

(Cushman, 2012) 
  
The Aotearoa context -  
• Dearth of statistical research  
• Lack of LBQT professional education - lack of professional development.   
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