
Study Guide – Exam 2 
main sections   readings  

Major Topics 

• Socialization 

• Groups and Organizations 

• Stratification 

• Supplemental Readings 
o Barbie Girls 
o Sexual Assault on Campus 
o The Rich Get Richer, the Poor Get Prison 
o “He Bought the Law” Podcast 

 
Chapter 5: Socialization 

• Define socialization – the lifelong process of social interactions in which the 
individual acquires a social identify  

• Key aspects of socialization  
o Absorbed through culture 
o Sanctions and rewards  
o Includes roles, identity, personality 
o Socialization partially depends upon our different social identities (e.g. 

girls socialized differently than boys) 

• Define “tabula rasa” –“blank slate” 
o Notion that we enter the world as blank slates  
o As we are socialized our character is created  
o In opposition to that we have a predetermined self/ character when we 

are born that is not completely influenced by socialization 

• Know that socialization is a mode of social control 
o Positive aspects of social control 

▪ Positive steps such as reward are used for keeping person under 
control  

o Negative aspects of social control  
▪ Social control individuals on fear of punishment + derecognition 

by society  
o Recognize levels of social control and associated sanctions (e.g. peers-

ridicule; self-shame, guilt) 
▪ Informal – conformity to norms + values of society as well as 

adopting a belief system learned through the process of 
socialization  

• Enforced by family members + primary caregivers, 
teachers, coaches’ peers, colleagues  

• Reward + punishment enforce  
o Compliments  
o Good grades  
o Job promotions  
o Social popularity  
o Friendships ending  
o Teasing  



▪ Income – money that comes in regularly  
o Benefits of wealth 

▪ Power  
▪ Prestige  
▪ Networking  
▪ Influence  

• Money overcomes values- politics  
▪ Greater education  

o Define “asset”- the raw materials of wealth, and they consist primarily as 
stocks and other financial and non-financial property, particularly home 
ownership that allow individuals to increase their wealth.  

o Intergenerational wealth- wealth accumulated from beneficiaries such as 
inheritance after death or gift transactions 

• Feminization of poverty 
o Definition- the phenomenon that women are more likely to be in poverty 

than men  
o Reasons  

▪ Social stratification  
▪ Wage discrimination  
▪ Lack of employment opportunities  
▪ Lone mother households  
▪ Lack of education  
▪ Women less likely to be promoted  

o Recognize examples  
▪ More common to be a single mother household than single father 

– mother parental role is placed on women  
▪ Wage gap  

 
Supplemental PDFs 

o Barbie Girls 
▪ Recognize forms of gender socialization – process by which we 

learn our cultures gender- related rules, norms, + expectations 
▪ Recognize levels of gender socialization (e.g. individual, 

institutional, cultural) 

• 4 major agents that produce this  
o Family  
o Education  
o Peer groups  
o Mass media  

▪ Notice that culture prepares people to “see” certain social 
phenomena and not others  

▪ Self-fulfilling prophecies – look at things that only prove/ 
strengthen what you already think to be true 

o Sexual Assault on Campus 
▪ Recognize institutional contributions to sexual assaults on campus 

(university and Greek)   

• University contributions  



 Study Guide – Final 
 
Race 

• Define race, prejudice, discrimination 
o Race – constructed category of people based on physical criteria  
o Prejudice – attitude involving prejudgment on the basis of race or ethnicity  
o Discrimination – actual behavior involving unequal treatment  

• How we know race is a social construction 
o No objective measure (i.e. genes, traits, phenotypes) distinguishing one race 

from others  
o Changes in number, time, meaning, geography 

• Reasons for creating race and making changes in racial meanings 
o Reasons- exploit material resources  
o Changes  

▪ Religion – Christian  
▪ Color - colors are gradients  
▪ Science- no gene that separates genes  
▪ Common man definition – very vague  

• Redlining – systematic driving up of housing based on race. Insurance companies gave 
loans to people that were in “good” neighborhoods and not people in “bad” 
neighborhoods = black vs white. There were maps that had actual red line around 
sections  

o This is basis for how people live today still  

• Essentialism – The theory that any entity such as an individual, group, object to concept 
has innate and universal qualities  

• Biological determinism – as applied to race (see gender slides) 
o Explanations that attribute complexes social phenomena to biology  

▪ Differences within gender is greater than differences between genders  
 
 
 
 

• Du Bois 
o Public and psychological wage of whiteness 

▪ Coalitions between Native Americans, Africans, and poor Europeans 
(racial timeline) 

o Philadelphia Negro – first empirical quantitative sociology surveying urban 
population 

o The Veil 

• Race as social construction 
Racial Timeline 

• Major Dates (non-exhaustive list) 
o Jamestown  



• “identity politics” – if someone brings up oppression people will 
immediately nullify the claim by saying that it is an “emotional” 
argument + it is personal and not political  

▪ How does white fear set boundaries on nonwhite politics?  

• The wide range of black politics, for example, that once existed 
but are largely gone now  

o Killing Us Softly 
▪ Connect advertising, sex, gender, race 

• Sex: advertising used mainly women to advertise 
o More “attractive parts”  

• Gender: promotes gendered behaviors bc consistently displays 
same image +  notion with each advertisement  

o Appearances  

• Race: advertising generally featured white women  
o Blond hair blue eyes 
o Seen as the “ideal” women – making people different 

races look less “desirable”  
▪ Objectification –  

• e.g. treating women like objects 

• often presenting women as physical objects in ads  

• exaggeration of women’s body parts in advertisement  
▪ How men are constructed in advertising  

• Aging men are acknowledged in adds  

• Men beauty standards  

• Sexualized  
o Women more likely to experience sexual violence than 

men bc men hold power + privilege  
▪ Trends in sex/gendered advertising  

• Women tend to be photo shopped to tailor “perfect” woman  

• Men sexualized but not to the extent of women  

• Women objectified whether through utilizing body parts to sell 
things or treating their bodies with no respect  

o Kimmel – Masculinity as Homophobia 
▪ Author’s definition of homophobia 

• Fear that other men will unmask us, emulate us, reveal us and the 
world that we do not measure up, that we are not real men 

• Fear of other men 
▪ Why men don’t believe the feminist critique 

• Feminist women theorized that masculinity is about drive for 
domination, the drive for power, for conquest  

• Men say they do not have power – my wife, children + boss boss 
me around→ I do not have power 

• What feminist response to men not believing them is 


