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After a turbulent childhood and adolescence in India, Rahel gets married and goes to America. There, she 
divorces before returning to Ayemenem after several years of working dead-end jobs. Rahel and Estha, now 
31—the age their mother was when she died; a "viable, die-able age," as Roy writes—are reunited for the first 
time since they were children. In the intervening years, they have been haunted by their guilt and their grief-
ridden pasts. Estha is perpetually silent, and Rahel has a haunted look in her eyes. It becomes apparent that 
neither twin ever found another person who understood them in the way they understand each other. Toward 
the end of the novel, the twins have sex. The novel comes to a close with a nostalgic recounting of Ammu 
and Velutha's love affair.  
* Third person narration.  
* “That's what careless words do. They make people love you a little less.” 
* “There are things that you can’t do — like writing letters to a part of yourself”  

* Third person narration.  
* #Small things. activities-the "whisper and scurry of small lives"-as well as secrets, promises, sins. Velutha, 
"The God of Small Things," slips from place to place undetected, enjoying life's small pleasures without 
paying attention to the "Big" fact that he is an Untouchable and should not be playing with the twins or 
sleeping with their mother. Velutha is also called "The God of Loss," a sad title that references the loneliness 
that accompanies living amongst the "Small Things." Estha and Rahel are the the disciples of "The God of 
Small Things." They explore the world of the river and History House, where no one else dares go. Because 
they are children.  
* #The Grotesque. Rahel imagines the ceiling-painter dying on the floor. manifestation of the ugly secrets 
that the family refuses to acknowledge. Velutha's broken body and Sophie Mol's drowned corpse. Sex and 
violence.  
* #Homecoming. Roy uses the theme of homecoming to explain that we cannot escape history and our roots. 
We can ignore it and relegate it to forbidden places like the History House. 
* #Scandal.  
* #Repeated phrase: "Things can change in a day.". #Mutability. #Preservation. 

The Ministry of Utmost Happiness (2017) 
* Her second novel after 20 years. Longlisted for Booker.  
* Deals with some of the violent episodes of modern Indian history like 2002 Godhra train burning and 
Kashmir insurgency. The narrative spans across decades and locations, but primarily takes place in Delhi and 
Kashmir. 
— Anjum is a major character of the book who is Muslim and a eunuch (hijra). On her visit to a Gujarati shrine, 
Anjum gets caught in a massacre of Hindu pilgrims and subsequent government reprisals against Muslims. 
She is anxious about the future of her own community, especially the new generation. She is born as Aftab, 
the long-awaited son of Jahanara Begum and Mulaqat Ali. She brings up a 3-year-old Zainab she picks up 
at Jama Masjid.  
*Saddam Hussain (Dayachand) – one of the guests at Jannat Guest House, he does odd jobs. Saddam wants 
to avenge his father's death by killing Sehrawat, the Station House Officer of the Dulina police station.  
*Dr. Azad Bharatiya — one of the many protestors near Jantar Mantar. He continues his 10-year fast and 
runs a newsletter called "News & Views".   
* Tilottama — a student at the Architecture School who is estranged from her Syrian Christian mother - 
Mariyam Ipe.  
* Musa Yeswi (Commander Gulrez) — Kashmiri for Azadi.  

NAYANTARA SAHGAL (1927- ) 
* Born in Allahabad, part of Nehru-Gandhi family (Nehru was her uncle and Indira Gandhi her cousin).  
** 1986 Sahitya Akademi (Rich Like Us)  
* Journalist and novelist.  
* Sahgal first wrote Prison and Chocolate Cake (1954), an autobiographical memoir about her youth amid the 
Nehru family.  
* In her fourth novel, The Day in Shadow (1971), the heroine is an educated divorcée struggling in India’s 
male-dominated society. 
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POETS 

MICHAEL MADHUSUDAN DUTT (1824-1873) 
* Bengali poet and dramatist. * Pioneer of Bengali drama.  
* His famous work Meghnad Bodh Kavya, is a tragic epic. It consists of nine cantos and is exceptional in 
Bengali literature  
*** Father of Bengali Sonnet.  
* He pioneered what came to be called Amitrakshar chhanda (blank verse).  
* He was also the pioneer of the first satirical plays in Bengali 

* He converted to Christianity:  
Where man in all his truest glory lives, 
And nature's face is exquisitely sweet; 
For those fair climes I heave impatient sigh, 
There let me live and there let me die. 

* He did not take the name Michael until his marriage in 1848. He described the day as:  
Long sunk in superstition's night, 
By Sin and Satan driven, 
I saw not, cared not for the light 
That leads the blind to Heaven. 
But now, at length thy grace, O Lord! 
Birds all around me shine; 
I drink thy sweet, thy precious word, 
I kneel before thy shrine! 

* He had to leave Hindu College (now Presidency College, Calcutta) on account of being a convert. He moved 
to Madras.  
* Inspired by William Wordsworth and John Milton. A bohemian and a romantic.  
*** Under the pseudonym, Timothy Penpoem, he published his poems in the periodicals he edited. 
*** Poems: “Satan”; “The Captive Ladie”, “King Porus - A Legend of Old” 

* Meghnad Badh Kavya (1861), The Slaying of Meghnad, the story of the final fight and demise of Meghnad, 
the eldest son of Ravana, is unanimously hailed as his magnum opus, although his journey to publication 
and recognition was far from smooth. * Homeric and Dantesque in technique. * Divided into 9 sargas.  
* ...to Homer and Milton, as well as to Valmiki, he is largely indebted, and his poem is on the whole the most 
valuable work in modern Bengali literature." — Bankim Chandra Chatterjee on Dutt.  
* "The Epic Meghnad-Badh is really a rare treasure in Bengali literature. Through his writings, the richness of 
Bengali literature has been proclaimed to the wide world." — Tagore.  
* “Meghnad Badh is a supreme poem” — Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar. 
* All the stormiest passions of man's soul he [Madhusudan] expressed in gigantic language. — Aurobindo  

* His most famous sonnet is Kapatakkha River.  
** He studied Hebrew, Latin, Greek, Tamil, Telugu, and Sanskrit.  
* When Dutt later stayed in Versailles, the sixth centenary of the Italian poet Dante Alighieri was being 
celebrated all over Europe. He composed a poem in honour of the poet, translated it into French and Italian, 
and sent it to the king of Italy. Victor Emmanuel II, then monarch, liked the poem and wrote to Dutt, saying, 
"It will be a ring which will connect the Orient with the Occident." 
** Sharmistha (spelt as Sermista in English) was Dutt's first attempt at blank verse in Bengali literature.  
* Just three days prior to his death, Madhusudan recited a passage from Shakespeare's Macbeth to his dear 
friend Bysack, to express his deepest conviction of life: Life’s but a walking shadow…  
* His epitaph, a verse of his own, reads: 
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* After Gujarat communal riots in 2002, he said: "If I had a pistol, I would shoot [Gujarat Chief 
Minister] Narendra Modi".   
* 1977 National Film Award for best screenplay: Manthan.  

Shantata! Court Chalu Aahe (Silence! The Court Is in Session)  
- 1967 * It was inspired after the playwright overheard the conversation amongst the members of amateur 
theatre group traveling on Mumbai local train to perform a mock-trial at Vile Parle suburb.  
* The play was based on a 1956 novel, Die Panne (Traps) by Swiss playwright Friedrich Dürrenmatt. 
* A group of teachers plan to stage a play in a village. When a cast-member does not show up, a local 
stagehand is asked to replace him. An improvised, free-flowing 'rehearsal' is arranged and a mock trial is 
staged to make the novice understand the court procedures. A (mock) charge of infanticide is levelled against 
Miss Benare, another cast-member. All of a sudden, the pretend-play turns into an accusatory game when it 
emerges from the trial that Miss Benare is carrying an out-of-wedlock child from her failed illicit relationship 
with Professor Damle, the missing cast-member. 

* The Sonar Moti Tenement (Bombay) Progressive Association is gathering to put American President Lyndon 
B. Johnson on mock trial for his role in the proliferation of atomic weaponry. SMTPA. two members of the 
group Professor Damle and Mr. Rawte were not able to make it to the performance. a new defendant will be 
put on trial. Since recently fired schoolteacher Leela Benare happens to have left the room at this time, the 
others decide she will be placed on trial. Leela suggests a thievery as a replacement for the crime they have 
chosen for her: infanticide. When Balu Rokde offers the enticing new information that in reality he did once 
see Benare inside the home of Professor Damle. the mock part of the trial begins to blend with real life. a 
local villager named Samant fills in for the missing Mr. Rawte. Samant fabricates a theory to explain what 
Rokde actually witnessed that day: Benare was having an affair with Damle and wound up pregnant, a 
scenario which, of course, would naturally end committing the infanticide of which she is charged.  Benare’s 
response to Samant’s entirely constructed fiction is too emotionally overwrought to be acting and that, in 
fact, Samant has entirely by accident hit upon a real-life truth. 
When Benare attempts to flee the room, she finds it has been locked from the outside. Sukhatme takes on the 
role of the prosecutor in the mock trial, but unknowingly to the audience, he has al ready made his case 
against the defendant. Sukhatme goes a little overboard in painting Benare as the very embodiment of the 
corruption of the institution of motherhood. Benare confesses all. the judge delivers the guilty verdict as well 
as the punishment: the illegitimate fetus growing inside Benare is to be aborted. She collapses to the floor. 
Suddenly, drama is broken by the sound of the locked door being opened by the villagers who have come to 
the mock trial of President Johnson. As if coming out of dream state, the actors on stage slowly remove the 
trappings of their “characters” and become their real selves again. As Benare remains unmoving on the floor, 
they try to persuade her that it was all nothing but a game and not to be taken seriously, but she remains 
lifeless. The others leave her there as they wander off to prepare for the scheduled performance until finally 
the only thing left on stage is her body still crumpled on the floor. 

* 3 acts. Play within play.  
* The characters in the play turn against Benare because of her liberal lifestyle, reflecting the reality that, 
during the 1960s in India, independent women like Benare were perceived as a threat to be contained.  
Women’s bodies are also constantly discussed throughout the play. No body autonomy. they decide she will 
be the accused in their mock-trial despite her wishes. Forcing of abortion – robbing of her any agency. 

Ghashiram Kotwal (1972) 
* Marathi play written as a response to the rise of a local political party. A political satire/historical drama. 
* It is based on the life of Nana Phadnavis (1741–1800), one of the prominent ministers in the court of 
the Peshwa of Pune and Ghashiram Kotwal, the police chief of the city. Its theme is how men in power give 
rise to ideologies to serve their purposes, and later destroy them when they become useless.  
* The play is notable for the use of the "Tamasha" form in Marathi folk theatre. 

Sakharam Binder (1972) 
* It was banned in India in 1974.  
* Sakharam Binder, the protagonist, thinks he has the system by the tail and he can disregard the culture & 
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** Dhan Gopal Mukerji (1890–1936) was the first Indian author to win a literary award in the United States 

* P. Lal (1929–2010), a poet, translator — best known for his translation of Mahabharata. ** Also translated 
Premchand and Tagore. He founded Writers Workshop (Calcutta Based, 1958, produced Vikram Seth).  

* Ram Nath Kak (1917–1993), a Kashmiri veterinarian, wrote his autobiography Autumn Leaves, which is one 
of the most vivid portraits of life in 20th century Kashmir.  

Ratan Lal Basu  
— His short stories reflect the conditions of tribal people and hill people of West Bengal and the adjacent 
states of Sikkim, Bhutan and Nepal. Many of his short stories reflect the political turmoil of West Bengal since 
the Naxalite movement of the 1970s.  
* Many of his stories like ‘Blue Are the Far Off Mountains’, ‘The First Rain’ and ‘the Magic Marble’ glorify purity 
of love.  
* His novel ‘Oraon and the Divine Tree’ is the story of a tribal and his love for an age old tree. In Hemingway 
style language the author takes the reader into the dreamland of nature and people who are inexorably 
associated with nature. 

* Manoj Das (1934- ) — Odia and English writer. In 1971, his research in the archives of London and Edinburgh 
brought to light some of the little-known facts of India's freedom struggle in the first decade of the twentieth 
century led by Sri Aurobindo for which he received the first Sri Aurobindo Puraskar. His best novel Cyclones.  

* Shreekumar Varma touches upon the unique matriarchal system and the Sammandham system of marriage 
as he writes about the Namboodiris and the aristocrats of Kerala.  
* Novels: Lament of Mohini, Maria’s Room, The Magic Store of Nu-Cham-Vu 
* Plays: The Dark Lord, The Bow of Rama, Deep Inside, Platform.  

* Dilip Chitre — Marathi and English poet. Ekun Kavitha (Collected Poems, 1990), As Is, Where Is, “Shesha”. He 
has also edited An Anthology of Marathi Poetry (1945–1965).  

* Jerry Pinto — Mumbai based poet. Poetry collection Surviving Women. His novel Em and the Big Hoom won 
Sahitya Akademi and Windham-Campell literary award. The Quiet Rebellion of Paper.  

* Jeet Thayil  
* Keralite. His first novel Narcopolis was shortlisted for Booker.  
* In 2013, Jeet Thayil became the first Indian author to win the DSC Prize for South Asian Literature, worth 
$50,000, for the novel Narcopolis.  
* The novel is set in 1970s Mumbai. It concerns opium influence. He called the novel “the opposite of 
catharsis” for him. The story expands to encompass such characters as Dimple, the eunuch , Rashid, the opium 
house's owner, and Mr Lee, a former Chinese officer, all of whom have stories to tell.  
* “Malayalam’s Ghazal”.  

* Anita Nair — Keralite, novelist. Nine Faces of Being, Lady Coupe (2001), The Better Man.   

* Gieve Patel — Mumbai based poet. “Forensic Medicine”, “Postmortem”, “On Killing a Tree”  
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