
History exam notes 

 

Power and Protest in Early Modern Europe 
 Protesting can be non-violent and also reactive - as a protection against potential threats. 
 

Crisis of the 17th century:  
 Rebellions in the mid 17th cent in areas such as the British Isles, Spain and France. 
 It is not unique to one place - there was also other uprisings in the 16 century as well such 

as the civil wars in France. 
 Themes of social conflicts, Marxist theories of history and class struggles and a rising 

middle class. 
 Also important is the growth of the state. 
 There were many revolts in the early modern period 16th and 17th centaury.  
 

Varieties of Protest 
 German Peasant War – 1525. 
 Dutch revolt – 1560-1609. 
 Croquets – 1637.  
 There were also other riots such as food revolts, religious riots and enclosure riots. 
 These smaller events treated differently. 
 

Why do people riot?  
 Society is unequal in the Marxist sense. Inequality breeds discontentment. 
 Main cause of protest was change - reaction against change. Age of instability - social, 

economically, religiously. 
 Monarch vs nobles vs peasants - 3-fold tensions. There are many forms of conflict. It is 

not as simple as just the rich against the poor. 
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 Power to call into account tyrant or wicked king 1649.  

 1640’s ideas of how a society should be governed. Confrontation and detailed reasoning. 

Milton was then later banned from print - known in the Cromwellian regime. Powerful 

propaganda - attack on the clergy and the monarchy. 

 

Cromwellian Movement 1646-49 

 Level inequality. 

 Demands for proto-communism. 

 Levelling out inequalities in society - support small mostly in the army and artisans. 

Leaders - Henry Overton, William Walwyn, John Linburn etc.  

 Gradual emergence of set demands, natural rights of ‘free people’ and criticism of 

parliamentary tyranny. 

 Liberty of freeborn Englishmen - idea of John Linburn. 

 

Putney Debates 1647 

 Was a split in the army. 

 

1st/2nd/3rd Agreements of the People 

 Published 1647/48/49 - contract between state and citizen. 

 Key demands - frequent parliamentary elections. Certain reserved rights not subject to 

parliament - including election of local office holders. Religious toleration and equality 

before the law. 

 ‘Universal’ male suffrage? what does this mean- women included? Shows a need to 

include women. 

 

Quakers 

 Was at radical stage in 1650’s. 

 Total subversion of social hierarchy - the only authority from ‘inner life’ don't need a 

government. 

13 of 26

13 of 25

13 of 25



 Women, foreigners, and children seen as inactive citizens - get the citizens’ rights but 

not full political rights like men who are active citizens. 

 

Women as revolutionaries 1789-1793 

 Collapse of old order and regime - blank slate of revolution. 

 Openness of political debate - collapse of censorship and this is opportunities that 

women take advantage of.  

 October days 1789 - shows women entering politics - women are angry at lack of bread 

in Paris so march on Versailles. economic protest is argued whereas recently seen as 

political protest - the national assembly were not there just the king. They go to the 

national assembly first shows political motivations and they know where the power 

lies. 

 Popular societies - 1790-3, in many provincial societies. Even if they don’t have a 

political right they are still engaged with politics. They want drastic actions in the 

revolutionary movement. 

 

Women as activists and writers 

 

Louise Veralio Robert     

 Founder of revolutionary society.  

 Puts posters up around France with her husband.    

 Revolutionary power. 

 

Marion Roland     

 Republican and moderate. 

 Was politically influential.    

 Wife of the minister of the Interior - in charge of policing, public workers, food and 

supplies. 

 An intellect - runs social circle that holds the monarch and republic together.     
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