
 

 

Scotland’s Millennium 

 

 

3 main key periods in Scottish history for the last millennium: 

1. Scottish Medieval: c.1000- c.1560. 

2. Scottish Early modern: c.1560-c.1707. 

3. Scottish Modern: c.1707-2014 (referendum). 

 

 

Medieval Scotland 

 

What does the term medieval mean? 

• In Latin means “the middle ages” c.500-c.1500. 

• Typically seen as taking place after the classical era and the fall of the roman empire, but taking 

place before the Renaissance. Not really a global term as both of these “time periods are euro-

centric. 

• There are roughly 3 time periods within it, early medieval (c.500-c.1000), high medieval (c.1000-

c.1300) and late medieval (c.1300-c.1500). For the history of medieval Scotland, we ignore the 

early middle ages due to the fact that it is only really then that a recognisable kingdom of Scotland 

comes into view.  

 

Setting the scene for medieval Scotland 

 

The climate, topography and society:  

• Medieval Scotland went through a warm period, but by the late medieval era Europe was going 

into a “mini ice age”. 

• Very mountainous country. Central belt of flatland between modern day Edinburgh and 

Glasgow, easier to farm.  

• Very small population centres, no towns much bigger than 5000 people. 
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Scotland in the 14th century: 

1. War and the fourteenth century kingdom. 

a. The descendants of Robert the Bruce were in rule for a large amount of the century; 

however, Edward Baliol was in charge for a few years until David II took southern 

Scotland back from him. 

b. Between 1329 and 1437, due to exile, capture and other complications Scotland was 

only directly ruled by its king for 54 years. This shows two things: 

i. The kingdom of Scotland could be autonomous without direct intervention 

from its king. 

ii. The royal succession was remarkably secure. The kings often had a fair few 

sons etc. 

iii. This did pose the problem that Robert II had (he had 5 sons and had to deal 

with their squabbles and the need for them to all have titles, had quite a 

destabilizing effect.) 

c. The crown relied quite heavily on wool and hides exports. 

2. The lords of the Isles and Gaelic Scotland. 

3. Kingdoms and communities. 

a. Parishes were made of smaller Baronies and these were the basic unit that made up 

the rest of the earldoms, dukedoms and kingdoms etc. 

4. Church and Churchmen. 

 

 

Scotland in the 15th century: 

1. Marriages of James I’s daughters: 

a. Most had foreign husbands who were distributed throughout Europe, mainly 

concentrated in France. 

b. This shows the close ties between the Kingdoms of Scotland and France at the time. 
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a. Charles II returns from exile after Cromwell dies. 

i. National parliament is restored. 

ii. Charles asserts royal supremacy over the church. 

iii. The lesson is learnt a wee bit though, no new prayer book is attempted to be 

introduced. 

iv. Still covenanter resistance due to the reintroduction of bishops. 1680 

Sanquhar declaration denounces the king, small militant group now present 

that resist the king in Scotland. 

The 1688 revolution and the Jacobite’s: 

1. The revolution of 1688-90: 

a. The British revolution against James VII. 

i. He inherited the throne from his brother Charles II. 

ii. Discontent built in Scotland and England. 

iii. He was catholic so there was fear of a Catholic counter reformation. 

iv. Fear of a catholic dynasty? James VII’s son was born in 1688. 

v. Dutch invasion and regime change: 

1. William lands at Torbay on the 5th of November 1688 with 14,000 

Dutch troops. 

2. English and Scottish exiles with him. 

3. James VII fled to France on 23 December in 1688. 

4. English convention offers the crown to William and Mary, February 

1689 with a bill of rights: Scottish convention in April with the claim 

of right. 

5. Revolution was more radical in Scotland: Presbyterian church re-

established and the bishops were removed. 

vi. Revolution Whigs: 

1. Whigs: are supporters of the restoration of the Presbyterian church. 

2. Strongest in south/central lowlands. 

3. They accept the idea of legal limited monarchy in 1689 claim of right: 

Parliament can forfeit the king and install a new king. 
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b. Scottish Highlands made up 2% of the population of the UK, but made up 15% of 

British immigrants leaving for America. 

c. Scots made up 60-70% of the assembly and councillors for slave colony of Tobago. 

d. Scotland has 3 medical schools. 

i. 1750, 60% of Grenada doctors for slaves were Scottish, they did experiment 

etc. 

ii. 1800s= 47-62% East India co. surgeons: 

iii. Scottish or imperial enlightenment?? 

6. Military service: 

a. 1758: 18% of British army in north America was Scottish. 

b. 10% of loyalist forces from 1775-1783. 

c. Scots=20% of the British officer Corps. 

d. 50% of British regiments in India Scottish. 

7. Domestic impact: Cultural: 

a. Robert burns discussed the idea of crossing the Atlantic to join the colonies. 

b. Loads of wealth returned to Scotland from Abroad. 

8. Overall helps the union to succeed: the empire makes and solidifies Britain rather than 

Britain making the empire. The common endeavour of the empire helped the two countries 

work together. 

 

The economics of modernity: Scottish industry from the iron horse to the internet: 

1. Economic change: 1790-1900: 

a. Cotton: 

i. 1778: first cotton mill. 

ii. 1795: 39 cotton mills in Scotland. 

iii. 1839: 192 mills (250,000 workers) 

b. Trade: 

i. 1707: union opens up new opportunities. 

ii. Refocused trade on the western ports. 

34 of 47



 

 

2. New generation: Gordon brown etc. 

3. 1999: Labour= senior coalition partner in the first Scottish executive. 

v. SNP: 1945-1999. 

1. 1949: Scottish covenant launched- 2 million signatures. 

2. 1950s: stunts like the return of the destiny stone. 

3. 1967: Winnie Ewing won Hamilton by election. 

4. 1974 (October): party had 11 MPs 

5. 1979: party divided on the referendum. 

6. 1983: SNP had 2 MPs 

7. Independence in Europe campaign. 

 

5. The Scottish question: governance and devolution: 

a. After 1886 the idea of home rule after its introduction in Ireland, became popular in 

Scotland.  

b. 1914, the bill for home rule passed its second reading. 

c. The Scottish office acquired responsibility for law and order education, health and 

agriculture by 1937. 

d. 1939: Scottish office moved to Edinburgh. 

e. 1941: council of state and Scottish council of industry introduced. 

f. 1960s-70s: Scottish office responsibilities developed significantly and public 

expenditure in Scotland rose. 

g. Thatcher identified a dependency culture in the Scottish office.  

h. In the 1990s:  374 extra governmental agencies were added to the Scottish office.  

i. End of what could be achieved through devolution. 

j. Calls grew louder for parliamentary devolution. 

k. 1997: Yes, campaign was more collaborative. 

l. 1996: Scotland act- specified powers retained by Westminster. 

m. Scotland now had a parliament.  

6. Conclusion: what next? 

a. 2007: SNP minority administration formed. 
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