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                                         Pre-study 
 

1. What is Metacognition? 

Thinking about thinking itself; the higher-order skills that allow you to successfully keep on learning, 
improving and adapting. 

2. What is Uncritical Thinking? 
 
automatically believing what you read or are told without pausing to ask whether it is accurate, true or 
reasonable 

 
3. What is Critical Thinking? 

setting out actively to understand what is really going on by using reasoning, evaluating evidence and 
thinking carefully about the process of thinking itself 

4. What is Scepticism? 

not automatically accepting something you hear, read or see as true 

5. What is Objectivity? 

trying to understand something from a more neutral perspective, rather than relying on a single opinion or 
the first piece of information that comes to hand 

6. What is bias? 

approaching something in a one-sided way that creates a distorted account of the way things actually are 

7. What is Unconscious and Conscious bias? 

when someone deliberately presents a one-sided view of something, or explicitly holds a one-sided opinion 
about something 

when someone’s opinions or decisions are distorted by factors that they are not even aware of 

8. What is survivorship bias? 

the tendency only to think about successful examples of something, failing to consider the bigger picture in 
which the vast majority of all cases are failures 

9. What is dogmatism? 

the claim that certain principles or ideas are both absolutely true and immune to any form of critical scrutiny 
or discussion 
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10. What is affirming the consequent? 

an invalid argument which mistakenly assumes that, when one thing always follows from another, the truth 
of the second also guarantees the first 

If I were conducting a secret affair with the president of the United States, the president would not mention 
my name publicly. The president has never mentioned my name publicly; therefore, I am conducting a 
secret affair with the president. 

11. What is denying the antedecant? 

a valid form of argument in which, because one thing is said always to follow from another, the fact that the 
second isn't true also guarantees the first isn't true 

 

12. What is a sound argument? 

a deductive argument that is both valid and has true premises, meaning its conclusion must also be true 

13. What is an unsound argument? 

an argument that does not meet the standard of soundness, either because it is invalid or because one or 
more of its premises is untrue, or both 
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the fallacy of confusing the direction of causation between two related phenomena, and thus mistakenly 
labelling an effect as a cause 

Our research suggests that buying newborn baby clothes is extremely likely to help people who want to have 
children, because most couples who buy newborn baby clothes go on to have a child within the next six 
months. 

f) What is a false dilemma? 

fallaciously claiming that, in a complex situation, it is only possible for one of two things to be true 

You either accept that this course of action is in the best interests of our country, or you give hope to our 
enemies. Surely you don’t wish to give hope to those who want to destroy us? 

g) What is a loaded/complex question? 

asking a question about one thing that also includes an unstated assumption about another, in an attempt to 
force someone to accept this assumption 

Tell me, have you stopped being rude to everyone you meet yet? 

h) What is a faulty analogy? 

claiming two things are similar, even though they are not, in order to make an unreasonable conclusion look 
reasonable 

Extrapolating from the results of psychological testing in con- trolled conditions to real-life situations is 
difficult. Much like the difference between watching people play a driving video game versus driving 
around an actual city in their car, the complex interactions and unpredictability of real situations combined 
with higher stakes can create behaviours entirely unobserved in tests. 

i) What is a faulty generalization? 

using a small amount of evidence to justify a much larger observation that isn’t actually warranted 

I don’t know anybody who likes the current government. They’re hated by the entire nation! 

j) What is a slippery slope? 

arguing on the basis that, if one small thing is allowed to happen, an inevitable and increasingly serious 
chain of further events will be set in motion 

If you let your son get away with stealing that chocolate unpunished, he will go on to steal something 
bigger, then something bigger, then something bigger again: there will be no turning back once this chain of 
events is set in motion. 

13. What is a formal fallacy? 

an invalid general form of deductive argument, in which the conclusion does not follow from its premises 

14. What are its 2 types? 

Affirming the consequent is based on the mistaken assumption that, if B will necessarily be true when A is 
true, then the presence of B is sufficient to prove that A is also the case: ‘If you love me, you’ll reply to my 
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When debating the applicability of the employment legislation in question, as pertains to temporary staff 
employed on a short-term basis, there appears to be a prima-facie case for dismissing entirely the line of 
argument that there is no case to be answered – and for proceeding on the assumption that, at the least, 
nominal damages will be applicable. 

8. What are buzzwords? 

fashionable words and phrases used to make something sound impressive and up to date; often a case of 
style over substance, with little thought beneath the surface 

The team met yesterday for some blue-sky ideation. We used tactile workshop tools and cues – crayons, 
bright paper pads, mood boards, heritage magazine issues – to create a safe space for radical concepts in the 
customer-relationships space inspired by the visual traditions of the 1960s and its ethos of radical 
changemaking. 

9. What is a smokescreen? 

a process of verbal concealment, where someone attempts to avoid or hide a key point beneath a large 
volume of irrelevant words 

You ask me whether I have ever taken drugs? I would refer you to my long and honourable career in public 
service and to the considerable sacrifices I and my family have made for the public good – not to mention 
my many years of work alongside those suffering the ravages of drug addiction, and their families, for 
whom I have long been a compassionate and prominent voice of advocacy. 

10. What is a euphemism? 

deliberately replacing a negative-seeming word or phrase with something more neutral, often in order to 
conceal the severity of what has happened 

The vehicle in question made an unscheduled rapid deceleration owing to brief distraction on the part of the 
driver, resulting in a sub-optimal experience for passengers, who suffered the inconvenience of minor 
damage to their physical persons. 

Similarly, a company might describe itself as ‘downsizing’ its workforce rather than ‘sacking’ them; you 
might describe a meal as ‘challenging’ or ‘interesting’ rather than ‘disgusting’; or you might say that the 
unexpected severe side-effects of a drug are ‘unfortunate’ rather than ‘awful’. Euphemism is everywhere in 
business and politics – and anywhere else people want to hide the unpleasant implications of their words and 
actions. 

11. What is a hyperbole? 

deliberate exaggeration for the purpose of rhetorical impact 

You’ve said that about a million times already! It’s all fake – everything they say is lies; they have no 
integrity or honesty whatsoever. 

12. What are litotes? 

deliberately understating or using a negative to make a point sound convincing while not seeming to claim it 
directly 

13. How was the event?  
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