
Identification Questions Study Guide: 

 

World War I: 

 

Essay Questions: 

 

How is nationalism a cause of WWI? 

• States become the framework that make modern warfare possible 

• Sovereignty – the nation is the arbiter of morality 

• The nation becomes the primary unit of identification for the individual  

• The state organizes political and economic life  

o Mass mobilization of society’s economic and human resources becomes possible 

o Nation viewed as way to assert and protect rights for marginalized groups – therefore, nationalism may be appropriated by 

marginalized groups within larger nations (Serbia, Turkey, Italy, Poland, etc)  

 

How is racial nationalism a cause of WWI? 

• Racial nationalism is used to justify imperialism and militarism 

• Race serves as an inherent and undeniable connection to nation – race is universally experienced 

 

How is militarism a cause of WWI? 

Hint: (romantic, corrective, biological, military and state) 

• Romantic idealization of war encourages enlistment 

• War depicted as a corrective for materialism, individualism and political division 

• War depicted as a biological necessity for the survival of the species and the progress of civilization  

• Military and the state 

o Influence of military officers on government policy 

o Mass production of armaments and conscription, an increase in military spending 1870 – 1914 

o War plans based on rapid mobilization and logistical time tables which imposed constraints on diplomats during the July crisis 

 

How is imperialism a cause of WWI? 

Imperialism brings countries into direct conflict with each other over resources or cultural influence. These conflicts are then amplified by 

forces such as racial nationalism, nationalism, and militarism.  

 

Identification Questions: 

 

Fichte, Addresses to the German Nation (1807-1808) 
Who:  
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Joshua Cole et al., Western Civilizations: Their History & Their Culture, Vol. 2, Brief 4th ed., (New York, NY: W.W. Norton & Co., 
2012), 658-663, 666-673. 

 
 
The First World War: 
 
War of Empires 

I.Great War becomes war of empires  
A. Supplies from colonies (e.g. Britain brings resources from Canada, Australia, etc) 

II.British and the arabs 
 . 1916 Allied forces wars in the middle east 

1. British gain support of Arabs (against Ottoman Empire) 
A. Emir Abdullah captures Aqaba port 1917 

1. T E Lawrence takes credit (Lawrence of Arabia) 
B. Britain encourages Arab nationalism, also in support of Jewish state - conflict of pledge to Bedouin leaders and Zionists 

I.Irish Revolt 
A. Ottoman and British empires vulnerable 
B. Tension between Irish Catholics and Protestant British gov’t 

C. Sinn Fein (“We Ourselves”) formed 1900 for Irish independence 
D. 200,000 Irishmen volunteered for British army 

1. Easter Sunday nationalist revolt in Dublin (failed militarily, sparked political change) - “Easter Rebels” 
E. New home rule bill 1920 

1. Dail Eireann (Irish Assembly) 
The Home Front 

I.Immense cost of war - equipping soldiers, etc.  
A. Total war, (intense mobilization of society for war efforts) 

1. Increased state control of all aspects of production and distribution 
II.Women in the War 

 . Women recruited into workforce to fill spots vacated by men 
A. Changing of language - “a certain profession” to prostitution, “a certain condition” to pregnancy 

B. “New woman” cultural transformation 
C. Attempt to demobilize women after war - met with resistance from women 

D. “Natalist” policies - maternity benefits 
E. Birth control availability 

1. Marie Stopes 
F. Universal suffrage 

1. Britain Representation of the People Act 1918 

2. 19th Amendment in US 1920 
3. Germany, Russia 

4. France 1945 
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d. Liberal imperialism – social uplift through market activity – British as governing race that oversees the market and integrates non-

Europeans as opposed to being a master race that eliminates inferiors  

e. Liberal perspective but similar cultural biases inform arguments 

 

Karl Pearson, “Natural Life form the Standpoint of Science” (1900) 

I. Pearson: 

a. British professor of mathematics 

b. Imperialism embodies the natural struggle between races (Social Darwinism) 

i. Racial blood determines individual, group, and cultural characteristics (biological determinism) 

ii. Evidence of racial inferiority of non-Europeans is lack of progress (material, economic, cultural, and military) during centuries 

when they were left alone  

iii. Change only comes from 1) elimination of inferior races or 2) non-violent competition (economic) between equal races 

1. Racial/cultural characteristics are permanent and unchangeable 

2. Nations are racialized organisms engaged in a struggle for survival 

 

Imperialism: 

II. Forces during imperialism 

a. Economic competition for markets and raw materials (Joseph Chamberlain) 

b. Racial nationalism informed by social Darwinism (Houston Stewart Chamberlain and Pearson) 

c. Militarism (Treitschke and Bernhardi) and ideals that empires convey strength and confer great power status 

d. Self-sustaining of imperialism (need to protect empire) 

III. Weltpolitik (world policy) of Wilhelm II (Germany)  

a. First Moroccan/Tangier Crisis (1905-1906) and Algeciras Conference (1906), Second Moroccan Agadir Crisis (1911) 

b. Further antagonizes France and Britain (Germany ties to intervene – “aggressor nation”) 

Germany (1870): 

I. Realpolitik (Bismarck) 

a. Realistic politics – pursuit of state power 

b. To maintain status quo and solidarity newly formed German nation 

c. Isolate France through defensive alliance (Three Emperors League) 

II. Revanchisme – revenge for Alsace Lorraine  

III. Welpolitik – much more assertive – imperialism 

a. Changes relationship between Germany and Britain 

IV. Maroccan crises  

a. France attempts to extend empire in Northern Africa (next to Algeria) 

b. Germany seeks to embarrass France by intervening 

c. Damages relationship between Germany and Britain 
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Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty!: an American History, Brief 3rd Ed., Vol. 2 (New York, NY: W.W. Norton & Co., 2012), 534-535, 586-587, 590-592, 632-

637. 

 
 
Russia: the Decembrists 

I.1825 - death of Tsar Alexander 

II.Decembrists uprising 

A. Napoleonic Wars veterans 

B. Doomed revolt 

III.New tsar: Nicholas I (r. 1825-55) 

 . Ended revolt, sentenced five aristocratic leaders to death 

A. Conservative 

IV.Changes: 

 . Code of Law - reviewed every law passed since 1648 

 
Nation and Nation Building in Russia and the United States 
Territory, the State, and Serfdom: Russia 

I.Negative reaction to serfdom in Russia during 18th c.  

A. Slavophiles - Romantic nationalists  

1. Idealized traditional culture and rejected secularism and urban commercialism 

B. Westernizers 

1. Russia should adopt european scientific, technological, educational developments - acceptance of western liberalism 

II.Persistence and eventual abolition of serfdom 

 . Russian nobility supported serfdom 

A. Crimean War - Alexander II  

1. Idea that serfdom would weaken Russia and contributed to loss of war 

B. Emancipation decree of 1861 

1. Land redistribution  

2. Poorer quality land given to peasants 

3. Transition from serfs to agricultural laborers 

III.Expansion of territory in Russia 

 . Conquered Islamic kingdoms, into Siberia 

A. Founding of SIberian city of Vladivostok 1860 

B. New acquisitions were separate from nation 

 
‘Eastern Questions’:  International Relations and the Decline of Ottoman Power 
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I.Rise of power - German Empire 

II.Wane of power - Ottoman Empire 

III.‘Eastern Question’ - who would benefit from Ottoman weakness 

The Crimean War, 1853-1856 
I.Conflict of religion  

A. France (Roman Catholics), Russia (Eastern Orthodox Christians), Turkey 

II.Russians invade Moldavia and Walachia 

 . October 1853 Ottomans declare war 

A. France and Britain declare war on Russia March 1854 - threat to their holdings in Balkans 

B. Piedmont-Sardinia joins France/Britain/Ottomans 1855 

C. Epidemics 

D. Siege to Sevastopol (falls September 1855), treaty in 1856 

III.Outcomes: 

 . Weakens Russia and Austria weakened, France embarrassed 

A. “First modern war” 

1. Popular press 

 
Russia: The Road to Revolution 

I.Industrialization in 1880-1890s 

A. Social tensions and persistence of hierarchy  

B. Alexander II assassinated in 1881, replaced by  

1. Alexander III - fair right, pro-autocracy and repression r. 81-94 

2. Nicholas II r. 94-17 

1. Russification of non-Russian subjects 

2. Pogroms - anti-Semitism 

II.Populists 

 . Russia should modernize on its own terms, egalitarianism 

A. Middle class, included women and predominantly youth 

B. Peasant socialism - Social Revolutionary party 1901 

III.Russian Marxism 

 . Social Democratic party 

A. Egalitarian, classless society 

IV.Split of Social Democratic party 

 . Bolsheviks - pro centralized party of active revolutionaries, socialist state, depart from Marx’s model 

1. Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov (Lenin) - exiled but still leader 

1. What Is to Be Done? (1902) 
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Fascist Italy Study Guide: 

 

Futurism Futurism and fascism Italian Fascism Italian Fascism 

Futurism: 

• Artistic and social 

movement 

• Main themes: Speed, 

technology, youth, 

violence, and objects 

• Filippo Marinetti, Giacomo 

Balla 

• glorified modernity and 

aimed to liberate Italy from 

the weight of its past 

• Artists: 

• Giacomo Balla, Dynamism 

of a Dog on a Leash (1912) 

• Gino Severini, “Armored 

Train” (1915) 

• Unique Forms of 

Continuity in Space (1913):  

• F. T. Marinetti v. Benito 

Mussolini 

• Similarities: 

• Glorification of violence 

• Mussolini – war essential, 

peace impossible  

• Marinetti – personal 

connection with death, 

technology 

• Rebellion/revolt 

• Mussolini – political: 

against Marxism, 

liberalism, etc. 

• Differences: 

• Mussolini – collective/state 

• Marinetti – 

individual/personal 

Italian Fascism: 

• Italy after WWI: 

• “Mutilated victory” – 

Gabriele D'Annunzio 

• Secret Treaty of London 

(1915) – UK, Russia, France, 

Italy 

• Promised Italy Alpine, 

northern Adriatic, and 

Dalmation Territories 

• Disappointed nationalist 

aspirations in “Italia 

Irridenta” – Unredeemed 

Italy 

• Economic problems – 

inflation, stagnant wages, 

unemployment 

• Promise of land 

distribution (Antonio 

Salandra) to veterans 

unfulfilled 

• strikes, factories occupied 

(FIOM-Alfa Romeo) in 

north (Turin & Milano), 

land seizures in south 

(1919-1920) 

• Irredentism – movement 

dedicated to the recovery 

of ‘lost’ territories 

• Italy is victor but 

dissatisfied 

• Proportional 

representation – chamber 

of deputies 

• Liberal 

• Socialists (Reformist - 

Social Democrats -, 

Revolutionaries - reject 

cooperation with 

bourgeoisie -, Anarchists) 

• national 

• catholic 

• Benito Mussolini 

• From syndicalism to 

fascism 

• Municipal council of Milan 

• Election of socialist Avanti 

• Italy’s participation in WWI 

• Edition of nationalist Il 

Popolo d’Italia 

• First fascist group founded 

in 1919 at home of futurist 

Filippo Marinetti  

• Partito Nationale Fascisti 

(PNF) 

 

Evolution of Fascism 

• First fascist program by 

Alceste de Ambris 

• “Rewards” for Italian 

victory, vote for women, 

abolition for the Senate, a 

tax on capital, an 8-hour 

day in industry, workers’ 

share in control of 

factories, confiscation of 

church property, and a 

redistribution of land to 

peasants 

• Strikes in Milan and Turin 

and peasant uprisings in 

South (1919-1920) 

• Squadristi formed to 

combat Slavs in Adriatic 

used to support 

industrialists and 

landowners against 

workers and peasants 

• ‘Watchdogs of capitalism’ 

• Economic radicals replaced 

by conservatives 

• Founded by corporations 

and wealthy landowners 

• Economic and political 

instability fueled by fascists 

uprisings (Bologna, Milan, 

Ravenna)  
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Adolf Hitler, Mien Kampf (1923) 

• Context: Beer Hall Putsch 

o Coup d’etat in Nov 1923 

o Hitler’s attempt with National Socialist German Party to overthrow state 

government of Bavaria 

o Failed – imprisonment of Hitler and jail for 9 months (wrote Mein Kampf) 

o Erich von Ludendorf 

o Gustav von Kahr – head of Bavaria 

o Hitler 

▪ elevation to national figure 

▪ tactical change from revolution to legal politics 

• 1923 – account from prison, platform of Nazi Party 

• Preservation of ‘pure’ blood 

o Structure: 

▪ Higher races (Aryan) 

▪ Lower (other, especially Jews) 

o Miscegenation 

▪ Lowers higher race physically, culturally, spiritually, etc. 

▪ Eugenics 

▪ Marriage to preserve race 

• Anti-Semitism – Nazi Party 

o The Jew: 

▪ Lacks/steals culture, based on race not religion, cannot assimilate, are 

rapists, are militaristic, purposely hurt economy 

• Social Darwinism 

• Anti-Socialist 

• Anti-Versailles Treaty 

• Nationalist – unite German-speaking peoples 

• Authoritarianism 

o Hitler as leader 

o Education/indoctrination 

• Body is property of the nation 

o Economic 

o Race  

o Cultural 

o Political – international communism 

• Propaganda 

• Lebens raum (living space) 

o Imperialism, expansionism 

• Intertextuality 

o Heinrich von Treitschke, The Greatness of War (1840) 

▪ German heroism and war as progress 

o Edouard Drumont, Jewish France (1885) 

▪ Anti-Semitism 
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