
  

 

George Orwell 

Orwell was a British journalist and author, who wrote two of the most 

famous novels of the 20th century 'Animal Farm' and 'Nineteen 

Eighty-Four'. 

Orwell was born Eric Arthur Blair on 25 June 1903 in eastern India, 

the son of a British colonial civil servant. He was educated in England 

and, after he left Eton, joined the Indian Imperial Police in Burma, 

then a British colony. He resigned in 1927 and decided to become a 

writer. In 1928, he moved to Paris where lack of success as a writer 

forced him into a series of menial jobs. He described his experiences in 
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The Red-Armed Prole Woman 

The red-armed prole woman whom Winston hears singing through the window 

represents Winston’s one legitimate hope for the long-term future: the possibility 

that the proles will eventually come to recognize their plight and rebel against the 

Party. Winston sees the prole woman as a prime example of reproductive virility; he 

often imagines her giving birth to the future generations that will finally challenge 

the Party’s authority. 

Genre 
Dystopian Fiction, Science Fiction 

Dystopian Fiction 

George Orwell’s 1984 is a defining example of dystopian fiction in that it envisions 

a future where society is in decline, totalitarianism has created vast inequities, and 

innate weaknesses of human nature keep the characters in a state of conflict and 

unhappiness. Unlike utopian novels, which hold hope for the perfectibility of man 

and the possibility of a just society, dystopian novels like 1984 imply that the 

human race will only get worse if man’s lust for power and capacity for cruelty go 

uncorrected. In 1984, characters live in fear of wars, government surveillance, and 

political oppression of free speech. The London of the novel is dirty and crumbling, 

with food shortages, exploding bombs, and miserable citizens. The government is 

an all-powerful force of oppression and control, and crushes the characters’ 

identities and dreams. This dystopian vision of the future, written thirty-five 

years before the year the novel is set, suggests that man’s inherent nature is 

corrupt and repressive. Orwell wrote the book in the aftermath of World War II 

and the rise of fascism in Germany and the Soviet Union, and paints a pessimistic 

picture of society’s ability to avoid further global disasters. 

Dystopian fiction usually works backward from the present to find an explanation 

for the fictional society’s decline, and thus to provide a commentary on the 

reader’s society or a warning of how the future could turn out. In 1984, as Winston 

works to acquire objects from the past, find spaces without telescreens or 

microphones in them, and recover memories of the time before the Party, Orwell 

provides the reader with glimpses of how Winston’s society came to be. We learn 

about a nuclear war, a revolution, mass famines, and a period of consolidation of 
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Brief Biography of Ariel Dorfman
Ariel Dorfman is the son of Fanny Dorfman and Adolf Dorfman, an
Argentine professor of economics. The family moved from Argentina
to the U.S. before then settling in Chile when Dorfman was around the
age of twelve. Dorfman completed his schooling at the University of
Santiago. In the early 1970s, Dorfman worked as a cultural adviser to
Salvador Allende, Chile’s first socialist president. His 1971 book-length
essay on American imperialism, How to Read Donald Duck, became a
bestseller throughout Latin America and, eventually, the world. In 1973
Dorfman was forced to leave Chile for the U.S. when a military coup led
by General Pinochet overthrew Allende’s government. The new dictator
banned How to Read Donald Duck and ordered any copies of it
burned. Dorfman continued to write while living in the U.S. and became
a professor of literature and Latin American studies at Duke University
in 1985. His best-known work, Death and the Maiden, was completed in
1990 and deals with Chile’s pained transition from dictatorship to
democracy. More recently, Dorfman and his family have divided their
time between Chile and the U.S., a way of living which serves as the
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Plot Summary

Persepolis opens right after the 1979 Iranian Revolution, which results in
the downfall of the American-backed dictator known as the Shah of
Iran and leads to the rise of the religious hardliners who establish the
oppressive Islamic Republic. Marjane Satrapi describes how she used
to attend a French co-educational and non-religious school, but how
this is outlawed because the Islamic Republic distrusts and rallies
against all Western influences. Further, the regime forces all women
and girls to wear veils. Marjane’s parents, however, are modern and
secular in outlook; though they supported the Revolution against the
Shah, who was a despotic ruler, they are alarmed and dismayed at the
fundamentalist turn of the new Islamic Republic. Forced to grow up
quickly, Marjane begins to learn about the history of Iran and the
many invaders and rulers it has had over its centuries’ long history. Her
own grandfather was a Persian Prince who was often imprisoned and
tortured under the rules of the Shah. She also begins to understand
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Plot Overview
Summary Plot Overview

In the Puritan New England town of Salem, Massachusetts, a group of
girls goes dancing in the forest with a black slave named Tituba. While
dancing, they are caught by the local minister, Reverend Parris. One of
the girls, Parris’s daughter Betty, falls into a coma-like state. A crowd
gathers in the Parris home while rumors of witchcraft fill the town.
Having sent for Reverend Hale, an expert on witchcraft, Parris
questions Abigail Williams, the girls’ ringleader, about the events that
took place in the forest. Abigail, who is Parris’s niece and ward, admits
to doing nothing beyond “dancing.

While Parris tries to calm the crowd that has gathered in his home,
Abigail talks to some of the other girls, telling them not to admit to
anything. John Proctor, a local farmer, then enters and talks to Abigail
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reveals to Reverend Hale that he doesn’t go to church because he
doesn’t like Reverend Parris’s obsession with money. Tituba falsely
confesses to witchcraft because she knows, as a slave, she is the legal
property of Parris, who can beat her if she doesn’t confess. Mr. Putnam,
who has a long history of false accusations, encourages his daughter
to falsely accuse their neighbors of witchcraft so he can claim their
property after the neighbors are jailed or executed. Giles Corey dies
rather than falsely confess so that his children can inherit his land. In
the new world of America, owning property was one of the few ways
people could feel secure. The relentless ambition to own more and
more land created an environment that encouraged falsehoods and
deception among neighbors. The extreme lengths characters go to to
protect what they own leads to the witch trials.

Justice- Many characters struggle with choices they made before and
during the events of the play, trying to understand if the results of
their actions are just or not. Elizabeth Proctor has a di�cult time
forgiving John for his a�air with Abby, but by the end of the play,
Elizabeth has come to feel that she is at least partly to blame for her
husband’s adultery. Elizabeth accepts her imprisonment and John’s
decision to die as justice being served. Reverend Hale also changes his
understanding of justice: at the beginning of the play, he believes
himself adept at finding and combating witchcraft. By the end, he is
encouraging residents of Salem to falsely confess to save themselves.
While he would have once found false confessions a perversion of
justice, he now sees false confession as a necessary act of
self-preservation. Elizabeth doesn’t agree with Hale, and their di�ering
definitions of what justice is end the play on an ambiguous note.

Consequences-John’s a�air with Abby has ended by the time the
events of the play begin, but the consequences of that a�air have just
begun. Because Abby doesn’t believe that John no longer is interested
in her, she seizes upon accusations of witchcraft as a way to get rid of
Elizabeth. Because John allowed Abby to believe that he loved her, she
thinks she can take Elizabeth’s place as his wife. She’s wrong, but
doesn’t realize her error until both John and Elizabeth have been
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The reader summary

Bernhard Schlink begins his novel, The Reader, with a scene of the main
character. Michael Berg, a 14-year-old boy, is on his way home from
school when he suddenly vomits on the pavement. Hanna Schmitz, 35
years old, lives in a flat near the pavement. She takes care of Michael
and brings him home to his family. On the same day, the doctor
diagnoses Michael with jaundice. After his illness is nearly cured, he visits
Hanna with a bouquet of flowers to thank her.

When Michael wants to leave, Hannah asks him to wait because she has
to go in the same direction and she would like his company. While she
changes her clothes, Michael is secretly looking through a crack in the
door. Hanna notices this and Michael runs away.

A week later, he visits her again. Hanna asks him to fetch coal from the
basement and Michael gets really dirty. She gives him a bath.
Afterwards, Hanna and Michael sleep together for the first time, and
Michael falls in love with Hanna.
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The tea tin- When Michael visits the Jewish woman to give her
Hanna’s money, she tells him the story of how someone at the
concentration camps had stolen her tea tin, which was full of her
childhood treasures, not for its contents but to use the metal for
some sinister but unspecified purpose. Though she does not accept
responsibility for Hanna’s money, the woman does keep the tea tin in
which Hanna’s money was stored. The woman’s decision to take
Hanna’s tea tin but not its contents is perhaps a way of reclaiming
her experience at the camps, and to reclaim at least a small part of
what was taken from her at the hands of the Nazis. At the same time,
her rejection of the tin’s contents—like the Nazis’ dismissal of her
childhood treasures within the original tea tin—is a rejection of what
Michael interprets to be Hanna’s desire to be recognized for her
atonement.
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