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Focus of Study
● German foreign policy, including:

○ aims and strategy of German foreign policy to September 1939
○ impact of Nazi ideology on German foreign policy to September 1939

- German foreign policy was directly shaped by and infused with Nazi ideology → the beliefs of the
party were the genesis for most foreign policy decisions UP TO 1939

AIMS AND STRATEGY - Nazi Ideology Influence:

- The primary goal of the Nazi State was the full realisation of the dream of the Third
Reich

- this was to be achieved through specialised interior design, and a successful foreign policy
campaign

- the ideal Reich, led by foreign policy choices, would be:

i. racially pure and supported by enslaved untermenschen
ii. home to all German-Speaking people

iii. built upon annexed territory

Ideology was the foundation of these ultimate goals;
- page one of Mein Kampf states - “kindred blood should be united under a common empire”

To achieve the ideal Reich, foreign policy was KEY:

Type IDEOLOGY OVERVIEW STRATEGY

GERMAN
STATE

Lebensraum 1. Expansionism with the goal of
expanding German borders

2. The new land would be the
foundation of the Reich

3. Needed enough room to hold the
expected amount - 250 Million
Aryan citizens and the slave force

1. Imposition of the ‘New
Order’

2. Czechoslovakia (see
Appeasement section)

3. Bohemia-Moravia

4. Lithuania

5. (Later than 1939) USSR
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- Establishment of concentration camps and state terror systems
- Racial policies enforced in all occupied territories
- Nazi euthanasia program of mentally defecitve, severely handicapped, the

incurably insane and incurable sick, removal of ‘burdens’
- January 1939, Hitler’s speech to the Reichstag

- Invasion of Poland
- Establishment of the ghettos to further separate and isolate the Jewish

population

Invasion of the Soviet Union
- By June 1941 Hitler’s ideological aim of Lebensraum was being realised, a move

from separation to extermination
- July 1941 Hermann Goerring authorised all necessary measures to the ‘final

solution to the Jewish Question’
- Creation of the SS Einsatzgruppen

- Babi Yar Massacre
- Dirlewanger Brigade

- January 1942 Wannsee Conference
- Senior SS and Nazi leaders set in motion the establishment six

extermination camps
- Hence began the systematic killing of the Jews
- Those deemed unfit for labour were immediately killed
- 4 million died in Auschwitz alone

The effects of the
Holocaust?

- The dehumanisation of the affected groups
- Removal of their dignity, tattooing numbers
- The role of indoctrination by the Nazis had produced a willing group of

individuals in Germany who were prepared to undertake the actions to implement
the Holocaust and murder so many people without fear of consequences

- Local collaborators, Ukraine, Croatia, France, willing joined the Nazis to enact
Nazi policy and murder ‘undesirables’

- A component of the Holocaust was the utilisation of the Jewish population and
other unwatned minorities as a slave labour force

- “Annihilation through work”, “work will set you free”
- Mauthausen concentration camp
- 1942-44 deportation of 3 million Soviet citizens to German and Austria as

forced labourers
- Albert Speer, responsible for 14,000,000 forced labour from the occupied

countries
- Mittelbau-Dora camp
- Production og supplies all rose significant, whilst output per worker rose

60% between 1939 and 1944
- Historians Bullock argues Speer extends the war by 2 years because of

his efficiency in supply

● End of the Conflict, including:
○ ‘D’ Day and the liberation of France
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