
 Abortion - Introduction 

 Background and Context 
Abortion Act 1967 

- Did not legalise abortion 
- It did not de-criminalise abortion at all 
- It provided a statutory defence to certain offences under the Offences against the Person Act 1861 & 

Infant life (preservation) Act 1929 (i.e., doctors performing abortions will not be charged with those 
crimes under those acts which they will have been) 

 
Facts + Statistics 
In medicine: abortion is the premature exit of the products of conceptions from the uterus. It refers to the loss 
of pregnancy not why it was lost. 
In workshop: We will define abortion as the deliberate termination of pregnancy. 
 
‘The term abortion is more commonly used as a synonym for induced abortion, the deliberate interruption of pregnancy, 
as opposed to miscarriage, which connotes a spontaneous or natural loss of the foetus’  
 
 
Ways of Abortion.  
 
Medical abortion: given 2 medications (Mifepristone/Misoprostol) usually in early pregnancy up to 10 weeks- 
but available up to 24 weeks (best for earlier pregnancy’s)  
 
Surgical abortion: Vacuum Aspiration Abortion used between 3-12 weeks – A tube inserted into the womb and 
contents vacuumed out, thereby removing the foetus.  
 
Evacuation and Curettage- The cervical canal is enlarged, and the womb emptied by suction or curettage 
(Scooping/scraping) 
 
Intact Dilation and Extraction after 13 weeks- The foetus is partially extracted into the birth canal and the 
contents of the skull vacuumed out. The body of the foetus is then removed.  
 
Covid 19 Update:  

- Can take 2 pills at home for abortion (pregnancy that have not passed 10 weeks of gestation) will be a 
consultation after pandemic/ or 2 years is this is a better way of doing things.  

- Abortion rates climbed during pandemic 
 
Statistics published by department of health in 2019. 

- There were 200,608 abortions carried out in the UK in 2018, the highest number ever recorded 
- Highest rate women aged 20-24 
- 1,267 for girls aged under 16 

 
Covid 19 Statistics: 

- Between Jan-Jun 2020, 86% of abortions were performed at under 10 weeks 
- This compared with 81% in January to June 2019, an increase of 5% 
- Almost 50% of abortions were performed before 7 weeks gestation from January to June 2020, 

compared to almost 40% for the same period.  
- A further 36% were done from week 7 to 9 in the first 6 months of 2020, compared to 42% in the first 

6 months of 2019. 
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 Proposals for Reform 
 
 

  
Recent Attempts to Reform the Law 
 
■ May 2008 MPs voted to retain the current legal limit of 24 weeks. 
■ Amendment proposing reductions to 22 weeks defeated by 304 to 233 votes 
■ and to 20 weeks by 332 to 190 votes 
■ Former Health Secretary, Jeremy Hunt, has said he favours a 12-week limit 
■ David Steel has said he thinks 24 weeks is right 

 
Amendment of HFEA: to time-limits on the grounds. There was another opportunity is 
2008 to re-visit the 24-week limit for social ground under s.1.1a that is that continuing 
pregnancy would be a greater risk for the physical/mental health of the mother or 
existing child of the family. Amendments proposition reductions to reduce 22 weeks 
defeated in house of commons.  
Some politicians feel a 12-week limit would be adequate, this includes former health 
secretary Jeremy hunt health. 
David Steel said he thought 24 weeks is right.  
 
■ Sex Selection 
■ 2012 Daily Telegraph ‘sting’ 
■ Amendment to Serious Crime Bill 2015 – defeated 
■ Assessment of termination of pregnancy on grounds of the sex of the foetus: 

Response to Serious Crime Act 2015 (Department of Health) 
Other proposed amendments: provision in the serious crime bill 2015: which was a 
result of a ‘sting operation; by the daily telegraph which filmed DR. with pre-signed 
abortions slipped, handing them out to couples who had scans and found they were 
excepting a girl’s child and decided to terminate pregnancies. Because they would prefer 
a male child.  
 
Whilst the serious crime bill as being drafted there was a report conducted by the 
department of health to show that there were no real discrepancies of number of girls to 
boys being born in any ethnic group of the UK/ cultural group that would suggest that it 
was a wide-spread practice that needed legislation to stop it happening, i.e., it did not 
seem there was a problem with this and it was an isolated incident that the daily 
telegraph reported. Not wide problem in UK as a whole.  
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Some Criticisms of the Violinist Argument 
Pro -Life 
■ Why not tell it from the violinist’s pov? Especially if he never asked to be 

attached – it just happened to him? (Kaczor) 
 

Kaczor: roman catholic ethical philosopher why is the story told from the person hooked 
up to the violinist and the story not been told from the violinist point of view.   
 
Also, why we not looking at terminations point of view, whoever’s fault it is that the 
foetus ended up there/responsibility it is not the foetus fault so why are they th eons 
paying the price.  

 
■ This might be analogous to rape but not to pregnancies resulting from 

consensual sex, especially unprotected sex. (Tooley; Meilaender) 
 
Tooley: not anti-abortion ethically at all: he does see a logical flaw in the arguments, 
whereas mailaener is anti-abortion a Christian ethicist. Both pick up the same logical 
flaw: in this analogy ‘it may be analogous to rape i.e., woke up hooked up i.e. you never 
did anything on purpose to risk pregnancy, but consensual unprotected sex always 
carries high risk of pregnancy so if someone has undertaken that behaviour it should not 
be a surprise/ it is a normal consequence of the action.  
 
So, this analogy would be good for a rape victim, as you are ‘hooked up to something’ 
you never asked /planned for and in that case the violinist analogy would justify a 
termination, but it would not really in a normal situation of pregnancy resulting from 
consensual sex.     
 
 
■ Where contraceptive failure is the issue, it’s more like a person joining the 

society of music lovers and accepting that they have a 1 in 100 chance of being 
the one hooked up. They accept the risk so they should not detach themselves if 
it materialises. (Warren) 

 
Goes further stating even if you have protected intercourse, no type of contraception 
is 100% reliable so you still are taking 1/100 or 3/100 risk depending on which, that 
you are going to get pregnant, it is not that you’re suddenly waking up to a 
consequence that was completely unforeseeable and not at all your responsibility, its  
 
 
■ By unplugging the violinist, you are allowing a terminally ill person to die. An 

abortion involves the active killing of a viable foetus. (Brody) 
 
 
In other words, unhooking yourself from life support is an omission, like turning of 
someone life-support machine, just a case of not artificially keeping them alive anymore. 
Whereas termination is doing an action to stop a life that viable and will continue 
without interreference and not a good analogy in that way  
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