
AN1101 Master Notes 

basic intro and tips 
Assessment items: 

Weeks 1 – 9 (Item 1: Tutorial Participation) ( 20%) 

 (Item 2: Short Essay 500-600 words) (10%) (start during week 3) (play the role of an anthropologist 

and observe ANY activity, home or outside, and conduct a basic ethnography to write an essay by 

recording detailed observation) 

What meaning can you make of the cultural activity you observe? What can it tell us about the world 

we live in? 

 (Item 3: Major Essay 1500 words roughly.  Check with lecturer) (40%) (You NEED recommended 

reading to pass this item, check the subject outline for more details. Start reading from week 2 

onwards)  

NOTE: for the assessments: the word limit does NOT include the reference list.  

Question to be answered is: With reference to Barker and comparative sources, discuss tensions 

between the local and global that arise out of capital-intensive resource development. 

Exam Week (Item 4: Online Exam) (30%) ( 40 MCQs + 4 SAQ 200-300 words each) 

 

NOTE: see important outline to see what you need to do to pass an assessment. You must get 

overall 50% to pass this module AND make a serious attempt with 80% of the workload (inherent 

requirements), unlike the other PY modules. 

 

Textbook: 

Prescribed: 

Brown, N., González, L., and McIlwraith, T. (2020). Perspectives: An Open Invitation to Cultural 

Anthropology (2nd ed.). American Anthropology Association. 

http://perspectives.americananthro.org/ 

Recommended: 

Barker, J. (2016). Ancestral Lines: The Maisin of Papua New Guinea and the Fate of the Rainforest, 2 

nd ed. University of Toronto Press. [Based on 25 years of research among the Maisin people, Barker 

offers a nuanced understanding of how the Maisin came to reject commercial logging on their 

traditional lands]. (available online through JCU library) 

(can access online or borrow hardcopy from library. Also use the course calendar from subject 

outline from to determine what you need to read for the week)  
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Anthropology views and perspectives 

Ethnocentrism vs cultural relativism – Cultural relativism is the guiding principle of 

Anthropology and ethnography. However, some ethical concern remains regarding cultural 

relativism. HOWEVER, extreme cultural relativism can ironically enough overlap with 

ethnocentrism (see L2 slides more details).  Extreme cultural relativism argues that cultures 

should be judged solely by their own standards. 

 

Hence, it is important we apply critical cultural relativism.  This is questioning the whole 

concept of a culture. Are there victims? What about human rights?  Who does the culture 

harm and help? However, be careful of doing this as it may lead to thoughts of “imperialism” 

and racism from the thoughts of the participants.   

Do note however, Anthropology seeks to understand, NOT JUSTIFY. An example would be 

Nazi Germany, we seek to understand why they perform genocide. However, we do not justify. 

It.  

Objectivity vs activist anthropology – This is still a subject of many debates; some feel 

objectivity is the way as it does not allow subjective opinions to influence results (even tough 

opinions are needed in anthropology at times) and to maintain neutrality and non-judgement. 

Those of the activist though believe that such research can be used to tackle equality and 

discrimination issues. 

Science vs humanism – Cultural Anthropologists tend to not use the scientific method and 

sometimes their research consists of their own and other perspectives. Interpretative 

Anthropologists do not believe that culture can tested using a hypothesis, instead seeing it as 

a “text” which underlying meanings are to be uncovered. 

Emic vs etic – emic is the description of a culture provided by a member of said culture 

(INSIDER VIEW) , while etic is the description that is provided from the observer (OUTSIDER 

VIEW) . Both are used in the study of anthropology and is further elaborated in field notes.  

 

Ethnography methods 

Observation participation framework – Standard, to determine what is going on through 

participation and observation.  

Interviewing and conversation – Communication allows for more ideas and thoughts to 

discovered and give a more “human” meaning in the study. 

Gathering life histories – Life histories and prior events can provide contexts and explanations 

to why individuals decide to follow/ go against their culture. 

Genealogical method – Used for the study of kinship and social relationships. A family chart 

is usually created for this case. 

8 of 43



Biomedical - Western biomedicine based on the application of insights from science, especially 

biology and chemistry, for the diagnosis and treatment of medical condition. This model has its 

scientific origins from ancient Greece and Rome. 

 

Illness vs disease 

Illness refers to a person’s suffering, or a set of culturally recognized, or meaningful symptoms. 

Disease is a cluster of symptoms recognized by biomedicine (measurable, pathological). 

 

Having a ‘cold’ is an illness, influenza is a disease.  

 

 

Types of healing 

humoral healing - an approach to healing that seeks to treat medical ailments by achieving a balance 

between the forces or elements of the body. 

 

Communal healing – an approach that directs the combined efforts of the community toward 

treating illness. (which usually involves harnessing supernatural forces via rituals).  

 

Faith and the placebo effect 

Faith sometimes do work because of the placebo effect, the belief that something works not 

because it does, but the persons involved BELIEVES that it will work. This is the reason why so many 

people continue to believe in rituals and the fact they still work.  

 

However, sometimes rituals can ruin faith. Prayer before a surgery tends to invoke a nocebo effect 

because it causes stress to the patients involved, even if there were good intentions ( this was found 

via a study and is not 100% confirmed).  

 

Mental Health 

Many cultures see mental health in a different light. Schizophrenia is a good example regarding this.  

Some cultures see schizophrenia (like Indonesia) as communication with the spirit world or spirit 

possession. As such, they remain integrated to their communities and even had significant 

responsibilities in their families and communities.   This is quite different from other cultures where 

they will place you into a mental hospital if you are found to have schizophrenia. 

 

 Social constructions and blaming 
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Week 8: Film Anthropology 
 

Performance can be many things at once: artful, reflexive, consequential, traditional, and emergent. 

Performance is unique as it can be linked to several circumstances including historical, social, 

economic, political, and personal contexts. 

 

The 1900s saw performance as another realm in which anthropologists can explore. 

 

Orientalism – The construction of the “orient” of the “west”: “exotic, ancient and sensual” can be 

used to critically analyse allied notions of exoticism, primitivism, romanctism. 

Exoticism – The idea that foreign cultures are “mystical, mysterious and the other” 

Primitivism is a critique of industralisation. 

Cultural performance and performing culture. 

A cultural performance IS a performance (e.g. Dance, song etc) 

A Performing culture refers to the ways in which everyday actions and words are reflections of our 

own enculturation and thus can be studies AS performances. In other words, performing culture is a 

performance OF culture. 

 

Performing culture refers to the lived traditions that are always emergent. They can also refer to 

popular sayings, stylish dressings, dining out etc.   

 

Everyday performance  

A failed performance usually results in an unfulfilling day. Hence, performances must take the 

following factors into consideration. 

 

 Presentation of self - the ways in which people manage the impressions of others. It 

involves personal front which is the aspects of costumes are worn in close association with 

the actor’s body. 

 Performance of gender -   How individual performances of gender identity that gender is a 

social construct is created.  Behaviours, dress and even the way one does things is a 

reflection of gender identity. 

 Social drama as performance - Social drama are in short conflicts. It consists of 4 stages: 

breach, crisis, redress, reintegration, or schism.  Reintegration of schism happens depends 

on if parties agree of the redress. 
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Public anthropology - focuses on the interface or link between anthropology as an academic 

discipline and the broader public it supports and hopefully find much value between it. Public 

anthropology could be seen as an activist stance (e.g the fight against the Vietnam war).  

 

 

Public vs applied anthropology. 

Applied anthropology has its roots from 19th century colonialism from Americans and British.  

Examples include historical studies on why certain societies are opposing colonialism (like Neur 

against British). 

 

As such, applied anthropology is the investigations of the principles of human behaviour and the 

application of said principles to contemporary issues and problems. 

 

 

Applied anthropologists criticised public anthropology for having 2 issues: 

1) It ignored work applied anthropologists had done to date in the field. 

2) It could lead to a two-tier system in which public anthropologists become high-status 

theoreticians while applied anthropologists become lower-status grunts in charge of 

addressing concrete, practical problems. In short, it is an issue of status. 

 

There is still tension between both disciplines. Some academics are arguing over definitions and 

status despite the issues all around the world. 

 

Interestingly, applied anthropologist are proud in their work resisted the academic structures of the 

discipline with their own society having meetings and journals. On the other hand, they had to adopt 

some academic structures despite efforts to engage those outside the academy due to the 

requirements of a graduate degree to be an anthropologist. Secondly, academia positions have good 

money so said meetings tend to have academic journals.  

 

Engaged anthropology 

Through engaging in social justice. There are some recommendations on how it should be done 

including: 

 Sharing and support 

 Teaching and Education 

 Social critique 

 Collaboration 

 Advocacy 

 Activism 
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