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Week 1: Horse Evolution and 
Training

Date:  

Topic: Horse Evolution and Training

Recall
What are the 
evolutionary 
phases of the 
horse?

What is the 
relationship 
between horse 
and human?

Horses were 
mammals that: 

The human-
horse 
relationship has 
devleoped the 
horses into:

Notes
Eohippus (50m), Mesohippus (35m), Merychippus 
(10m), Pliohippus (5m), Eguus

fundamentally important 

can be a problem 

difficult to remain objective when observing equine 
behaviour

freely engages in social internaction

grazes

flight behaviour 

reproduces by choice

maximised/manipulated running conditions

restricted and micro-managed feeding 

restricted or little opportunities for social interaction

controlled reproduction
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how has the 
horse's brain 
developed?

the global horse 
industry is 
changing how? 

the horse's brain is the size of a human child's

the cerebellum is proportiantely bigger than in other 
similar sized animals

increasing focus at the individual horse level

📌 SUMMARY The horse-human relationship has led to the 
development of an animal suited to our needs, and must now be 
managed in a way that supports the mammal.
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Week 2: What is behaviour 
Date:  

Topic: Social Behaviour

Recall
What is the 
outcome of a 
consistent set of 
social 
relationships?

How are 
dominance 
orders affected?

Notes
helps to maintain access to resources (food, water, 
shelter, mates)

The relationship between dominance and aggression 
is inflated as only a small % of behaviour within a 
group is truly aggressive

Individual attributes (eg. age, sex, breed, size, 
matrilineal inheritance of dominance’) are ignored

older and more experienced members of a group may 
know their home range, but there is currently no solid 
evidence of leadership being unique to specific 
individuals within the group

Other factors that influence social organisation: 
*hormonal status *physiological status *social 
experience and may also be *breed effects *litter 
mates *family associations *individual associations
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Should human-
horse 
interactions be 
based on 
dominance?

How is leadership 
established 
within horses? 

Horses have one-to-one relationships with other 
horses and humans are NOT their substitute Leaders

Basing human–horse interactions on a dominance 
concept may be detrimental to horse welfare

If approached by an aggressive individual, the 
predominant type of behaviour a horse will show is 
escape or avoidance

The relationship instead should be to safeguard 
horse welfare

Horses are social animals that mainly interact with 
each other on a bilateral level (i.e. each horse has an 
individual relationship with each other horse), and it 
is unlikely that they have the concept of a rank order 
that includes all members of the group

📌 SUMMARY Horses operate on a bilateral level meaning they have 
individual relationships with other horses, debunking the concept 
of a rank order, which transfers to the horse-human relationship 
where training should focus on establishing trust and safeguarding 
horse welfare


