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Exam Tips
READ AND ANSWER THE QUESTION

Problem Question

• Show clear understanding of the facts
o Note: Okay to say more facts are needed to answer the question

• Be specific
o Authority (which judge?)
o Facts
o Reason via analogy and distinctions

• Think about the logic of your structure, and integration and application of law to facts
o Don’t write blocks of legal rulesY make it principle ZZ> application

• Structure
o 1. Is there power to pass the law?

! State: Has residual/plenary power
! Cth: Need to find a sufficient connection between law and HoP

o 2. If Invalid: Can we save it via reading down and severance?
o 3. Does the law breach any constitutional prohibition?

Essay

• Standard: Define/explain and give your views
• Note: You can disagree with essays
• Structure

o 1. Definitional clarity
! A) Substance of the question: e.g. what is the quote saying, the area of law
! B) What is the question asking of you: e.g. criticise, discuss, consider the pros

and cons
o 2. Thesis
o 3. Give examples

• Short and well answered essay that really nails the issues is preferable to a long rambling one
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