
What is Forensic Psychology?

Forensic Psychology - activities of all psychologists whose work is 
related to & impacts the CJS
1980's & 1990's Forensic Psychology - practitioners in law courts 
(excluded police & prisoners)
Wrightman's (2001) Forensic Psychology - different psychologists are 
included (eg Social, clinical, counselling psychologists). Does not mention 
researchers in the field of forensic psychology
Correlational research - most commonly used in forensic psychology
Criminal psychology - concerns all aspects (will, thoughts, intentions, 
reactions etc.) Study of patterns & causes of crime (e.g correlate 
poverty & crime)
Psychology - studies criminals themselves 
Investigative Psychology - application of psychological research & 
concepts to the investigation of crime.
Eastman (2000) - compared psychologists & lawyers to different 
countries (Legaland & Megaland) as: 
     - lawyers have more power, but psychologists need them to give 
them authority
     - need to communicate, but this can be hard. Both need to adjust 
language.
Expert witness - A person with special knowledge. Witnesses only 
report facts while expert witnesses also express opinions but not 
outside their area of expertise

a-



Daubert criteria - Method used by courts to determine whether or 
not expert testimony should be admissible at trial. 
  - able to report likelihood of error in studies
  - have viable techniques
  - widely reviewed research supported by others in the field.
Mossman & Kapp (1998) - found that mental health experts (due to 
local reputation & their communication abilities) are normally selected 
for expert witnesses. Could be a problem due to existence of many 
examples of pseudo-science
Researcher-practitioner - used instead of scientist-practitioners as 
many do not believe that the purpose of psychology is to develop 
scientific law of human behaviour
Marcus Aurelius in AD 179 (Spruit, 1998; Quinsey, 2009) - The earliest 
recorded principle about the mentally ill.
  - Aurelius suggested that the governor should not punish an 
offender who had murdered his own mother, as he was permanently 
insane
  - ‘insanity itself was a sufficient punishment’
The statutes at large (1324) - In England & Wales, legal categories 
classifying the mentally disordered first appeared in this. It 
distinguished between lunatics and idiots. Both lost property (but 
lunatics could get it back if recovered)
1700’s Beccaria - Regarded human as having free will, we evaluate 
costs and benefits such as when we commit a crime.
  - Believed punishment is important for deterrence 
  - Punishment needs to be proportionate to the crime
  - Argued that this led to the abandonment of torture of prisoners



Lombrosso - compared criminals features to soldiers
  - certain structural anomalies of the skull were more common among 
criminals = criminals represented an earlier stage of evolution of 
humanity
  - women less crime as woman so backwards in terms of human 
development that they had not evolved to the stage at which it was 
possible to be criminal. 
Criminal characteristics found by Lombroso (not replicated) - 
  - lack of skull for brain tissue
  - structural differences between the two sides of the skull
  - ears that stick out 
  - a bent or flat nose 
  - colour blindness 
  - left-handedness 
  - lack of muscular strength 
  - murderer’s eyes are bloodshot, cold & glasssy, whereas the eyes of 
sex offenders glint.
Klopemania - Stealing insanity.
  - impulses to steal things of little value 
  - theft caused exhilaration & relief from feelings of tension
  - tend to be within women
  - Wilhelm Stekel held it be suppressed sexual desire
  - Fenichel (1933) women had penis envy, so aimed to replace missing 
penis through symbolic objects that they stole
Albert Von Schrenk-Nortzing (c. 1897) - witnesses at murder trial 
were unable to distinguish between what they had witnessed & what 
they had read in newspapers
Cattell (c. 1895) - quality of eyewitness testimony through 
investigations of human memory
Udo Undeutsch (1953) - moved the issue of testimony to the question 
of the accuracy of a statement, rather than credibility of the witness



Royo (1996) - suggests that there are 4 basic ways in which a 
discipline may be consolidated 
  - formation of associations
  - creation of specialised books & journals
  - legal institutionalisation of the discipline as part of the process of 
criminal justice
  - creation of university courses devoted to the subject
3 groups of behaviour - overt (violence), covert (fraud), self injurious 
(drinking)
3 stages of the criminal justice system - pre-trial (investigation), trial 
(prosecution), sentencing (if found guilty)
Legal system - The set of laws of a country & the way they're 
interpreted and enforced.
  - CJS is within the legal system. (Both civil & criminal matters)
Micro functions of law - Regulation of human behaviour, what is 
criminal & what if contracts or agreement are broken
Macro functions of law - The relationship between law & different 
orders: public, social, economic, international & moral
  - They also include the resolution of: social problems, human 
relationships & the educational or ideological function of law
New Public Management (NPM) - caused privatisation, performance 
regimes & multi-agency partnerships that have featured criminal 
justice over past 30 years
Andragogy - self directed learning
Pedagogy - instructor-centered learning 
3 levels of how our expertise develop overtime (Otto & Heilburn, 
2002) - Legally informed (knowledge on law); proficient clinician 
(knowledge of publication); clinician (in-depth understanding of law, 
procedure & issues related to their role).



Garland (2001) 12 indices of changes - 
  - Target risk reduction instead of rehab
  - Harsher punishments 
  - Changes of policies to youth & sexual predators
  - Location of sex offenders made available
  - Locking up sex offenders available 
  - Locking up violent offenders more, looking at risk
  - making people aware of crime and policies 
  - increase prison sentencing 
  - anyone can commit crime, so need societal restraints and controls
  - increase crime prevention & community safety
  - new management & improving cost-effectiveness
  - seeing that traditional methods don’t work
Kolb (individual differences in reflective tendencies, e.g. learning styles) 
- divergers (reflect on specific experiences from different 
perspectives); assimilators (develop theoretical ways of thinking); 
accommodators (use active experimentation as a basis for new 
learning)
How to become a forensic psychologists - A first degree in psychology; 
stage one masters; stage two supervised practice in real life setting 
(must be BPS accredited); or a doctorate route in


