
Migration, Identity and Sovereignty EQ1: What are the impact of globalisation on international migration? 
Globalisation means increasing movement of capital, goods and people. Migration flows, both internal and international, are now running at record levels. International migration not only alters the ethnic 
composition pf populations, it also changes national identity and attitudes to it. The growing interdependence of  countries that has come with globalisation is creating tensions, most notably with ideas of national 
identity and sovereignty. The fact that the governance of globalisation lies in the hands of a small number of global organisations is another factor encouraging the rise of nationalism in some countries 

Internal and international migration Consequences of international migration The complex causes of migration 

A new pattern of labour demand: 
Globalisation has generated much new employment and it is the locations of 
this employment that are determining the directions and destinations of 
economic migrant flows. This new patter makes sense if considered in terms 
of the core-periphery model. 
National core-periphery systems have been strengthened not only by rural-
urban migration but also flows converging on leading cities, as has happened 
so spectacularly in China. Core-periphery structures also exist at an 
international scale. In the EU a core region encompasses southern England, 
northern France, Belgium and much of western Germany. Because the EU is 
founded on a belief in the free movement of labour,  huge volumes of 
economic migrants are leaving the periphery in southern and eastern Europe 
and heading for the ‘cores of the core’ – leading cities such as London, Paris, 
Brussels and Berlin. 

In theory, the demand for labour is greatest in the emerging countries, 
particularly  China and India. But both these countries have huge labour 
resources of their own and do not rely on immigrant labour. Elsewhere, the 
demand for labour is high in the core regions of the world, such as the USA 
and the EU. One aspect that is new is the mobility of labour, thanks to 
modern transport and communications, as well as more open borders.  

Most migration that occurs globally is 
intra-regional (between countries in the 
same region) 

Immigration Policies: 
4 per cent of the global population lives outside its country of birth. But this 
proportion varies between countries because of different policies relating to 
international migration – compare the strict immigration policies of Australia 
and Japan with the more liberal policies of Singapore and Sweden 

Non-economic migration 
Employment is not the only factor in international migration, with 
unemployment providing the ‘push’ and job opportunities the ‘pull’. There 
are two other noticeable groups  of international migrant, both responses to 
push forces and therefore forced. 
• Political refugees and asylum seekers: victims of persecution and 

conflict 
• Environmental refugees: where life support systems are collapsing due 

to climate change and overpopulation.

The risks that huge numbers of migrants have been taking to cross the 
Aegean and Mediterranean into Europe testifies to the desperation of both 
economic migrants and refugees to escape from their homelands. 
Most international migrants move for work-related reasons and are often 
driven by poverty and deprivation. For these people, the dividing line 
between voluntary and forced migration may not always be clear. Also 
involved in these work-related migrations are the families who often follow 
an economic migrant once they have established themselves in the 
destination country. 

Economic theory 
The core-periphery model states that with development there is a backwash 
(flows) of migrants to the core from the periphery – a response to the 
greater opportunities available in the core. 

Periphery to core migration within a country is not without its problems. For 
example, there is likely to be political concern for the plight of the periphery. 
But when the core reaches such a scale and magnetism that they draw in 
large numbers of foreign migrants, the situation can become much more 
serious. Such flows can seriously challenge national identity and sovereignty 

Unrestricted flows 
There is a strong divergence of opinion about the unrestricted movement of 
migrants. There are those who argue that economic efficiency is maximised 
when goods, capital and labour can move freely across international 
borders. But there are those who focus on the problems of overheated and 
overgrown cores and the plight of debilitated peripheries. 

The free movement of labour is one of the founding principles of the EU and 
made even easier by the Schengen Agreement. However, the UK is not the 
only member state concerned about the great influx of migrants involving 
both economic migrants and refugees. Immigration can reach such a pitch 
that countries feel they can no longer cope in providing housing, education 
and healthcare 

Main causes of migration 
The causes of international migration fall 
into three main groups 
• Economic
• Political (persecution and conflict)
• Environmental 

A strong economic core develops 
fuelled by the in-migration of 
people (workers and investors) 
from the peripheral regions of a 
state5 

In economic theory, additional 
core regions form as part of the 
development process over time. 
The growth of these core is fuelled 
by flows of raw materials and 
workers from neighbouring areas 

Migration has become one of the key issues of the twenty-first century. 
Because of globalisation and a shrinking world, migration is now a major 
management challenge for most governments, particularly in those 
developed countries which are attracting large flows of migrants. 

Immigration changes the culture and ethnicity of a population. The history of 
the UK since around 1950 provides a prime example. Despite much 
assimilation, the UK today has become a truly multicultural and multi-ethnic 
society. Less that 75 years ago it was overwhelmingly a white society. 
Diversity as such was generated by influxes of Jewish and Irish immigrants. 
Ethnicity = refers to social groups distinguished by their religion, language, 
customs and heritage. 
Assimilation = The process by which persons of diverse cultural and ethnic 
backgrounds interact and intermix in the life of the larger community or 
nation. 

Political tensions 
The paradox of globalisation is that while it promotes a global way of 
thinking, it simultaneously ignites fears that immigrants pose a destabilising 
threat. The perception prevails that they are taking over housing, jobs and 
businesses. Almost inevitably, tensions are generated between the native 
and the newcomers. Most times, the tensions take the form of ill-informed 
suspicions rather than outright conflict or hostility. A good example is 
provided by the USA and labour flows from neighbouring Mexico. 
Heightening the tension here is the fact that huge numbers of Mexicans are 
entering the USA illegally. This raises the suspicion that they are not paying 
taxes on their earnings. 

An uneven playing field. 
The world’s poorest people are sometimes the least likely to become 
economic migrants. This is because those countries with tight border 
controls are in a position to select whom they admit. They can choose on the 
basis of skills that the country needs, as with Australia. Money and influence 
can also be used to acquire necessary visas. This sort of discrimination is 
often used as an argument in favour of open national borders. 

In the case even of refugees, there is also an element of discrimination. The 
first to escape tend to be the healthy, young adults and the better informed. 
The sick, elderly and those with a poor awareness of the threat handing over 
them tend to lag behind and often until it is too late. 


