
Lecture outline  
INTRODUCTION  
• EU LAW II   
Module materials   
Schedule of sessions   
Assessment   
Module overview  
EUROPEAN UNION  
• Membership  
• Values  
• Objectives  
• From integration to disintegration  
• Withdrawal from the EU   
EU-UK relations  
REVISITING EU LAW I  
• EU Institutions  
• Sources of Law  
• Supremacy of EU Law  
• Direct Effect  
• State Liability  
• Preliminary Ruling  
INTERNAL MARKET – FOOD FOR THOUGHT EU LAW II - WEEKLY PLANNER 
 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE EU  
1952 Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands  
1973 Denmark, Ireland, United Kingdom  
1981 Greece  
1986 Portugal, Spain  
1995 Austria, Finland, Sweden 
 2004 Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, 
Slovenia  
2007 Bulgaria, Romania  
2013 Croatia  
 

WITHDRAWAL FROM THE EU  
2020 United Kingdom left the EU  
 

What is the European Union?  
By this Treaty, the HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES establish among themselves a 
EUROPEAN UNION, hereinafter called ‘the Union’, on which the Member States confer 
competences to attain objectives they have in common. 
 

 This Treaty marks a new stage in the process of creating an ever closer union among the 
peoples of Europe, in which decisions are taken as openly as possible and as closely as 
possible to the citizen. 
 • Voluntary membership 
 • Union of European countries (note: geographical limitations)  
• Common goals  
• Voluntary membership  
• Union of European countries (note: geographical limitations)  
• Common goals 
 



What is the European Union? 
 The Union is founded on the values of:  
respect for human dignity,  
freedom,  
democracy,  
equality,  
the rule of law,  
and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities 
 

THESE VALUES ARE COMMON TO THE MEMBER STATES OF THE EU 
 

Key objectives of the European Union 
Article 3 TEU  
• promotion of peace, EU values and the well-being of its peoples;  
• creation and functioning of an area of freedom, security and justice;  
• creation and functioning of an internal market;  
• combating social exclusion and discrimination,  
• promotion of social justice and protection, equality between women and men, solidarity 
between generations and protection of the rights of the child.  
• promotion of economic, social and territorial cohesion, and solidarity among Member 
States;  
• contribution to peace, security, the sustainable development of the Earth. 07/02/21 16  
 

(6) The Union shall pursue its objectives by appropriate means commensurate with the 
competences which are conferred upon it in the Treaties.  
 

Article 49 TEU  
Any European State which respects the values referred to in Article 2 and is committed to 
promoting them may apply to become a member of the Union. […]  
Article 50 TEU 
 1. Any Member State may decide to withdraw from the Union in accordance with its own 
constitutional requirements. […]  
 

Article 50 TEU 
 • Voluntary character of withdrawal  
• Conditions of withdrawal  
• Procedure  
• Consequences of withdrawal under Article 50 TEU  
• Right to rejoin  
• Solidarity and sincere cooperation  
• New constitutional element of the EU legal order  
 

Case C-621/18 Wightman and Others v Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union 
(10 December 2018)  
Judgment ECLI:EU:C:2018:999  
AG Opinion ECLI:EU:C:2018:978  
 

Referendum held on 23 June 2016  



Q: Should the United Kingdom remain a member of the European Union or leave the 
European Union?  
Results Leave won by 51.9% to 48.1%. 
 

 The UK left the EU at 11pm  
Today [31/01/2020] is an exceptional day for the European Union. And today probably we 
have mixed feelings. It is never a happy moment when someone leaves, but we are opening 
a new chapter […].  
Charles Michel, President of the European Council  
 

The (revised) Withdrawal Agreement  
• The Withdrawal Agreement - the terms of the UK’s exit from the European Union (and 
European Atomic Energy Community);  
• The Political Declaration - the framework for the future relationship between the European 
Union and the United Kingdom. 
 

Transition period 
 • Transition period also called implementation period allowed to bridge the period between 
the date of the UK’s exit from the EU and the entry into force of the new, UK-EU partnership 
arrangements.  
• It ended on 31 December 2020 
 

Negotiations of the EU-UK agreement 
 EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement 07/02/21  
Let’s go back in time…and revisit EU LAW I  
Article 13(1) TEU  
The Union shall have an institutional framework which shall aim to promote its values, 
advance its objectives, serve its interests, those of its citizens and those of the Member 
States […]. 
 The Union's institutions shall be: 
 — the European Parliament,  
— the European Council,  
— the Council,  
— the European Commission,  
— the Court of Justice of the European Union,  
— the European Central Bank,  
— the Court of Auditors.  
 

• PRINCIPLE OF INSTITUTIONAL BALANCE  
• PRINCIPLE OF ATTRIBUTED POWERS (PRINCIPLE OF CONFERRAL)  
 

Sources of EU Law 
 • Primary law  
• Secondary law  
• General principles of EU Law  
• Case-law of the Court of Justice of the European Union 
 

 Sources of EU Law  
• Treaty on European Union (TEU)  



• Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU)  
• Charter of Fundamental Rights 
 

Sources of EU Law  
[…] A regulation shall have general application. It shall be binding in its entirety and directly 
applicable in all Member States. 
 A directive shall be binding, as to the result to be achieved, upon each Member State to 
which it is addressed, but shall leave to the national authorities the choice of form and 
methods. 
 A decision shall be binding in its entirety. A decision which specifies those to whom it is 
addressed shall be binding only on them.  
Recommendations and opinions shall have no binding force.  
 

Court of Justice of the EU (CJEU) 
 CJEU JUDICIAL AUTHORITY OF THE EUROPEAN UNION  
 

reviews the legality of the acts of the institutions of the European Union 
 ensures that the Member States comply with obligations under the Treaties, and 
 interprets European Union law at the request of the national courts and tribunals. 
 

 Preliminary ruling procedure 
 The Court of Justice of the European Union shall have jurisdiction to give preliminary rulings 
concerning: 
 (a) the interpretation of the Treaties; 
 (b) the validity and interpretation of acts of the institutions, bodies, offices or agencies of the 
Union; 
 

 Enforcement of EU Law   
Avenues to the CJEU  
-Enforcement proceedings Article 258- 259 TFEU  
-Action for annulment Article 263 TFEU  
-Action for failure to act Article 265 TFEU  
-Action for damages Articles 268 and 340(2) TFEU  
 

Supremacy of EU Law 
 ‘the Community [now Union] constitutes a new legal order of international law for the benefit 
of which the states have limited their sovereign rights, albeit within limited fields, and the 
subjects of which comprise not only Member States but also their nationals.’ 
 Case 26/62 Van Gend en Loos  
 

‘[...] the law stemming from the Treaty, an independent source of law, could not, because of 
its special and original nature, be overridden by domestic legal provisions, however framed, 
without being deprived of its character as Community law [now EU law] and without the legal 
basis of the Community [now EU] itself being called into question’ 
 Case 6/64 Costa v ENEL 
 

Direct effect  



A directly effective provision of EU law can be enforced by an individual before a national 
court. 
 Conditions:  
• clear and precise;  
• unconditional;  
• not dependent on further action by a Member State or the EU. 
 Case 26/62 Van Gend en Loos 
 

 State liability  
 Case C-6 and 9/90 Andrea Francovich and Danila Bonifaci and others v Italian Republic  
33. The full effectiveness of Community [now Union] rules would be impaired and the 
protection of the rights which they grant would be weakened if individuals were unable to 
obtain redress when their rights are infringed by a breach of Community law [now Union law] 
for which a Member State can be held responsible. 
 

Internal market 
 Article 3(3) TEU  
The Union shall establish an internal market. […] 
  
Article 26(2) TFEU 
 The internal market shall comprise an area without internal frontiers in which the free 
movement of goods, persons, services and capital is ensured in accordance with the 
provisions of the Treaties. 
 

The potential of the EU internal market 07/02/21 37 Food for thought Source: Legal 
obstacles in Member States to Single Market rules 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/658189/IPOL_STU(2020)6581
89_EN.pdf 
 
Lecture 2: Internal Market 
 
INTRODUCTION  

• Where to find EU law  
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• Referencing guide  

INTERNAL MARKET  
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• Model of EU economic integration  

- Positive and negative means of integration  

• Material scope of the Treaty provisions  
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