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Week 1: Introduction 
 
What is offender profiling? 
Profile is the practice of collecting evidence to infer characteristics. Different names are 
sometimes used interchangeably but indicative of the origins of each method. Offender 
profiling usually associated with British method of profiling while criminal profiling usually 
associated with American methods.  
 
Offender profiling, criminal profiling, behavioral profiling, crime scene profiling, criminal 
personality profiling, psychological profiling, and criminal investigative analysis (Turvey, 
2002). 
“…a collection of various scientific and psychological theories and techniques that attempt to 
draw inferences about an offender’s characteristics by examining the behaviour exhibited in a 
crime scene.” (Alison, McLean, Almond, 2007, p.493).  
 
 “As used by the FBI profilers, the criminal-profile-generating process is defined as a technique 
for identifying the major personality and behavioural characteristics of an individual based 
upon an analysis of the crimes he or she has committed. The profiler’s skill is in recognizing the 
crime scene dynamics that link various criminal personality types who commit similar crimes.” 
(Douglas, Ressler, Burgess, Hartmann, 1986) 
 
What does profiling do? 
Investigative phase 
- Inform investigative strategy by: 
- Reducing the suspect pool 
- Case linkage 
- Assessing the potential for offender escalation 

 
Trial phase (Turvey 2002) 
- Assist police in preparation for hearing and trial by: 
- Developing interrogation techniques 
- Develop insight into offender fantasy & motivations 
- Develop insight into state of mind before, during and after crimes 

 
What does profiling assume? 

1) Behavioral consistency: an offender behaves in a similar way in each offence. 
2) Behavioral consistency and distinctiveness: if these weren’t true, then it would be 

impossible to link crimes. But there are situations where we don’t behave the same way, 
because of things in the environment.  For example, an offender may be interrupted 
during the commission of the crime, victim resistance may cause them to change their 
behaviour, use of substances, mental illness episode…  Behaviour is a result of the 
interaction between our personality and environment. It is the unknown environmental 
factors that can adversely affect the accuracy of profiles. Behavioral distinctiveness: an 
offender behaves in ways that are unique, so that offences committed by one person are 
different from those committed by another. 

3) Homology of offender groups: offenders with similar background characteristics display 
similar crime scene behaviour. This assumption is important for approaches that have 
developed typologies where they assign offender characteristics to a type of offender. 
For example, the FBI has an organised and disorganised offender groups.  If this 
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assumption is false, then such typologies are flawed. Criminal history is an example of a 
characteristic that is relevant here. E.g. Rapists that break into home to commit rape, 
are likely to have B&E offences in their criminal history.  

 
 
The evolution of profiling 
1486 - Malleus Maleficarum (Witches Hammer), one of the first systematic attempts to identify 
and make inferences about suspects. 
Late 1700s - Franz Gall’s Phrenology, 37 mental and moral faculties indicated by bumps and 
contours of the skull. 
1876 - Cesare Lombroso’s The Criminal Man 

- Deviation in head size and shape. 
- Ears of unusual size or very small, or standing out from the head as do those of the 

chimpanzee. 
- Nose twisted, upturned, or flattened in thieves, or aquiline or beak-like in murderers, or 

with a tip rising like peak from swollen nostrils. 
- Abundance, variety, and precocity of wrinkles. 
- Anomalies of the hair, marked by characteristics of the hair of the opposite sex. 
- Defects of the thorax, such as too many or too few ribs, or supernumerary nipples. 
- Inversion of sex characters in the pelvic organs. 
- Excessive length of arms. 
- Supernumerary fingers and toes. 
- Imbalance of the hemispheres of the brain (asymmetry of the cranium). 
- Modern research does show that attractive people are less likely to commit crimes 

(Mocan & Tekin 2005) 
- Controls for SES 
- Stronger effect for females 

 
1888 - Dr Thomas Bond profiles Jack the Ripper 
Thomas Bond’s profile 
“The murderer must have been a man of great physical strength probably middle-aged 
respectably dressed wearing a cloak or overcoat or he could hardly have escaped notice if 
blood were on his hands or clothes most likely to be a man without regular occupation, but 
with some small income or pension” 
 
Late 1880s/Early 1900s work of Dr Hans Gross. Applied the scientific method to profiling 
 
1887-1927 Arthur Conan Doyle publishes Sherlock Holmes stories 
 
1935 Dr Erich Wulffen published Woman as a Sexual Criminal. Central roles for menstruation 
and pregnancy, based partly on Freudian theory, see d‘Orban & Dalton (1980) 
 
1940s WWII – Dr Walter Langer’s profile of Hitler 
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/psychological-analysis-of-hitler-s-life-and-legend-2 
 
1950s - Ernst Kretschmer, criminologist, develops criminal body types 

- Body type theories not well respected in modern criminology. But research on 
muscularity shows that strong males are more aggressive: 

o as adults (Sell, Tooby & Cosmides 2009) 
o as adolescents (Tremlay 1998) 

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/psychological-analysis-of-hitler-s-life-and-legend-2
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o as children (Pellegrini 2008) 
- Physical strength is an important predictor in men 
- Take political attitudes as an example: 
- Attitudes about war among college undergraduates. Strong men in favour of the war; 

weak opposed 
- Found in US, Denmark and Argentina 
- Republican/Democrat distinction among Hollywood actors (Sell, Hone & Pound 2012)... 
- Political attitudes vary with strength 

 
1956 - Dr James Brussel, psychiatrist, profile of Mad Bomber. 37 bombs over 16 years. 
 
1964 - Brussel profiled the Boston Strangler. DeSalvo confessed, but was put in prison for 
Green Man rapes. Murdered in prison. Body exhumed and tested, clearing him in 2001.  New 
DNA tests confirmed his guilt in 2013. 
 
1960s - Howard Teten, California Police Dept, introduces a profiling approach. 
 
Early 1970s Teten becomes an agent at the FBI and established the BSU with Pat Mullany. 
 
Late 1970s John Douglas and Robert Ressler join the BSU, and establish a formal profiling 
program. 
 
1976-1977  
Dr Murray Miron, psychologist, creates a profile of Son of Sam based on psycholinguistic 
analysis of notes sent to newspapers. 
 
1993 Consulted on Branch Davidian case 
“We felt this was an individual who was extraordinarily vain and very fearful of physical injury. 
It appeared all of his actions were defensively aggressive." 
 
1985 David Canter, psychologist, is invited to Scotland Yard to participate in the investigation 
of the Railway Rapist.  Canter’s profile based on an approach now known as Investigative 
Psychology (http://www.i-psy.com/), helped to apprehend John Duffy who was convicted of 3 
murders and 24 rapes. 
 
Late 1980s Dr Milton Newton presented Geoforensic Identification of Localized Serial Crime.  
This research used geographic principles to determine the home or base of a serial offender.  
The final version of the paper, co-authored by E.Swoope, discussed a geographic procedure 
that includes locations of fatal encounters and body dumps resulting in locating one of the 
Hillside Strangler’s home, Angelo Buono. The Hillside Strangler, Kenneth Bianchi and Angelo 
Buono, cousins who were convicted of kidnapping, raping, torturing, and killing girls and 
women ranging in age from twelve to twenty-eight years old during a four-month period from 
late 1977 to early 1978 in the hills above Los Angeles, USA. The first victim of the Hillside 
Stranglers was a Hollywood prostitute, Yolanda Washington whose body was found near the 
Forest Lawn Cemetery on October 18. The corpse was cleaned and faint marks could be seen 
around the neck, wrists, and ankles where a rope had been. She had also been viciously raped. 
Between the two they murdered 10 (confirmed) victims. Bianchi is serving a life sentence in 
Washington. Buono died of a heart attack on September 21, 2002, in Calipatria State Prison 
where he was serving a life sentence.  Kenneth Bianchi is a suspect in the alphabet killings 
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1994 The International Criminal Investigative Analysis Fellowship (ICIAF) was founded by 
Criminal Investigative Analysts trained by, but external to, the FBI. It is currently responsible 
for the training of all CIA understudies. The website is located at 
http://www.iciaf.org/Home/tabid/53/Default.aspx. PC Sergeant Jeremy Keith from ViCAU, 
QPS, our guest practitioner in week 2, is a member of the fellowship. 
 
1995 D.Kim Rossmo completed a dissertation on geographic profiling, building on Newton’s 
work and that of the military.  It was the first profiling approach to use geographical principles, 
such as distance to crime, to attempt to predict the most likely residence of a serial criminal. 
Rossmo is currently at the Centre for Geospatial Intelligence and Investigation. 
 
1999 Brent Turvey, forensic scientist, published the first edition of Criminal Profiling: An 
Introduction to Behavioral Evidence Analysis, introducing a deductive profiling method.  Turvey 
was a founding member of the Academy of Behavioral Profiling (ABP) established in 1999 as 
the first international, independent, multidisciplinary professional organization for profilers 
and students: http://www.profiling.org/. The links are available in your study guide.Early 
2000s Richard Kocsis, forensic psychologist, leads an Australian team aiming to develop 
profiling into a science. Crime Action Profiling is devised, and uses statistical procedures to 
analyse crime behaviors (similar to IP).  
 
Profiling approaches  
 

1) Diagnostic Evaluations (DE) 
- Prominent historically, e.g.: 
- Langer’s profile of Hitler 
- Brussel’s profile of the Mad Bomber 
- Performed by psychologists and psychiatrists. 
- Based on clinical experience and DSM. 
- Sometimes referred to as criminal personality profiling. 
- Unique to the individual clinician rather than a formal profiling model. 

 
 

2) Criminal Investigative Analysis (FBI approach) 
This is the approach made famous by the FBI.  The disorganized/organized dichotomy is 
fundamental to the criminal profile generating process (see Crime Assessment stage Figure 1).  
A study completed by FBI BSU agents during 1979-1983 was used to ‘validate’ the 
disorganized/organized dichotomy.  This interview study of a small sample of inmates (n=36) 
and the dichotomy has undergone much critical analysis within the profiling arena.  Yet the FBI 
approach remains the most publicised profiling approach today. 
 
What happens when we have elements of both groups in the one crime scene? This is one of 
the criticisms of the dichotomy and we will talk more about it next week when we look at the 
approach in depth. 
So once the profiler has categorised the crime scene as one or the other, he then infers 
characteristics about the perpetrator based on the dichotomy. 
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See the tables in the study guide. 
 
 
 

3) Investigative Psychology (IP) 
- David Canter, psychologist 
- How can established psychological principles be adapted/applied to investigating 

crime? 
- Statistical approach. 

 
As noted in the chronology I gave of profiling developments, in 1985 David Canter worked with 
Scotland Yard and was successful in his profile of Railway Rapist John Duffy, which was a 
landmark for profiling in the United Kingdom.  Canter’s IP focuses on which established 
psychological principles can be adapted to, or applied for the development of profiles in the 
investigation of crime (Canter, 1994).   
  
IP is statistical in nature in that it continually updates a database of offender populations on 
which theories are based.  Known offender populations are studied, offender typologies are 
defined, and crimes of an unknown offender compared to this group.  This produces a list of 
characteristics likely to be possessed by the unknown offender by virtue of their similarity to 
the known offender group.  (We see here the homology assumption at work again).  
 
Interpersonal narrative theory: 

- Who does the criminal think he is?  
- How does he think of the victim? 

Victim as: 
- Object – no remorse, murder often accidental 
- Vehicle – angry, crimes allow vindication 
- Person – often bizarre social behavior 

High vs. low control 
- Similar to CIA’s disorganized/organized 

 
The theoretical framework underpinning Canter’s approach, Interpersonal Narrative theory, 
assumes that criminal behavior is an extension of non criminal behavior.  
  
1.  Interpersonal Coherence   
Does a variation in criminal activity relate to variations in the way in which the offender deals 
with other people in non-criminal situations?   


