
Lecture 1: The Land: Indigenous Australians and the Making of Space 

Name Location Date Design Style/Approach Building 
Typology 

Significance (Material/ Construction Technique)  

Pitjantjatjara 
Camp 

Konapandi, 
Musgrave 
Ranges, South 
Australia 

1933  Rural 
shelters  for 
42 groups  
of 
Aboriginal 

Construction Technique: 
The windbreak provides wind-protection. Fire: more than 
200 fires at night for warmth. 

 
Humpy (gunyah) South-west 

Queensland 
 Approach:  

South-west Queensland is warm and 
wet in summer but cold in winter. Thus 
a "wet-weather dome" type was 
adapted for avoid rainfall. Also provide 
shade, wind - protection and warmth in 
winter (with fire). 

Shelters Construction Technique:  
A "dome" shaped shelter built with local tree branch, which 
make use of the available materials; imply seasonal occupation 
as in summer it provided shade and wind protection; in winter it 
was used as a windbreak. 
 

 

 
Platform Shelter Armhem Land, 

Northern 
Territory 

 Approach: 
An enclosed shelter for preventing 
rainfall. The openings on both side 
allow wind come through for 
ventilation in a hot weather. 

Shelter in a 
tropical area. 

Material: Stringybark (eucalyptus), which can only be bent in 
one direction, hence vaulted roofs supported on single, double 
or triple ridge poles.  
 
Technology: a supported platform used to avoid insect on 
ground; sleeping platforms often built underneath such vaults 
and fires burnt underneath to repel mosquitoes. 

 
 



Lecture 2: Architecture of Death: Stones, Tombs and Pyramids 

Name Location Date Architect 
(Surname)  

Design Style/Approach Building Typology Significance (Material/ Construction 
Technique) 

 

Mastaba Tombs Egypt c.2700 
BC 

 Approach: Ancient 
Egyptian tombs. 
The dead and the lived 
are separated between 
ground level to show the 
design approach to 
death. 
Burial chamber beneath 
structure. 
Small chamber at ground 
level for offerings to 
spirit. 

Tomb: for burying 
the dead 

Mastaba: An Egyptian tomb with a flat top 
and sloping sides, built over a grave shaft.  
 
Technology: burial chamber beneath 
structure  
 
Material: sun-dried brick or stone, based 
on designs of actual dwellings constructed 
of less durable materials. 

 

Step pyramid 
of Zoser 

Saqqara, 
Egypt 

c.2630 
BC 

Imhotep Approach: as the 
Mastaba was a 
representation of death 
in ancient Egypt, the step 
pyramid begin as a 
square Mastaba and 
gradually enlarged; the 
height rises to connect to 
the heaven. 

Tomb: Step 
Pyramid - For the 
burial of Pharaoh 
Djoser 

Construction Technique: 
Hard to lift large stones on the Mastaba, 
so it is widely accepted that ramps were 
used for the construction and rollers were 
used for transport. 
 
Material: 
Base: Polished white limestone 
Step Pyramid: Cut Stone 
  

 

 
Pyramids at 
Giza 
-Khufu 
-Khafre 
-Menkaure 

Giza, Egypt c.2550 - 2460 BC 
 
-c.2600 BC 
-c.2532 BC 
-c.2525 BC 

Approach: can be seen as 
a development of step 
pyramid. Using solid 
stone and higher 
technique and 
mathematics to achieve 
the true pyramid. 

Tomb: 
True Pyramid - For 
Khufu himself 

Material:  
Exterior - Limestone, surfaced by white 
"casing stones" - highly polished white 
limestone 
Pharaoh’s room - granite 
 
Technology:  
1. the skills of stone casing (in situ);  
2. Organizing labors into a hierarchy (labor 
plan) for saving times and decrease the 
number of labors. 

 



Treasury of 
Atreus 

Mycenae, 
Greece 

c.1330 
BC 

 Approach: 
The tomb is excavated 
into the side of a hill, 
which formed a semi-
subterranean room of 
circular plan. It perfectly 
adapts the surrounding 
environment. 

Tomb:  
A large "tholos" 
tomb - A beehive 
tomb 

Technology:  
Dromos: avenue or entrance passage 
 
Tholos: a dome over a circular plan 
building, or more often the building itself 
 
Corbelled arch: a corbel vault uses this 
technique to support the super structure 
of a building's roof 
 
Beehive interior wall and dome: using solid 
masonry for a flat and rigid  form. 

 

 
Mausoleum Halicarnassus, 

Turkey 
353 BC  Style:  

Classical Architecture 
 
Approach: 
The whole structure sat in 
an enclosed courtyard, at 
the center of the 
courtyard was a stone 
platform on which the 
tomb sat. The Ionic 
Column Order and the 
entablature above 
represents the classical 
language. 

Tomb: 
For King Mausolus 
and Artemisia ll of 
Caria (the sister, the 
wife, and the 
successor of 
Mausolus) 

Mausoleum: An elaborate tomb, named 
after the tomb of King Mausolus.  
 
Sculpture: Cover the center platform, 
showing the scene of battles.  
 
Crypt: The basement level of a church, 
originally used for the burial of saints, 
which is different from the underground 
chapter in Egypt. 

 
Mausoleum 
of Hadrian 
(Now Castel 

Sant’Angelo) 

Rome, Italy 135 AD   Initially was a 
mausoleum for 
Hadrian-a Roman 

Emperor and his 
family, but now the 
Castel Sant'Angelo, 
is a towering 
cylindrical building 
in Rome. 
 

 

 

 

  


