
 
 

Final Study Guide 
POLS 1150 – Fall 2019 

  
  

This exam covers both material from readings and lectures in POLS 1150: American Political 
Systems. You will have 1 hour and 50 minutes to complete this exam. This exam is closed book 
and closed note. There will be approximately 70 questions, a mix of multiple choice questions, 
short answer questions and long answer questions. 
  
  
Constitution 
  
Readings: 
  
Robertson, David B. The Original Compromise. 
Dahl, R. “How Democratic is the American Constitution?” 
  
Key Terms: 
  
 

Articles of Confederation (1777-1789) 
- States maintain their sovereign 

authority 
Shay’s Rebellion (1787) 

- Daniel Shay led an army against 
Massachusetts. 

- Perfect event to show AoC was 
bad 

The Great Compromise 
- Virginia and New Jersey 

Compromise for Congress 
- Bicameral Legislation w/Senate 

having 2 people per state and 
HoR based on amount of people 
in state 

Three-Fifths Compromise 
- Slaves counted as ⅗ a person 

Divided Government 
- When the majority of Congress 

and President are of different 
parties 

Federalist papers 
- Propaganda for Constitution 

Electoral College 
- A way for educated elites to still 

steer elections with the common 
folk voting  

- A body of electors who are 
comprised of a state's 
congressional delegation (1 for 
each member of the House + 2 
Senators) that formally elect the 
President. 

 
 
Questions to consider: 
 

1. What events and issues spurred the Declaration of Independence?  

 



a. British Taxes and Colonial Interest 
i. Threatened financial stability  

b. Boston Tea Party 
2. What interests were represented at the Constitutional Convention?  

a. Wealthy 
b. Southern 

3. Why did the Articles of Confederation fail?  
a. Hard to track 
b. No National Army 
c. Rebels had a lot of power 

4. What were major disagreements between Federalists and Anti-Federalists?  
a. Federalist wanted big gov while Anti-Feds wanted gov by the people and 

balance of power 
5. What issues required compromise in order to ratify the constitution?  

a. Slavery 
b. Representation 
c. Feds vs. Anti-Feds 

6. Why does Robertson argue that The Federalist Papers should not be the 
authoritative source for understanding the constitutional convention?  

a. Basically a method of note-taking 
7. In what ways does Dahl argue the constitution is undemocratic?  

a. Long term elections 
i. Senators serve 6 years at a time 

ii. Supreme Court nominated 
iii. President elected by electoral college 

b. Supreme Court Legislates 
i. Big say on interpretation of Constitution 

c. Original layout not democratic 
i. Now being used democratically, especially with amendments 

 
Federalism 
 
Readings:  
 
Peterson, Doug. “Colorado’s Marijuana Regime...”  
Gurman and Andrews. “Jeff Sessions...” 
 
Key Terms:  
 
 
Federalism vs. Unitary system 

- Fed: U.S.: Different laws and 
regulations throughout states. ex. 
education and voting 

- Unitary: France: Laws and 
regulations same throughout 
states. ex. Education regulated 

Expressed, Implied, Reserved Powers 

 



- Expressed: Explicitly in 
Constitution 

- Implied: “Necessary and Proper” 
- Reserved: 10th Amendment, if 

not for big gov, for state gov 
Supremacy Clause 

- If state law is different from 
federal law, federal wins 

Devolution 
- Aka New Federalism 
- Transferring federal power and 

responsibility to state gov. 
 
 
Questions to consider: 
 

1. How has the relationship between the federal and state governments changed over 
time? 

a. The federal gov became a lot more involved in the everyday lives of 
Americans during the Great Depression period, but since then devolution 
has been an effort to transfer more federal powers to states  

2. How and why has the national government strengthened over time? 
a. Progressed, people called for the intervention of National Gov., making 

Big Gov the thing. 
b. Supreme Court switches tune and allows for government to have more 

control 
c. Major institutions develop 
d. Important: Size stayed large; devolution has created a new  

3. How did the New Deal change the relationship between national and state 
governments?  

a. Federal Government remained large 
b. Grants-In-Aid, Block Grants 
c. Federal Government works more with state governments 

4. How do questions of federalism factor into legalizing marijuana?  
a. State Governments can decide if they want it legalized, but the federal gov 

has a law against drugs 
 
  
 
 
 
Congress 
 
Readings:  
 
Mayhew, David. “The Electoral 
Connection”  
Aldrich, John. “Why Parties? A Second 
Look”  
 
Key Terms:  

 
 
Filibuster 

- Tactic used to prevent action on 
legislation the minority 
disapproves 

Cloture 
- The only procedure to end a 

filibuster. Is a vote to end debate 
on an issue without rejecting the 
bill.  

 



Congressional committees 
- Powerful aspect of Congress. 

Decide the agenda of the 
legislation they will hear  

Hearings 
-  

Franking privilege A privilege of 
incumbents in office. Includes free 
postage on mailers  

 
Delegate Model  

- Your representative should 
reflect what you want 

Trustee Model  
- You trust your representative to 

vote on what they think is best 
Collective action problem  

-  
Proportional vs. Majority representation  

- Proportional: Multi-party (ex. 
Germany) 

- Majority: Two-party (ex. U.S.) 
 

 
Questions to consider: 
 

1. Explain the power that congressional committees have.  
a. The head of the committee can add people who have the same politics 

thoughts as them, shifting the way the committee votes 
2. Describe the process of how a bill becomes a law.  

a. Introduction, Referral to committee, Floor Action...Senate: floor action, 
Conference committee, Presidential veto or signing 

3. How are the rules that govern the house and senate made?  
a. Rules committee makes them 

4. According to Mayhew, what are the three main activities Members of Congress 
engage in to be reelected? 

a. Advertising 
b. Credit-Claiming 
c. Position-Taking 

5. What reasons does Aldrich give as to how parties help Members of Congress 
achieve their goals?  

a. Parties serve to solve Members’ of Congress collective action problems 
i. Independent voting vs. Legislators A & B form a party 

b. Common Goals 
i. Gains of Trade 

1. “You scratch my back, I scratch yours” 
ii. Electoral 

1. Brand name 
iii. Similar Policy Preferences 

 
Presidency 
 
Readings:  
 
Neustadt, Richard. “Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents.”  

 



Skowronek, Stephen. “Presidential Leadership in Political Time.”  
Whittington, Ginsberg, and Shefter, “Presidential Impeachment…” 
 
Key Terms:  
 
 
Presidential pardon 

- Allowing for the Presidents  
Executive privilege 

- Power of the president to 
withhold information that deals 
with national security. Has 
greatly expanded historically 

Presidential veto 
- Presidential power to reject a 

piece of legislation passed by 
congress 

Executive orders 

- Example of inherent powers, law 
made without congressional 
approval  

Cabinet 
- Circle of politicians chosen by 

the president to advise them  
Secular time  

- changes over time in institutions 
(chronological history) 

Political time 
- relationship to the prior regime 

 
 
Questions to consider: 
 

1. Why did the founders choose a unitary style of leadership?  
a. Ability to adapt quickly. 
b. President’s could have “energy” 

2. What are the president’s military/diplomatic/executive/judicial powers?  
a. Military: Commander-In-Chief; “declares war” 
b. Judicial: Appoints members of federal judiciary; can grant pardons 
c. Diplomatic: Head of state 
d. Executive: Make sure laws are faithfully executed; can appoint, remove, 

and supervise all executive orders; can claim executive privilege within 
limits 

3. Describe shifts in presidential power over time.  
The powers of the president have expanded greatly in the modern era, more 

executive orders and implied powers  
4. Describe ways in which the president interacts with other branches of 

government. 
Cabinet members and party leaders  

5. Explain how the impeachment process works.  
a. House has to have majority vote and Senate has to have ⅔ vote 

6. What are arguments for and against the impeachment process?  
a. Whittington (For): Imperfect but best; prevents parties for impeachment of 

petty reasons 
i. Too difficult: no, if easier vote would be no confidence 

ii. Too easy? Yes, but not disruptive 
b. Ginsberg and Shefter (Against): Not an easy weapon 

 


