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DEFINITIONS 
 

Jurisprudence: The theory or philosophy of law and study of the nature of law.  

Contractarianism: The view that society and its rules are based upon a social contact.  

Idealism: A philosophical approach that privileges the significance of ideas over material conditions.  

Liberalism: A philosophical approach where the interests of individuals are promoted above the 

collective needs. 

Libertarianism: An extreme brand of liberalism that discounts reference to fairness in its concept of 

justice.  

Materialism: A philosophical approach that privileges the significance of material conditions over 

ideas.  

Modernism: A school of thought that developed in the late eighteenth century and positioned law 

within dominant social institutions and economic structures.  

Natural law: An idea that law has some innate higher principles beyond human choices.  

Annotations: notes added to a text to provide explanation, evaluation, or references to further 

information.  

Boolean searching: a method of using the operators ‘AND’, ‘OR’ and ‘NOT’ between search terms in 
order to increase or limit the information retrieved when searching a database.  

Browsing: looking for information from a particular resource by a general or casual process, usually 

moving around the resource using main headings as a guide.  

Case citatory: a research aid used to identify case names, the places where cases have been 

reported, the cases mentioned within a case, the articles that have been published discussing a case, 

and any later cases that refer to the case.  

Electronic resources: places to locate information on electronic devices, including CD-ROMs, 

bibliographic databases, e-books, e-journals, websites and search engines.  

Encyclopedia: a comprehensive, concise compilation of information, divided into articles, and 

arranged systematically (for example, alphabetically or by subject area).  

Gazette: an official report, legal notice or public announcement published by government.  

Index: an alphabetised list of topics such as cases, legislation, or subjects with a link to or indication 

of where related material can be found in a resource.  

Law journal / Law review: a publication containing a series of articles on particular topics, issued 

periodically in print or online. A refereed journal is one that has been reviewed by two ‘blind’ 
referees (they do not know who the author is) with knowledge of the relevant field. Law journals are 

typically published by law schools, with editorial boards and committees that sometimes include law 

students.  

Law reports: the official publication, usually in print, of decisions from a specific court that raise 

significant points of law.  

Looseleaf service: a legal encyclopedia published in unbound sheets of paper, held in ring binders 

that are arranged alphabetically by subject area. Publishers regularly send subscribers replacement 

pages on topics where the law has changed, with instructions for which pages to discard and replace 

(often available online as a commentary service).  

Medium neutral citation: a form of reference for a case that allows a case to be cited the same way, 

whether it is in print or electronic format.  

Primary sources: the law itself, namely cases and legislation (statutes and regulations).  
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Print-based resources: places to locate information in printed (hard-copy, paper) format, including 

dictionaries, textbooks, encyclopedias, law journals and law reports. 

Consolidated legislation/consolidated Acts: Acts put together over time, showing the current law 

with all applicable amendments incorporated.  

Delegated legislation: legislation made by a non-parliamentary body or minister under power given 

by parliament. Includes regulations, rules, ordinances and by-laws.  

Jurisdiction: the power to govern or to dispense justice, such as the power of a court to hear and 

decide on a matter; a place over which such power extends.  

Maxim: a guiding principle.  

Primary legislation: statute law, made by the passage of a bill through parliament.  

Regulation: a rule by government administration (public servants), where the power to make the 

rule is delegated from parliament. 

Repealed: legislation which parliament cancelled. 

Section: provision: a rule in an Act. 

Statute: Act: legislation (all the same thing). 

Treaty: convention: a legal agreement between/among states. 

 

 

 

 

  





 - 6 - 

behaviour (Scandinavian 

realism).  

Critical legal 

theory  

Mid-twentieth century  A reflection of power 

structures 

 

Feminism 1960s A reflection and projection 

of the patriarchy.  

Catharine 

MacKinnon 

Race theory  1970s A reflection of the 

domination of white society 

and values 

Derrick Bell, 

Matsuda 

Lawrence, 

Richard 

Delgado, 

Kimberlé 

Crenshaw  

Postmodernism 1970s The subject of critique Michel 

Foucault, 

Jacques 

Derrida 

Sociological 

theory 

 Explains the issue of social 

cohesion; two types of 

society: community (shared, 

common interests) and 

association (atomistic 

individuals with private 

interests) 

Pound, Emile 

Durkheim  

 

 

  


