
WEEK 2 – INTERNATIONAL SECURITY 
 
LECTURE 
 
Epistemes 
• Not called traditions because of the tensions between traditions and counter-traditions 
• Machiavellian (Realists) 
• Grotian (Rationalists) 
• Kantian (Revolutionists) 
• Nietzschean (Relativists) 
• Ghandian (Revelationists) 
• Beauvoirian (Irenists) 

  
Differences Between Epistemes come from these areas 
• The power of their metaphors 
• Who are their primary actors 
• How they interpret human nature 
• Their idea of a system 
• Relations between people 
• Different levels of actors 
• How they view history 
• How they understand power 
• War, peace and diplomacy 
• Law and norms 
• Representation 
• Identity 
• Motto  
• Foreign policy 

  
Machiavellian (Realists) 
• Metaphor: "blood and iron" - all about who has the most power, resources,  
• Primary actor: Sovereign 
• Human nature: Cynical 
• System: Anarchical 
• Relations: Conflictive 
• History: Cyclical - repeats itself, transcendental and constant factors in politics 
• Power: Force 
• War: Permanent 
• Peace: a temporary truce between war 
• Diplomacy: divide and rule 
• Law: posivist 
• Norms: none 
• Representation: opaque and often hidden from others 
• Identity: essentialist - all the same and maximising our self interest 
• Motto: "might is right" 
• Foreign policy: coercive and manipulative 

  
Grotian (Rationalists) 
• Metaphor: Law and Order 
• Primary actor: State 
• Human nature: Mixed - some good and some bad aspects, cultured through education 
• System: societal - no one super state but a society of states which have common laws and values 
• Relations: Reciprocal 
• History: Linear - thinks we are improving and evolving 
• Power: Authority - legitimacy 
• War: just war - proportional and must be done on legal grounds 
• Peace: integrative 
• Diplomacy: compromise and coerce 
• Law: natural - in everything there is a tendency towards reason and law 
• Norms: constrained behaviour - constraining our bad sides 



• Representation: transparent - all final results should be shared 
• Identity: contractual - domestic analogy - trade between cities and states, about agreements 
• Motto: "reciprocity rules" 
• Foreign policy: cooperative and honest 

  
Kantian (Revolutionists) 
• Metaphor: "subversion and liberation" 
• Primary actor: the republic - most legitimate actor, rule by law, people represented by free-thinking 

smart white men, governmental body with checks and balances 
• Human nature: optimistic - we have the capacity to reason and therefore bring progress 
• System: communitarian - have community interests that can even transcend individual rights 
• Relations: transnational  
• History: teleological - the ends shape the means, your eye is on the goal at all times, aim towards 

peace - justifies war in the achievement of peace 
• Power: persuasion 
• War: Holy War - universal and fundamental to human nature 
• Peace: perpetual 
• Diplomacy: reform and harmonize 
• Law: human rights - universal, declaration of the rights of man in the French Revolution 
• Norms: cosmopolitan - as people are increasingly educated and cultured they develop these norms 
• Representation: refractive - understood how words and signs could distort meaning, very European, 

once you are enlightened you are cosmopolitan then you are worthy of this universal system 
• Identity: liberal 
• Motto: "right makes right" - if you are on the right side of history, believe in human rights etc. you have 

more power and can be in up-scaled communities and will become the dominant power in the ftuture 
• Foreign policy: propaganda and agitation - dissemination of knowledge with political goals towards 

peace 
  
Nietzschean (Relativists) 
• Metaphor: "will to power" - what you do with it, to dominate or to give it to others 
• Primary actor: overman - conquered his will to power and doesn't exert it over others, free and 

existential 
• Human nature: cosmic - cosmology, god-like, atheist 
• System: anti-system - didn't believe in systems 
• Relations: agonistic - all individuals seeking to assert ourselves and our identities, bound to clash, 

does these clashes lead to violence? Projection of our will to power 
• History: eternal - we were in these spirals of history - eternal recurrence, choices come back to haunt 

us, self-awareness, mindful 
• Power: Will - not to dominate others but to self control 
• War: 'Ressentiment' - resenting others power causes war 
• Peace: False - always going to be warring internally, daily pursuit of peace 
• Diplomacy: Critique and transvalue - critique of transition and transvalue of all values 
• Law: Herd morality - not much respect 
• Norms: Aesthetics - art, beauty, living according to a high aesthetic 
• Representation: Critical - of all received values 
• Identity: Multiple - male, female etc.  
• Motto: "Right is relative to might" - always a power relationship to law 
• Foreign policy: Heroic and tragic - we can make mistakes 

  
Ghandian (Revelationists) 
• Metaphor: Truth and faith 
• Primary actor: Individual 
• Human nature: Spiritual 
• System: Humanistic 
• Relations: Empathetic 
• History: Cyclic 
• Power: Non-violence 
• War: Civil resistance 
• Peace: Sacred 
• Diplomacy: ' Satyagraha' - ends-in-means 



• Law: Civil rights 
• Norms: Symbolic 
• Representation: Revelatory 
• Identity: Deep 
• Motto: 'Righteousness is might' 
• Foreign policy: Persuasive and exemplary 

  
Beauvoirian (Irenists) 
• Metaphor: 'Gender and peace' 
• Primary actor: Woman 
• Human nature: Contingent 
• System: Gap between public and private that needs to be closed 
• Relations: Interdependent  
• History: Progressive 
• Power: Cooperation 
• War: Ritual - needs to go 
• Peace: Maternal 
• Diplomacy: Open and mutual 
• Law: Patriarchal 
• Norms: Constructive 
• Representation: Masculinist 
• Identity: Gendered 
• Motto: 'Care is might' 
• Foreign policy: Open and emancipatory 

  
READINGS 
  
Der Derian, J (1995) ‘The Value of Security’, in On Security, ed R. Lipschutz (Columbia University 
Press, 1995), pp 24-45. 
  
Introduction  
• How secure is this pre-eminent concept of international relations? 
• Epistemological, ontological and political questions 
• Whether the paramount value of security lies in its abnegation of the insecurity of all values 
• In its name billions have been made and millions killed while scientific knowledge has been furthered 

and intellectual dissent muted 
• Inherited an ontotheology of security  
• Argument that proves the existence and necessity of only one form of security because there 

currently happens to be a widespread, metaphysical belief in it 
• The security of the center has been the shifting site from which the forces of authority, order, and 

identity philosophically defined and physically kept at bay anarchy, chaos and difference 
• George Bush - "The enemy is unpredictability. The enemy is instability." 
• One immediate response…is to master this anxiety and to resecure the centre by remapping the 

peripheral threats 
• There are also prodromal efforts to shore up the center of the International Relations discipline 
• The boundaries of intellectual disciplines are permeable 
• Attempts to broaden the concept of security to include such issues as global environmental dangers, 

disease and economic and natural disasters endanger the field 
• The field is surveyed in the most narrow and parochial way 
• Stephen Walt…seems intent on constructing a new alliance within the discipline against "foreign" 

others 
• Imagine a new dialogue of security…a recognition of the world as it is, other than us 
• Brief history of the concept itself 
• Originary form of security that has so dominated our conception of international relations, the 

Hobbesian episteme of realism 
• The impact of two major challenges to the Hobbesian episteme, that of Marx and Nietzche  
• That Baudrillard provides the best, if most nullifying, analysis of security in late modernity 
• Retell the story of realism as an historic encounter of fear and danger with power and order that 

produced four realist forms of security: epistemic, social, interpretive and hyperreal 
• Not in search of an "alternative security." 



• A form of security based on the appreciation and articulation rather than the normalisation of 
extirpation of difference 
  

A Genealogy of the Concept  
• The will to security is born out of a primal fear, a natural estrangement and a condition of anarchy 

which diplomacy, international law and the balance of power seek, yet ultimately fail, to mediate 
• That there is more than a speculative basis for the acceptance of a concept of security that is less 

coherent and dogmatic, and more open to the historical complexity and contingent nature of 
international relations 

• Security refers to a condition of being protected, free from danger, safety 
• The unproblematic essence that is often attached to the term today does not stand up to even a 

cursory investigation 
• Security has had contested meanings, indeed, even contradictory ones 

  
Hobbes and Epistemic Realism 
• Preferred the axiomatic style of Euclid and the historical reasoning of Thucydides to the poetic excess 

of Shakespeare 
• A man's power comes to rest on his eminence, the margin of power that he is able to exercise over 

others 
• Without a common power to constrain this perpetual struggle there can be no common law 
• Fundamental imbalance between man's needs and his capacity to satisfy them 
• The most basic need being security from a violent and sudden death 
• The constitution of the Leviathan, the sovereign state, provides for a domestic peace, but at a price 
• Out of fear, for gain, or in the pursuit of glory, states will go to war because they can 
• Seek the margin if power that will secure their right of self-preservation 
• The ontotheological foundations of an epistemic realism  
• The sovereign state and territoriality becocme the necessary effects of anarchy, contingency, disorder 

that are assumed to exist independent of and prior to any rational or linguistic conception of them 
• Epistemic realism - the search for security through sovereignty is not a political choice but the 

necessary reaction to an anarchical condition: order is man-made and good; chaos is natural and evil 
• The extent to which Hobbesian security and epistemic realism rely on social constructions posing as 

apodictic or a purely "self-interested man" 
• An abiding fear of violent and premature death that compels men to seel the security found in 

solidarity 
  
Marx and Social Realism 
• Marx's early polemic against the universalist guise of the state, "On the Jewish Question" 
• Marx traces the split between civil society and the state to the spread of secularised traditions of 

Judaism and Christianity 
• "spirit of capitalism" in the Judaic practices of usury 
• Sunders Christianity's universalist spirit 
• He acknowledges a universal struggle for power; and he is clearly indebted to Hobbes for his 

nominalist demythologisation of power 
• The desire for security, then, does not emerge from some external state of nature: "rather, security is 

the guarantee of the egoism of civil society" 
• It is money, as "the alienated essence of man's labour and life, this alien essence dominates him as 

he worships it" 
• "The god of the Jews has been secularised and has become the god of the world" 
• Alienation gives rise to a struggle for power which necessitates the security of a state, whereas, in 

Hobbes, alienation is a consequence of the struggle for power 
• The power struggle is not a permanent condition: it is historically and class specific 
• Once the contradiction between a social production of wealth and the private exercise of power 

comes to its dialectucal resolution, the state would become obsolescent - and with it the security 
dilemma 

• Marx considered interstate politics to be the "serf" of a "universal" financial power hiding a narrow 
class interest 

  
Nietzsche and Interpretive Realism 
• A geneology of modes of being 



• To destabilize the intolerable fictional identities of the past which have been created out of fear, and to 
afform the creative differences which might yield new values for the future 

• An abnegation, a resentment and, finally, a transcendence of this paradox 
• Individuals seeking an impossible security from the most radical "other" of life, the terror of death 
• The fear of the unknown and the desire for certainty 
• A domesticated life, in which casuality and rationality become the highest sign of a sovereign self 
• The fear of fate assures a belief that everything reasonable is true, and everything true, reasonable 
• The Twilight of the Idols 
• A safe life requires safe truths 
• The strange and the alien remain unexamined, the unknown becomes identified as evil, and evil 

provokes hostility 
• The unknowable which cannot be contained by force or explained by reason is relegated to the off-

world 
• Interpretation of the origins of religion 
• Sees religion arising from a sense of fear and indebtedness to one's ancestors 
• Sacrifices, honors and obedience are given but it is never enough 
• As the ancestor's debt becomes embedded in institutions, the community takes on the role of creditor 
• This fear of being left on the outside 
• The subject of the individual will to power becomes the object of a collective resentment 
• The perpetuation of community is assured through the internalisation and legitimation of a fear that 

lost its original source long ago 
• Deepest pessimism for the last man 
• Perhaps too much to expect Nietzsche's message to resonate in late modern times…that people 

would treat fear as a stimulus for improvement rather than cause for retrenchement  
  
Baudrillard and Hypperrealism 
• Goes beyond Nietzsche in his interpretation of the death of god and the inability of rational man or the 

proletariat to fill the resulting value-void with stable distinctions between the real and the apparent, 
idea and referent, good and evil.  

• Hyperbolic, often nihilistic 
• The sovereign state acting in an anarchical order to maintain and if possible expand its security and 

power 
• The idea that reality is blurring, or has already disappeared into its representational form 
• War serves as the ultima ratio of all four thinkers 
• Thesis that security has now entered the realm of hyperreality 
• The renewed possibility of an "exchange of warfare" 
• A series of simulations made the killing more efficient, more unreal, more acceptable 
• The simulations played a critical role in the decision to go to war 

  
Conclusion 
• If security is to have any significance for the future, it must find a home in the new disorder through a 

commensurate deterritorialisation of theory 
• The philosophical depth of Nietzsche has more to offer than the hyperbolic flash of Baudrillard 
• National interest became too sematic a guide 
• National security 
• Nietzsche…points toward a way in which we might live with and recognise the very necessity of 

difference 
• He recognises the need to assert heterogeneity against the homogenising and often brutalizinf forces 

of progress 
  
Der Derian, J. et al (2005)  The Global Security Matrix (http://www.globalsecuritymatrix.net/ 
 (Links to an external site.)) 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
  



Buzan, B. and Hansen, L.  (2009) The Evolution of International Security (pp. 1-38). 
  
Introduction 
• mainly a Western subject, largely done in North America, Europe and Australia with all of the 

Western-centrisms that this entails  
• distinctive literature about security developed after 1945 (Freedman, 1981a; Wæver and Buzan, 

2007) 
• it took security rather than defence or war as its key concept, a conceptual shift which opened up the 

study of a broader set of political issues, including the importance of societal cohesion and the 
relationship between military and non-military threats and vulnerabilities  

• it addressed the novel problems of both the Cold War and nuclear weapons  
• ISS was much more a civilian enterprise than most earlier military and strategic literatures  
• The centrality of the civilian element also reflects the fact that ISS has largely flourished in democratic 

countries, while strategic thinking in non-Western countries generally remained more firmly in the grip 
of the military  

• During most of the Cold War, ISS was defined by a largely military agenda of questions surrounding 
nuclear weapons and a widely embedded assumption that the Soviet Union posed a profound military 
and ideological threat to the West  

• Economic and environmental security became established, if controversial, parts of the agenda during 
the later years of the Cold War, and were joined during the 1990s by societal (or identity) security, 
human security, food security and others  

• broadened out into several distinct but inter-related flows of literature  
• Evolution is not teleological. It exposes the logic of change without either supposing any particular 

outcome or offering any prediction 
  
Chapter 1 
• International Security Studies (ISS) grew out of debates over how to protect the state against external 

and internal threats after the Second World War  
• The label ‘international security’ was not adopted from the outset, but only gradually became 

accepted, and there is no universally agreed definition of what ISS comprises, and hence no accepted 
archive of ‘ISS-documents’ that define our object of study  

• not only is there a large body of ISS literature, it is one whose themes, discussions and participants 
change across time and place.  

• The delineation of ISS is complicated by the fact that as time goes by we get a different perspective 
on what falls in and what does not.  

• During the ‘golden age’ of Strategic Studies it would have been easy to think that ‘strategy’ was the 
dominant concept, albeit strategy now dominated by civilian rather than military thinkers  

• in 1983, Buzan (1983: 3) could point out that security was an ‘underdeveloped concept’ and ‘seldom 
addressed in terms other than the policy interests of particular actors or groups, and the discussion 
has a heavy military emphasis’.  

• ‘Security’ is, as this and the next chapter will lay out, about crucial political themes such as the state, 
authority, legitimacy, politics and sovereignty, but even today the majority of articles and books that 
fall within the discipline of ISS do not contain lengthy meta-theoretical or philosophical discussions, 
but speak from within an implicit position on the conceptual terrain.  

• that ISS can be understood through ‘security’ itself plus three ‘adjacent’ concepts that support it in 
different ways: by being complementary and more concrete; by being more general and linking to 
larger literatures; and by being oppositional challenges to ‘security’.  

• The disciplinary boundary zones between ISS and other established areas of academic study, 
particularly IR  

• the Western-centric nature of ISS and discusses the ways in which this bias can be addressed by 
granting retrospective attention to Post-colonial criticism 

• Security is always a ‘hyphenated concept’ and always tied to a particular referent object, to 
internal/external locations, to one or more sectors and to a particular way of thinking about politics 

  
Four Questions that Structure ISS 
• four questions: whether to privilege the state as the referent object, whether to include internal as well 

as external threats, whether to expand security beyond the military sector and the use of force, and 
whether to see security as inextricably tied to a dynamic of threats, dangers and urgency.  

• allows us to see how deeper theoretical and political themes are implicated in ISS, and as a 
consequence to point out how perspectives share common conversational ground 



• The four questions are analytical lenses or tools through which to read the evolution of ISS; they are 
the deeper, substantial core that defines what ‘international security’ is about and what brings the 
literature together  

• there are fundamental political and normative decisions involved in defining security and that this is 
what makes it one of the essentially contested concepts of modern social science  

  
Security and its adjacent concepts 
• The concept of security was underdeveloped and unproblematised by those who used it, and an 

antagonistic concept to Peace Researchers insofar as it was located on the Realist, Strategic, military 
side of the political and academic battles  

• Critical Security Studies (with key concepts of individual security and emancipation); the Copenhagen 
School of Security Studies based at the Copenhagen Peace Research Institute; and the International 
Peace Research Institute, Oslo (PRIO) based journal Bulletin of Peace Proposals changed its name 
to Security Dialogue  

  

 
  
The disciplinary boundary of ISS 
• still leaves the question of where ISS ends and other academic disciplines, particularly IR, begin  
• In the early decades following the Second World War, the answer to this problem could have been 

given with some accuracy as: ‘What distinguishes ISS from the general field of IR is its focus on the 
use of force in international relations.’  

• It is about war and the various ways in which military power can be deployed, but also about the 
foundations of military power (and thus, up to a point, about economics and the socio-political 
structures of the state), and about the causes of conflict in international relations that result in states 
and other actors creating, maintaining and sometimes using military power (thus potentially bringing in 
not just economic, but also environmental and identity issues).  

• Features the general dynamics of interaction amongst rival armed forces: arms racing, arms control, 
the impact of technological developments and suchlike  

• By the 1970s, however, the simple ‘use of force’ answer was becoming increasingly inaccurate  
• What increasingly distinguished ISS from IR was that it centred itself either on assumptions or on 

debates around and about the concept of international security.  
• there are inevitable overlaps between IR and ISS, particularly inso- far as ISS has become more 

theoretically driven and that important IR debates simultaneously have evolved around security  
• The overlaps between IR and ISS have also multiplied in that ‘security’ has been selected as the 

arena for IR debates of a more general kind, noticeably over the status of Constructivist theory from 
the 1990s onwards  

• there is therefore a link between telling the story of the evolution of ISS and the one of IR  
• It should be stressed also that while IR is by far the main overarching discipline to ISS, it is not the 

only one to influence it: some of the first key thinkers on game theory, which influenced deterrence 
theory during the Cold War, were economists and physicists and other ‘hard scientists’ explicitly 
engaged in debates over the nuclear condition.  

• Even taking a broad view of what counts as ISS has not enabled us to avoid all the difficult decisions 
about inclusion and exclusion.  

  
The Western-centrism conundrum 
• the strengths, weaknesses and blind-spots of the discipline itself  



• The majority of traditional Cold War Strategic Studies was for example overwhelmingly concerned 
with bipolarity and nuclear deterrence, while Third World security issues were addressed almost 
exclusively only to the extent that they impacted on superpower relations  

• Questions that concerned local and internal wars, not to mention non-military security issues, simply 
did not register with the mainstream of the field (Barkawi and Laffey, 2006)  

  
Chapter 2 
• The majority of writings in ISS do not go to great lengths to discuss their analytical, philosophical, 

normative and epistemological assumptions, but it is nevertheless important to have a good 
understanding of these issues  

• The dominant concept of security in ISS has been the one of ‘national’/‘international’ security, it has 
been the concept of Realist Strategic Studies and it has been the concept that critical, widening 
perspectives have had to struggle with  

• more thorough account of the role of the state in ISS with a particular view to how the sovereign state 
was formulated in the attempt to provide security domestically and abroad  

• the impact of the French Rev- olution on questions of societal cohesion and the understanding of the 
relationship between internal and external as well as military and non- military threats  

• the constitution of the state and the way in which it presupposes a particular form of politics  
• the major epistemological approaches in ISS  
• a brief overview of the most frequently mentioned approaches to ISS and plots their responses to the 

five questions that guide security.  
  
From medieval to sovereign states 
• all debates on what security can be and who it should be for evolve around the status of the state  
• there were two historical transformations that crucially impacted the formation of the modern state. 

The first transformation was from a medieval to a modern territorial state system, the second from a 
monarchical form of government to a national, popular one 

• The medieval world was organ- ised through overlapping authorities rather than by a sovereign state, 
which meant that it was governed by two sets of authorities: churches (religious) and empires 
(political)  

• Walker (1990: 10) calls the principle of hierarchical subordination: ‘an understanding of the world as a 
continuum from low to high, from the many to the few, from God’s creatures to God, from the temporal 
to the eternal’ 

• The transformation from the medieval to the modern system was sig- nificant in that it reorganised 
both the key principle of governance (from overlapping authority to territorial sovereignty) and the way 
in which political identity was understood  

• the formation of the sovereign territorial state, where the interlocking levels of local, regional and 
empirical authorities gave way to one sovereign centre and the territorial boundary became the 
significant dividing line  

• the state became more secular and that this secularity was played out in interstate relations as well as 
domestically  

• The principle of non-interference in domestic affairs retained its central status and was seen as the 
precondition for creating international stability and order  

• What this implied, argues Michael C. Williams (1998), was not only a shift in which institutions 
governed society, but also in how politics was understood. Religious conflicts were seen as faith-
driven and based on emotional claims to conviction and conscience 

• Hobbes’s famous understanding of the sovereign state as the Leviathan providing the solution to the 
problem of individual security 

• The ‘contract’ between the individual and the state is one where the individual grants the state the 
right to protect – and define – individual security in exchange for an acknowledgement of its sovereign 
authority 

• Since much of the widening debate in ISS has evolved around dichotomously opposed individual 
concepts of security on the one hand and collective- state defined concepts on the other, it is 
worthwhile keeping in mind that there is no concept that does not, implicitly if not explicitly, comprise 
the other.  

• those approaches challenging the state need to come up with alternative abstract answers to the 
problem of political identity and who is going to provide security in the absence of the sovereign state.  

  
The French Revolution and domestic cohesion 



• he transition from the medieval to the early modern state heralded a significant beginning of the dis- 
mantling of a hierarchy of identities, but early modern territorial states were still governed by largely 
non-democratic rulers  

• The French and American revolutions were thus a major shift in that the beheading of the monarch, 
either concretely or symbolically, and the introduction of popular sovereignty, accelerated the 
disintegration of hierarchies between different categories of people inside the state  

• This creation of a common historic identity worked to stabilise further the distinction between the 
national and the international domain.  

• Nationalism also introduced new possibilities for social mobility, particular as it was coupled to a 
burgeoning capitalist, industrial society (Gellner, 1983).  

• The fusion of nationalism with the sovereign territorial state had several implications for how security 
was conceptualised and thus how debates have evolved within ISS  

• The territorial state was concerned with threats to its territorial security and the ruler of the state with 
contenders to the throne  

• The shift to a concern with societal cohesion also implied a change in how territory was considered  
• Realists have privileged the security of the state and have understood security largely through the use 

of (military) force, but they have also paid attention to a series of other issues and capabilities, 
including domestic cohesion, that may impact the state’s ability to project military force  

• Nationalism was also significant in that it opened up several under- standings of international security. 
It claimed in its classical revolutionary form that all men (and later women) were equal as citizens, and 
that each individual had a set of universal rights.  

  
The conception of politics in ISS 
• there was a Liberal, rationalist philosophy at work which held that conflicts were more easily handled 

if understood in material rather than ideational (religious) terms.  
• the inclination of traditional ISS approaches to adopt positivist epistemologies and methodologies, 

rooted in material and empirically verifiable factors, has longer and thoroughly political, normative 
roots (Deudney, 2007)  

• Clearly, the question of whether the state is a rational actor or not has major consequences for 
security theories: since ‘international security’ is at the most general level about the threats states (or 
other political entities) face and the responses they can and should adopt to defend themselves, it 
makes a huge difference what kind of actors those states are  

• Rationality assumptions are intertwined with levels of analysis decisions. Structural theories, most 
prominently Neorealism, assume a general conception of the state that applies throughout the 
international system.  

• Yet, while rational assumptions are central to many mainstream ISS theories, there is simultaneously 
a tension between them and the other side of ‘national security’ logic which is concerned with the 
drama, urgency and exception in security  

  
Epistemology and security debates  
• the attempt to make security a material and rational field of deliberation was one that connected the 

attempt to pacify interstate relations and how knowledge was defined  
• Epistemology concerns the principles and guidelines for how knowledge can be acquired, and thus, in 

the context of ISS, the question of how one should study security  
• ‘traditionalist’ vs. ‘behaviouralist’ debates about IR theory  
• wider debates on epistemology within the social sciences flowed first into IR and from there into ISS  
• objective, subjective and discursive conceptions of security 
• Wolfers (1952: 485) argued that ‘security, in an objective sense, measures the absence of threats to 

acquired values, in a subjective sense, the absence of fear that such values will be attacked’. It was, 
continued Wolfers, never possible to measure security ‘objectively’ in that subjective evaluations 
played an inevitable part in states’ assessments.  

• Wolfers’s formulation illustrates well the tension between an objective conception of security (the 
absence/presence of concrete threats) and a subjective one (the feeling of being threatened or not).  

• run through ISS during the Cold War and after, where Strategic Studies focused largely on assessing 
supposedly objective security threats  

• Subjective approaches to security emphasise the importance of history and norms, of the 
psychologies of fear and (mis)perceptions, and of the relational contexts (friends, rivals, neutrals, 
enemies) within which threats are framed.  

• Discursive approaches, in contrast, argue that security cannot be defined in objective terms, and 
hence both the objective and subjective conceptions are misleading.  



 
• Most Realist and Liberalist approaches have followed the positivist route, combining in what Keohane 

coined in 1988 as ‘rationalism’, while Critical Constructivists, Poststructuralists and most Feminists 
have opted for a post-positivist, ‘reflectivist’ approach (Keohane, 1988)  

  
Mapping concepts of security  
  
• Conventional Constructivism – presents a counterpoint to materialist analyses by highlighting the 

importance of ideational factors, that is culture, beliefs, norms, ideas and identity. Usually centred on 
analysing state behaviour, includes positivist as well as post-positivist epistemologies and is primarily 
located within the US.  
  

• Critical Constructivism – looks to other collectivities than the state, yet mostly concerned with military 
security. Adopts narrative and sociological post-positivist methodologies. Its origins are predominantly 
in the US, but it has since the late 1990s gained a strong standing in Europe.  

  
• The Copenhagen School – partly about widening the threats and referent objects, especially 

societal/identity security, partly about paying more attention to the regional level, but mainly about 
focusing on securitisation (the social processes by which groups of people construct something as a 
threat), thus offering a Constructivist counterpoint to the materialist threat analysis of traditional 
Strategic Studies. Particularly strong in Scandinavia and Britain, and influential in most of Europe.  
  

• Critical Security Studies – similar to Peace Research in its normative aims, especially regarding the 
emphasis on human security over state security, but using mainly post-positivist methodology. A 
branch of Critical Theory in IR generally, with emancipation as a key concept. Particularly strong in 
Britain. 
  

• Feminist Security Studies – covers a variety of approaches ranging from Peace Research to 
Poststructuralism. Holds that women support the security policies of states through military as well as 
non-military functions, and that they face a series of gender-specific security problems that are never 
acknowledged within a state-centric conception of security. Points to the role that hegemonic 
masculinity plays in sustaining militaristic security policies. Originated in the mid-1980s in the US and 
Britain and has grown to have a global presence.  
  

• Human Security – closely related to Peace Research and Critical Security Studies. Dedicated to the 
view that human beings should be the primary referent object of security, and therefore that ISS 
should include issues of poverty, underdevelopment, hunger and other assaults on human integrity 
and potential. Seeks to merge the agendas of ISS and Development Studies. Human Security has 
academic presence across the West and Japan and has been embraced by the United Nations (UN), 
the European Union (EU), and Canadian, Norwegian and Japanese governments.  
  

• Peace Research – the Classical normative counterpoint to Strategic Studies, looking to reduce or 
eliminate the use of force in international relations, to highlight and critique the dangers in the 
(especially nuclear) strategic debate, and to give standing to individual security alongside, or 
sometimes against, state (national) security. Overlaps with Strategic Studies in its interest in arms 
control and disarmament, and arms racing, and in some branches also in the use of quantitative and 
game-theoretic methods. Peace Research became quite strongly institutionalised in the Scandinavian 



countries, Germany and Japan, and to a lesser extent in Britain and, with different theoretical 
orientations, the US.  
  

• Post-colonial Security Studies – points to the Western-centrism of ISS and argues that the study of 
the non-Western world requires security theories that incorporate colonial history as well as the 
attention to the specific state formations in the Third World. As the First and Third World are 
connected, Post-colonial Security Studies argues that it provides insight into the dynamics of both the 
First and the Third Worlds. Usually critical of state-centrism and has been developed by Western as 
well as non-Western scholars.  
  

• Poststructuralist Security Studies – adopts the concept of discourse rather than ideas, argues that 
state sovereignty and security are products of political practices. Critical of how state-centrism 
constrains the possibilities for other referent objects of security, but refuses the traditional Peace 
Research turn to individual security. Began in North America in the mid-1980s, but from the early 
1990s stronger in Europe.  
  
Strategic Studies – the Classical, traditionalist literature that defines the subject in political–military 
terms and focuses on military dynamics. This includes its own sub-literatures, such as those on war, 
nuclear proliferation, deterrence theory, arms racing, arms control, etc. Strongly materialist in 
approach with a tendency to take a state-centric normative position as given rather than as a subject 
of discussion. Generally strong across the West, but particularly in the US and Britain, and with a 
separate tradition in France.  
  

• (Neo)Realism – Realist approaches generally have strong links to Strategic Studies in that they 
underpin its essentially state-centric, materialist, power-political and conflictual (and thus ‘objective’) 
assumptions about the nature of international relations. Neorealist concepts, most notably polarity 
(Waltz, 1979), played a big role in thinking about nuclear deterrence, arms control and arms racing. 
Mainstream in the US, influential, but much more contested, in Europe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



WEEK 3 INTERNATIONAL SECURITY (War: before and after 9/11) 
 
READINGS  
  
Der Derian, J. (2000)  ‘Virtuous War/Virtual Theory,  International Affairs (Royal Institute of 
International Affairs), 76, No. 4. pp. 771-788. 
  
• Post-ford, post-modern, or just post-Cold War, the political and economic as well as rhetorical and 

cultural forces that shape the international system have entered a state of flux  
• So, is the virtualization of violence a revolution in diplomatic, military, let alone human affairs? On its 

own, no 
• efforts to spread a democratic peace through globalization and humanitarian intervention, war is 

ascending to an even higher plane, from the virtual to the virtuous 
• But their meanings diverged in modern usage, with 'virtual' taking a morally neutral, more technical 

tone, while 'virtuous' lost its sense of exerting influence by means of inherent qualities 
• The United States…diplomatic and military policies are increasingly based 

on technological and representational forms of discipline, deterrence, and compellence that could 
best be described as virtuous war 

• Virtuous war is the technical capability and ethical imperative to threaten and, if necessary, actualize 
violence from a distance-with no or minimal casualties 
virtuous war exercises a comparative as well as strategic advantage for the digitally advanced 

• virtuous war cleans up the political discourse as well as the battlefield 
• virtuous wars promote a vision of bloodless, humanitarian, hygienic wars  
• virtuous war has an unsurpassed power to commute death, to keep it out of sight, out of mind 
• In virtuous war we now face not just the confusion but the pixilation of war and game on the same 

screen 
At the height of the Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon, the British Daily Telegraph newspaper 
pronounced from a safe distance on its 'real' meaning:  
[T]he Israeli dot-com generation seems not to have the stomach for mortal combat. They have started 
to ask why they should risk their lives when precision weapons can reduce war to a video game. For 
the pony-tailed youth of Tel Aviv's night spots, the war in Lebanon was becoming their Vietnam and 
they would rather their government fought it by remote control.Daily Telegraph, 23 May 2000 (online). 

• trying to comprehend how the sanitization of violence that began with the Gulf War has come to 
overpower the mortification of the body that continues to mark communal wars in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
Somalia, Bosnia, Rwanda, and elsewhere.  

• In a sense, war has always been a virtual reality, too traumatic for immediate comprehension. 
Trauma, Freud tells us, can be re-enacted, even re-experienced, but cannot be understood at the 
moment of shock 

• New technologies of imitation and simulation as well as surveillance and speed have collapsed the 
geographical distance, chrono- logical duration, the gap itself between the reality and virtuality of war 

• Virtuous war is much more than a new form of organized violence 
• virtuous war projects a mythos as well as an ethos, a kind of collective unconscious for an epoch's 

greatest aspirations and greatest insecurities 
• Any portrayal of war presents dangers for the chronicler, many obvious, some not so obvious; but 

virtuous war in particular poses some serious obstacle 
• One tactic is to record war from the bunker and the beaches, so close that the word on the page, the 

image on the film is imprinted by, practically drips with the carnage of war 
• Another, most often practiced in IR theory, is to keep a distance, to extract or abstract the causes, 

structures, and patterns of war 
These wars are fought in the same 
manner as they are represented, by military simulations and public dissimulations, by real-time 
surveillance and TV 'live-feeds'.  

• The nature of war is mutating, morphing, virtualizing with new technologies and strategies. New 
media, generally identified as digitized, interactive, networked forms of communication, now exercise 
a global effect if not ubiquitous presence through real time access.  

•  Today, in war, diplomacy, and the media, the virtual proliferates 
• The favourite virtual threat is the 'cyber-attack', ominously mooted by the media and anticipated by 

the Penta- gon as the 'next Pearl Harbor'-which must amuse (and motivate) teenage hackers who 
make up the overwhelming bulk of such 'attacks'.(In March I999, Air Force Major GeneralJohn 
Campbell, then vice-director of the Defense Information Systems Agency (DISA is in charge of 


