
Aboriginal Sydney Now 
Week 1 | Introduction 

 Completely online 

 Draws on Indigenous TV/ film 

 Key component of the Indigenous Graduate Attribute at UTS 

Objectives  
a) Inquire about contemporary Indigenous notions of culture, country and community 
b) Discuss the implications of colonisation for contemporary Indigenous Australia 
c) Investigate methods that professionals from your discipline use to collaborate respectfully 

with Indigenous peoples 
d) Reflect on the relationship between culture and worldviews, including your own 
e) Analyse primary and secondary sources relevant to Indigenous Knowledges and 

perspectives. 

Assessments 
1. Weekly Online Quiz (30%) – Due each week. Complete by 10pm on Sunday night. 
2. Event Review (30%) – Due in week 5. 
3. E-Portfolio (40%) – Due in week 10. 

 

Week 2 | Rebutting the Myths 
Indigenous-specific survey in addition to census: National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Social Survey (NATSISS) – most recently Sept 2014—June 2015, sample of 1178 Indigenous people 
in Australia: http://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/D3310114.nsf/home/ 
National+Aboriginal+and+Torres+Strait+Islander+Social+Survey  

Myth 1: There aren’t many Indigenous people left… 
In 2014, there were 686,800 Indigenous Australians. 
3% of the Australian population is Indigenous Australian: one in 33 people. Most Australian 
classrooms has an Indigenous student in it. Aboriginal people are all around you. They are thriving 
and are an integral part of society.  

http://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/D3310114.nsf/home/%20National+Aboriginal+and+Torres+Strait+Islander+Social+Survey
http://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/D3310114.nsf/home/%20National+Aboriginal+and+Torres+Strait+Islander+Social+Survey


Myth 2: Indigenous people live in remote areas… 

  
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Population Distribution Map (ABS 2011) 

 

Myth 3: The terms Indigenous and Aboriginal mean the same thing 
Indigenous = Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander.  
Aboriginal =/= Torres Strait Islander.  

 90% of the Indigenous Australian population is Aboriginal 

 6% of the Indigenous Australian population is Torres Strait Islander 

 4 % of the Indigenous Australian population is both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Gov’t docs tend to use ‘Indigenous Australians’ but comes down to personal preference.  

Residency of Indigenous People in Australia

Major cities Regional Areas Remote Areas



Myth 4: Indigenous Australians are not educated 
A long way to go to reach parity in Western educational achievement between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous people. Increasing disparity between Indigenous and non-Indigenous academic 
achievement the higher up the level of educational achievement we go.   
Must not think about education in Western terms only – Indigenous Australia has strong history of 
sharing knowledge – art, music, dance, stories e.g. about season, when to back burn, what to eat at 
particular times of year. These knowledges persist in Indigenous communities today.  
Many Indigenous Australians are educated in Western system and the Indigenous knowledge 
system.  

Myth 5: Indigenous Australians can all speak an Indigenous language 
 Believed that over 250 languages Indigenous languages spoken on the mainland prior to 

invasion, now 60 Indigenous languages actively spoken 

 11% of Indigenous Australians have an Indigenous main language 

 20% can speak some words 
Partially due to laws forbidding speaking indigenous languages. Therefore, in some case languages 
couldn’t be handed down.  
But several language revival programs operating e.g. Charles Sturt university. 
Indigenous people have a right to speak the language of their ancestors.  

Myth 6: Indigenous people don’t work 
Aspects that may affect the employment gap between indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians:  

1. Younger age demographic – half of the Indigenous population is under 20 years  
2. Proportion of people residing in remote areas – 1 in 5 in remote areas, where there are 

often minimal employment opportunities 
3. Gaps in education – particularly higher education esp. postgraduate  
4. Health – much lower life expectancy, higher infant mortality, diabetes, heart disease 
5. Racism 

 
Labour force participation by Indigenous status (ABS)   

 
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/4102.0main+features72014  

Myth 7: Indigenous people all have dark skin 
Some indigenous people are more easily identifiable by sight as others but this doesn’t make anyone 
‘more Indigenous’ than anyone else.  

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/4102.0main+features72014


Myth 8: Indigenous people are alcoholics 
38% of Indigenous Australians over 15 years of age did not drink alcohol at all or had alcohol on only 
one occasion during the past year (NATSISS 2014-2015). 
The media perpetuates this myth, regularly reporting the race of people involved in alcohol-fueled 
crimes if they are not white.  

Myth 9: Indigenous people today have no culture 
Just because people operate within social construct of Western culture doesn’t mean they don’t also 
participate in their Indigenous culture. 

 63% participate in regular cultural events 

 74% have a connection to Country – practicing and connecting to Indigenous land  

Myth 10: Indigenous Australia is not multi-cultural 
Not just one tribe. Always very multi-cultural even prior to invasion – many nations, each with their 
own laws, beliefs, dances, song, etc. Similarities between neighboring nations but significant 
diversity across the nation.  
 Don’t accept what you hear without questioning its integrity. 
 

Week 3 | Employment 

Factors that Impact Indigenous Employment 
1. Younger age demographic – half of the Indigenous population is under 20 years  
2. Proportion of people residing in remote areas – 1 in 5 (21%) in remote areas, where there 

are often minimal employment opportunities 
3. Gaps in education – particularly higher education esp. postgraduate  
4. Health – much lower life expectancy, higher infant mortality, diabetes, heart disease 
5. Racism 

Exceptional Indigenous Australians  
Politics 
Linda Burney, Aden Ridgeway, Neville Bonner, 
Nova Perris, Adam Giles 
 
Law 
Prof. Larissa Behrendt, Lloyd McDermott, 
Terri Janke, Judge Bob Bellear, 
Mag. Dr Sue Gordon, Mag.Pat O’Shane 
 
Medicine 200+ medical doctors incl. Prof. 
Helen Milroy, first Indigenous doctor & Dr 
Kevin Kong, first Indigenous surgeon 
 
Science 
David Unaipon, inventor & Misty Jenkins, 
cancer research 
 
Business 

Michale McLeod, Glen Brennan, Kia Dowell 
 
Film 
Warwick Thornton, dir. Sampson & Delilah  
Wayne Blair, dir. The Sapphires 
Deborah Mailman, David Gulpilil, Ernie Dingo 
Journalism  
Stan Grant, Ray Martin, Karla Grant 
 
Art 
Clifford Possum Tjapaltjarri 
Bronwyn Bancrof 
 
Education 
Professor Chris Sarra, school principal  
UTS Professoriate: Prof Larissa Behrendt, Prof 
Michael McDaniel, Prof Michelle Trudgett, 
Prof Susan Page & Prof John Evans 

Indigenous Australians make valuable contributions to all professions in Australia. 


